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THREE PERILS OF WOMAN. 



PERIL SBGOND. 



CIRCLE FIRST. 

As David Duff, servrng-man ta the mini* 
ster of Balmillo, was watering his mastei^s 
horse one evenings he discovered a stranger 
in the churchyard, with a spade in his 
handi» and that hy the following unexpect- 
ed means :«*David had lived ahoUt the 
churchyard all his life ; and for the last ten 
years of it» had heen sexton of the parish, 
bdl-ringer, Bible-scairia*, and w(»llng«man 

VOL. III. A 
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r 

to the parson ; but, for all that, the le^ 
noise from these sepulchres of the dead at 
any untimely hour, never failed to make 
David Duff's heart Jump up to his throat, 
aod lus hm staiid m en4 For til his 
traffic among human bones and sculls du- 
ring the day, (and there was nothing in 
which he so much delighted,) he made it a 
rule never to go within sight of the win- 
dows of the church after the fall of the 
gloaming. But unluckily, the road to the 
river, as all the parishioners well know, af- 
ter going along by the garden-wall, takes a 
short turn at a right angle, exactly at the 
kirk-stile; so that a person passing that 
way, has one look into the churchyard, if 
h@: f» listjs, and no more. !N^ow, it was Da« 
vid'a uniform custom, wheq obliged to pass 
tbs^t W9^y under the cloud of night, always 
to look ov^x his left shoulder toward the 
Caiitle of BalmiUo, as he made the «ihoirt 
tuxnji^ the kixk-atile; so that the whole 
churchyard mi^t have been moviiig with 
s\^1», l!»c any thing, that Da^vid knew. 
H^. b<iftved they were ftequeivtly there; 
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but urUat a man does n&i know of, cannoC 
possibly do him any bann. 

It was on a cold bleak evening, and the 
white douds were drifting along a bright 
sky at a prodigious rate, while the moon, 
which was a week old, was hangii^ in the 
wert, as if suspended from the heavens by 
the two horns — ^a position that forebodes 
nothing good at that inclement season. It 
was on sudi an evening, I say, and a little 
he&ae the entire dose of day, that David 
mounted the minister's stoat bay horse, 
to water him at the river. As he went 
along by the garden-wall, his teeth bc^an 
a-diattering with the cold; on ndiidi he 
put up his right hand to put a button in 
his grey coat, keeping hold of the borse'g 
bridle with the left hand only. David hdd 
up his chin ; for it was the button next to 
that at which his benumbed hand was frun- 
bling in vain; and while in that attitude 
Ms eye caught a glance of the cold Jooking 
new moon— ^ Ah, you pe a pase stormy. 
lodkisg hmn !^ said David ; ^' you travel 
iBther too much like Marian MCoiSuidak. 
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There will pe news that are unheard-tell-of 
pefore we trink your tregy/' 

By the time David Jiad done apostro- 
phising the moon, the horse's head wasiwith-* 
in a step of the short turn at the kirkyard-^ 
stile; an Which David, in one moment^ 
turned his eyes round toward the river and 
the Castle of Bahnillo. Not so the mi-^ 
nistefs hay horse. A hlamable curiosity 
prompted him to look the other way, where 
he bdbeld something that soon convinced 
his rider at least, if not himself, that he 
had better have looked toward the Castle 
of Bahnillo too. David was, as it were^ 
this moment patiently buttoning his coat 
with his head turned away, but the next he 
was lying within the churchyard ; for the 
horse, believing he was firightened, made a 
sudden spring off at the near side, and that 
with such a jerk, that he threw his rida:, 
in the contrary direction, neatly over the 
wall, which was not very high. " Fat the 
tevil pe that ?" said David, setting up his 
head without the bonnet ; and the ini^tant 
tlM fas.did so, he perceived a mail, in th^ 
1^ 
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Lowland habit; almost dose byhini^ with 
a spade in his hand« 

David sprang up with great agility for 
an old man/and was going^ to mount the 
slOe, f«^n the stranger, seeing thai he was 
i&aGmetedf ran forward, aad called: to him, 
*^ Stop, £dcnd; sti^ ; I want to speak to 
you." : : , 

•* ies a very pad fhaut that bhaist has,*' 
4saad Davie, and threw himself over the stile 
with an agility he had not put in exercise 
for many years before. , 

The horse was running, capering, and 
raorting down the glebe, cocking his h^id 
and Ins tail very high, and ever and anon 
looking back to the churchyard. But Da^ 
vid £d not pursue the horse to catch him 
.agsiin, as nug^t naturally have been sup- 
posed. ISo; he ran straight towards: the 
minister's kitdioi ; for, why, he never got 
«uch a fright in his life ! What occasion 
bad David Duff to be so fiightraed, you 
wiH say ? What- was there so terrible in a 
LfOwlaader with a shovd-spade in hia hand ? 
Lord hej^you^sir^ that W4fii not &e thing 
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that agitated the worthy sexton sa tembly. 
No, no ; there was something mudi more 
leaning ih the matt^ than that. For 
when David set np his head without tibe 
bonnet in the dinrchyard, he percdved, or 
tiibught he perceived, the body of a dead 
woman lying rolled up in a sheet; and that 
sheet, about the middle, all spotted' with 
congealed blood. Will any body now as- 
s^t, that David Diiff, the minister's man^ 
of Balmilio, had nothing to run for? I 
think a more appalling sight could hardly 
have been seen* The body was lying stretch- 
ed at the bottom of the dhurchyard wall^~ 
dose to it, and in a hollow place, as if &r 
concealment. But David saw it, to his 
great horror of spirit, and fied towards the 
Manse as &st as his &et would caxry him. 
But'perhaps thewotstthing of all was, that, 
on casting a glance behind him, he per- 
^ivedthe ^ganticLowlander pursuing him 
^th the spade over his shoulder. 

David burst in at the front door, and 
nev^ stopped till on the top of the divot 
seat beyond the kitchen &e ; for the Manse 
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of BalmUlo was in those days an old-£Mhiati- 
ed house^ thatched with broom, and the fil:e 
burnt on a hearth* David looked up the 
ven^ and all around him, fcft some place 
to hide himself, but there was itone ; M he 
was obUged to stand on the seat, ot ratheir 
to dance on it, for he kept the same Mtt of 
motion that a woman does when tramping 
dothes^^fiang the one foot and then the 
other, time about. ^^ Cot's plesset mercy 
pe on us !-^Cot's plesset mercy pe on ua !'' 
cried David, as fast as he could r^at die 
sentence ; all the while tramping with his 
ftet, and looking wildly toward the door. 

*' Whafs the matter with the fool?-i^ 
Whaf s the matter with the auld gouk ?** 
ccied Sally, the housemaid, rather somewhat 
astounded. David could not tell her what 
was the matter ; he could only repeat fais 
pray^ abo¥e-quoted in a louder key. 
I SaUy ran ben the house to the minister. 
'^ Gudesake, master, come an' speak to Da« 
vie,'' cried she ; '^he's gane horn msd ; an's 
atandin dancin an' prayitt on the deses ayont 
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the fire. Haste ye, sir, an' come an' speak 
til him, for he's as mad as a fiery dragon. 
Am thinkin he's seen something." 
' The minister being a stately uprighttdd 
bachelor, and very much at Sally's com- 
mand, (for she had come all the way frmn 
Lothian to serve him,) followed ha: to the 
kitchen in his gown and slippers. ** David, 
David," said he ; ** why these iiieverrat 
gaculations, David ?" 
' *^ Oh, Cot's plesset mercy pe apout us, 
sir!" 

" Very well, David ; I hope it will. But 
wherefore now so particularly, more than 
at any other time ? Compose yourself, Da- 
vid, and tell me what it is." 

^^ Oh, Cot's mercy, sir ! she pe a man in 
te churchyard;" 

" Well, David ; and though there w«!e 
ten, or say twenty men in the churchyard, 
what is there in that? What does that 
concern either you or me ?" 
; ^' Oh, and alake, sir ! — ^But I not pe 
shoore but she pe a tead corpse there too " 
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^ So llieie axe, David. I kno^r thetQ are 
mwaj dead ooipies there. You are ill, Da^ 
nd^yoQ ve ilL— nt down, I say^ and ocmi- 
po0e youndf. And, r^^ me, i{ I bear 
your noke to*n]g^t again, either alaming 
my maid, or distnrbing my own medita- 
tions, ril turn you out of doors, David. 
That I will, be; assured." 

This was a hard alternative ; so, without 
being able to explain himself &rther, David 
sat down on the sod seat, and the parson 
returned to his parlour, in tibe farther end 
of the house, desirii^ Silly to bring some 
eoals to the fire. Sally obeyed ; and when 
David was left alone in the kitchen, he be« 
took him i^ain to his old stand beyond the 
&e, «id to the old up-and-down motion 
with his feet; but not daring for his life to. 
oaU out, he remaiaed gasping for breath. 
Sally was in no hurry to return^ for she and 
her reverend mast^ had been talking a lit- 
tle abMrt David's fienay, and ku^iingat: 
it ; for David, hoitest man ! was aeoounted >. 
hm^dby like other ^hi. 

AS 
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While Sally was ia the pitlour^ or on 
-her retuni from it, I am not eertaia which, 
ti loud heavy' knock came to the front door ^ 
it was exactly €iuch a knock as a man wonM 
give with the head of a spade, or any heavy 
mattock. It sounded to David like the 
death-^hell to his own frmeral; his frame 
grew rigid ; and he gaped so wide, that he 
appeared as if ahout to swallow himself. 
Sally went straight to the door, without 
consulting David's feelings on the subject, 

' or so much ais vdtnessing hisdepl<»:able con- 
dition at the moment. She opened it, and 
was accosted in the Lowland tongue^ by a 
man, who asked, in a hollow»sounding voice, 
•^ If daft Davie Duff was in the house ?" 

David heard the ominous question dis- 
lanctly wh^e he stood, and suppressed his 
panting entirely, in order to hear Sally's 
answer ; for, till that was given, his hope 

. was not wholly extinct. But Sally, delight* 
ed at hearing her own native tongue in one 
Gi the other sex, wisl^d to hear a little 
more of it, and therefore did not answer the 



df WOliAK. 11 

ftraa^et^s qttertioii direoHy. In tho eld ge-^ 
nukie eiistOA of the country, die an0wa«d 
it by Mking another. " What do ye ken 
about daft Dane Dttff, kd?" said SaUy. 

^< Isna he your man^ an' the bedUur hen ?** 
said the stranger. 

** Ay, sometimes, for want of a better,*" 
returned she, in the same jocular 6tyle» in 
order to protract the conversation. 

^ Then I want to speak wi' him for a wee 
while out by here,'' quoth the stranger. 

<* Can your secret no be tauld to ony^ 
other body out by there ?^ said she. 

*' Cot's plessing light on tat coot wo* 
mans !" ntid David to himself. 

But the solemnity of the stranger^s voice 
was not to be moved by her flippancy^ and 
he answered, with some d^ree e£ impa- 
tience, ^ No, mistress, it can not. Wi' yottr 
leave, I maim speak wi' that body preevat* 
ly, if he be i' the hoose.* 

"Come in and see, then," said she. 

^ £xeaise me at present, sweet mistresi^'^ 
retumed the man. ** My busineds is ex« 
piess; but by and by Til be happy to hae 
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a little mm tauk w'ye. Fray, tell me at 
aince if that auld rascal be i' the house ?'' : 

" Yes, he is,'* quoth Sally, and was go^ 
iug to add something more, but that.m<H 
me^t their ears were saluted with the most 
vociferous negatives from the kitchen, of, 
** No, you pooker ! No, no, no. She no pe 
in, she no pe in ! tamn striopach ! tamn 
striopach !'* 

The stranger hearing this horrible out- 
cry, and mt aware what was the matter, 
stepped round the corner of the house, and 
Sally ran into the kitchen to quiet her feL« 
lowservant But Davie, thinking she was 
come to order him out to converse with a 
iQtirderer, extended his cries and anathemas 
still louder, until the minister was again 
disturbed ; and taking up a cane, he came 
hastily to the kitchen in manifest displea- 
si)re. Sally yra$ standing in the middle of 
the floor, holding up both her hands iii C0n^ 
stemation; and as her master came by; her, 
she cast a regretful look at him, which his 
reverence perfectly understood* It was as: 
m^ch as if she had said in plain Enghshji 
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*^ Win you suffer the old fool to call your 
own Sally by such names as these V 

The minister had not said a word, good 
or bad ; but having the cane heaved in his 
right hand, he seized Davie with the left, 
aiid hauling him down from the seat, in two 
seconds he had him at the door, where, lay-* 
ing iJie cane heartily across his shouldeirs, 
he pushed him out with such good will, that 
Davie fell on his face, and lay still, groan- 
ing and crying in despair. The minister 
shut the door, bolted it, and returned into 
the, kitchen. 

** I say, Sarah, what was it that occasion- 
ed all this disturbance, Sarah ?" 

** O, naething ava, sir— just naething ava 
but his ain madness, that's a'." 
^ ^^ But who was it that called at the door, 
Sarah ?** 

** O, naebody ava, sir— there wa» nae- 
body ca'ing at the door^ — ^no ane.'* 

, ^* I say, Sarah, did I not hear some per- 
son calling at my door, Sarah ?'* 
~ ** O, just some o' the schoolmaster^ cal- 
l^Uts; i!ir, I fancy, that came rattlin tp the 
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door to fear Davie; he tUiiks they're if 
ghaists, an' is terrified out & his wits for 
them-'* 

^' Wdl, well, see that it be so, Sarah-^ 
see that it be so, mjr good gitl.-^I was afraid 
that it might be some licentious profligate 
hanging over your engaging person, as a 
hawk hovers orer his prey ; there be many 
sueh, my pretty Sarah—many such in this 
intemperate age.-^Our situation is becoming 
ticklish in the most extreme degree ;*^the 
Duke of Cumberland's army approaches us 
ciosely on the one side, and the Clans on 
tlie (^er,«-we shall be plundered to a cer- 
tainty, Sarah ; but there is nothing of which 
I am so much afraid as the seduction or 
violation of thy comely person, Sarah— *that 
Would be a misfortune which I could not 
bear. But come, Sarah, come ; as it is l^e 
eves^g of Saturday, come With me into my 
room, and I shall endeavour to give you 
some wholesome dnd comfortable instrUc- 
tiim, Sarah.'* 

' ^ Ay, ay, sir, I'll be wi' ye presently.— 
But I hae some bits o' things to do up an' 
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^vm the house fost ; an' I rather think 
Davie, haaneglectdt to pit in your natg^for 
I heard him rinnin clampin and snorting 
afawt the glebe ; Til be fain to gang out 
an' look after him." 

*^ Don't go out of the house, Sarah, my 
good girl — I say, Sarah, don't go out of the 
house. — ^You hear David has ^ven over 
shouting-*-he will put in my horse ; a^d if 
he do not, the horse can go in by himself. 
— Therefore don't leave the house, Sarah ; 
for you don't know who may be lurking 
about these walls and bushes — I say, Satah, 
don't leave the house." 

The parson returned to his snug little 
old-fashioned parlour, while Sally oast a sly 
look after him, smiling and biting her lip. 
One would have thought that Sally had no 
ooeasion in the world to have told her mas- 
tar a &lsehoodtin this instance; but it is a 
great fault in women — the very greatest 
that attaches to them — ^that in all matters 
that relate to themselves, personally, with 
the other sex, they tviU not tell the dami* 
r^ht truth ;«-»nay, it is almost ten to one 
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that they will not tell a single, word of it^ 
or» if they Ao, it is sure to be so ambiguoiuf^ 
M not to he rightly understood. For all &e 
evils that have befallen to the world in ge« 
neral, and to their own sex in particular, by 
reason of this great besetting sin, it has still 
increased, rather than diminished. If it is 
inherent in their nature, and an effect of 
the primal eldest curse, it is vain for par- 
sons to preach, or poets to sing, against it. 
But, at all events, a plain narrative of a few 
&cts, connected with, and originating in this 
dangerous propensity, can do no harm, and 
may stand as a little beacon in^some retired 
creek, and giv'e warning of a lurking danger 
to those who please to consult it, as well as 
that placed on the most dbvious and osten- 
tatious position. 

Sally had some motives for her leasing- 
making :^^ln the first place, the minister, 
was jealous of her to a boundless degree ; 
she durst not be seen casting a side-long 
g^oe, or a smile, to any of the young men 
of the vidnity, far less speaking a word in 
private with one, eke she was made to feel 
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lliat she was a servant, (oi many days to 
oome. And, on the other hand, she had 
strong hopes that this lowland stranger was 
come to see after her, and that he wanted to 
wile Davie DufF out of the way. He had 
hinted as much to her, that hy and hy he 
should like to have some chat with her, 
and Sally, heing well used with the noctur« 
nal visits of wooers, firmly believed that he 
would make his appearance. Therefore, as 
aoon as the minister weait ben the houses 
she opened half a leaf of the window-shut* 
ter» and sitting down, with her face toward 
it, she combed her raven locks, and put them 
up as neatly and elegantly as iif she had been 
the daughter of an earl. The stranger did 
not come, and neither did Davie make his 
appearance with any news ; so that, at last. 
Sadly came to the following prudent reaolu- 
iion:— " I'll gang ben to my master," thought 
she, ** and get his tiresome palaver put over 
about virtue, and chastity, and purity of 
h^iurt and mind, which consist all in fid^ty 
to one ol]96ct I know all that I am to get ; 
however, TU gang bcn^ and, by die timehe 
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hasdone^ it mil be about the wooing time of 
n^iit ; aady if this Lowlander dinna come 
back, I am a3re sure o' Pate 6ow» the smith 
<^I can get him ouy night, Sunday or Sa^^ 
torday, if there's nae de^'^stalking gaim 
on." 

But there was deer-stalking going on ; 
and, at the very time Sally was forming 
these gay resolutions, Peter, the smith, was 
many miles from her, watching the deer 
with a tremendous Spanish gun, well load* 
cd with powder and small bullets. How- 
ever, Peter had the minister's lovely hoiiae*- 
keeperin his mind now and then ; and, pro^ 
Tided he brought down neither deer nor roe 
that night, he intended to come in by Sally, 
and ask how she did; — ^if she let him m, 
it was well ; if not, they would set a tryst 
for some other night* 

But this was an eventful night at BaU 
miOo, and there were many stiMuige things 
foredoomed to happen before the meeting ctf 
Peter Gow and his blithesome sweef^teart ; 
U^ h therefore the duty of the natrator to 
relate these in their proper place. 
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*^ Yoa hear Dayid hat given over ahoni* 
ilig ; he vrill put in my horse,'' said the mi* 
nia^, when remonstrating with Sally. If 
the minifiter had known what David then 
knew, he would have judged it hig^ time 
for David to give over shouting. 

When the enraged parson pushed David 
litdm himr be it remembered that he fell on 
his fiice on the green before the door. His 
case was then utterly desperate, andiiis cries 
subsided into something like stifled groans; 
But the moment that the minister bolted 
the door, David was seized by the neck, 
with a grasp in which th^e was no maaner of 
gentleness, or mitigation of irritated might 
This arrest was made by no other than the 
big austere Lowlander, whom David soon 
recognized by the light of the moon, and 
saw that he was dragging him away violent- 
ly towards the church-yard. David had just 
edlected breath, by two or three convulsive 
gaqps, to redouble his cries, with the ad^^ 
dition of *" Murder r and *' Death P when 
^e- stranger piresented a large hen^e-pistolx 
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cocked, at his mouth, at the same time 
swearing a deep oath, that if he uttered aa* 
other sound, he would hlow him to eternity. 
Davie's cries were laid in his throat — ^they 
caiae to the birth, but there was not strmgth 
to bring forth, although the e£brt of re- 
straint had very nigh choked him. His % 
head stuck backward, his jaws fell down^ 
and he gaped so wide, that his mouth would 
have taken iu ihe head of an ordinary child^ 
while his whole frame grew so rigid, that he 
ieould only walk like a mau without joints. 
The stxanger dragged him on, till he had 
him in the midst of the graves, and, all the 
way, the great horse<*pistoI,in full cock, kept 
him as quiet as a lamb, save that his Inreatlh^ 
ing was like that of a person departing this 
Hfe. 

The graves in Balmillo church-yard lie 
all in ridges, eveiry ridge bdbnging to a se- 
parate elan,,mlk:ito,cadets a&d sfqbprdinate 
retainert, all at a proper distance from the 
tomb of the diief. Jn the midst of one of 
the largest of these ridges, the stranger turur 
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ed himself round str^ht before Dayid» and 
said, ** Now, billy. Til no be at the pains to 
trail ye ony ferther."* 

Davie dropped instmctively down oh his 
knees to beg his life ; and holding up his 
hands, he bq^an to plead for it most piteous- 
ly'. But the stranger cut him short, by say- 
ing, *^ Hout, man, that's out o' the ques- 
tion — ^Ye mistak your man awthegither.-— 
I'll gie ye your reward, an' pop ye cannily 
' into your snug hame. But, afore that, ye 
maun answar m0 twa m three questions, an' 
do a bit job fot me too.^^^Are nae ye the 
bedlarhere?" 

" Ah-h-h-ay," said Davie, in a whisper, 
quite below his breath. 

" Then you know all tbe burial-grounds 
here, do you ?" 
. ^*Ahi-h-ay." 

'' Come, then, let me see that of the 
Grants — Is this rig theirs ?" 

« Ah-h-h-ay." 

'' Then where dis the MThersons lie ?" 

*^ Ah-h.h-ay." 

« Ah-h-h-ay !— Diel's ? the stupid bddy ! 
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~»WKat £s he mean ? Sillier aftswet me 
to the point, or here's fcff you, Wily !'* And 
with that the stranger again presented the 
fistd to Davie's mouth. 

f* Oh! pe Cot*s mercy 1 pe Cot's mercy^ 
yomr hanoar P' 

**Then let me see the graves of the 
M^Fhersons in a minute, for I hae nae time 
topitaffr 

** Come a little pigger more to tis way, 
your bimour< — See, tere she pe, all lying in 
a row.— Many creat mans and peautiful la- 
diei; tere ! Was yourself a M'Pherson ?" 

** Do I look like ane, man ? — Now shew 
me those of the Ogilvies, the Gordons, and 
the Farquharsons, all distinctly, sirrah, now 
that I hae gotten ye to your srases P' ' 

** Here she pe all, your hono«ir, in hjm's 
very good graves— Hersel puried them, 
every one.^ 

" Now, where are the Dtiffs ?'* 

" Eh ? — Fat she pe going to doo wit te 
gratt&ofteDu£&? CHumanhoebddaome! 
No DuSs pe tere, your honoua^^no, indeed, 
noDuffiteieP' 
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The sjbt^nger lifted his tenrible hm»psm 
tal/dawly and midigiumtly from his tiUgh.^.^ 
'* Are there nane o' the Duffs here» do joit 

wy?" 

** No, indeed, sir !-*-*No>.iiq^ no, indetd i 
^No Duff will lie here!" 

*^ Suppose we saake a trial of that ? it 
]£ time theare should be & beginning,, in a 
Q0untry where there are sae mony o' the 
name l-^There are no graves here ^f the 
Duffs ?— Do you say so, you dog ?" 

'' OhoQ ! ohon, your honour !--if dbe had 
not lost te forget of te ting ! Tece be inteed 
some few of te Duff&-^See, heie she pe^ all 
inarow,'' 

'^ It if^ a goodly ridge ! And whose is 
this next to it?'' 

*' 0» ple8$ your honour ! fat neet you pe 
asking tat ? It is te Clan^More purial~-you 
understand meP-^-'tat is te great dan — ^te 
head ctan of us alL'^ 

^* Ay» umr I see you are right-^-now I 
can b^i^e yon fer onoe«~^It is indeed thg 
bwiikplaM of the Clan^More, as jf^ou call 
it, having the Duffs on the one side, the 
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iParquhafsohs on the other, and theM'Pher- 
sons next again, westward. — Is not that the 
way?** • ' ^ ■ ' " • " 

^* Te very way, sir> inteed — ^She purled 
^m airherself, every soiil." 

" You are right, you are right. Now, 
whosl^ is this new grave here ?'* 

" Tat pe John M'Evan's, sir, who wais 
slain trow te pody at te pattle of Eirkfall- 
moor. — ^O fat a goot young man as never 
was porn !»» 

** This is the very spot I wanted to dis- 
cover ; and I thank you. But that is not 
all.— What wages do you get from the mi- 
nister hy the year ?** 

• " Ohoni sir ! her wages pe Veiry poor ; 
and she haif a poor mkthair tbo ! Inteed, sir^ 
she half no mhoiiey, an it were not three 
pawpees, which are great at your service." 

« Thank ye, friend ;ril just take it, in 
hopes ye will do the next thing I bid ye. — 
Now, telVme at aince, how muckle d*ye 
get frae the minister as a year's wage ?^ 

** Just poor twenty pounds, your hoMOt, 
and she haif no mhore of her here/' 
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" Good gracious ! — Twenty pounds ster- 
ling?" 

" O, no, no, sir ! twenty pounds Scots- 
just pe tree and tirty shillings and te groaf 

" Weel, man, here are tree and tirty shil- 
lings and te groat, as ye ca't, with six and 
eightpence over and above ; and do you be« 
gin and dig me a grave dose beside this 
where Captain John is buried."* 

" A grave, your honour ? Py te mercy 
of Cot ! fat she pe going to do wit grave at 
tis time of night ? Och ! for te sake of te 
great and te goot Mae-Daibhidh, let te 
grave a-pe till Cot's plessed light of tay P* 

" I want a grave digged — a deep, deep, 
and narrow one ; and ready it must be be- 
fore midnight. If you accomplish it for me, 
these two pounds shall be your reward, and 
if that does not satisfy you, you shall have 
more. If you do not accompUsh it, I have 
a pair of loaded pistols here, and you your- 
self shall lie in it. — ^You have no power to 
evade me — ^the thing must be done, and you 
must do it. Why do you shake so ?— -Is it 

VOL. III. B 



^6 THE TJ^l^lSJEf PERILS 

not your calling ? and are you not obliged 
to do it for all who choose to employ you?'* 
, ^^ Not in te time of te tarkness of te night, 
please your honour. Coot Lort ! who is ta 
pe puried to-night ?" 

" One who will soon haye plenty of bed-* 
fellows. Come, come ; begin, and keep close, 
to the new grave, to leave room for those 
that are to come. What do you see in that 
quarter^ that makes you stare so ? Come, 
here are mattocks for you ; begin, begin !*' , 

David, in the agony of terror for his owr^ 
life, had forgot the^ dead woman lying rolU 
ed: in the bloody sheet ; but the mention of 
the grave brought her again to his recollec- 
tion, and hi^ eyes turned exclusively to that 
spot, with a horror of countenance not to be 
defined. However, he was compelled to be- 
gin, and the stranger, laying the loaded pis^ 
tols dowii on the brink of the grave, in or- 
der to be rpady to shoot Davie, should he 
Uttenipt to make his escape, began also, and 
assisted him stoutly. Davie gathered cou« 
rage gradually, and, bei^g well accustomed 
to the work, he fenced and deepened ^he 



grave witli great neatness ; T)ut he never ask« 
ed for the measurement, as beadles are want 
to do so punctually, for fear he had been ta« 
ken away to the church-yard wall^ to take 
the measurement of the body hhnself. In- 
deed, whenever the corpse, lying rolled in 
the bloated wmding-sheet so near to bun, 
came in his mind, he was seized with some* 
thing like an asthma, and was obliged to re- 
frain working for a little. The grave soon 
became so deqp, that the two could not work 
in it ; and the stranger, having already de* 
posited the reward in Davie's hands, did not 
care to trust him outside the grave, while he 
himself was within it, for fear the former had 
eifected his escape. The stranger, therefore, 
keeping his spade and his pistol still in his 
bands, stood watching over Davie, encou* 
raging and directing him in his work. 

Davie observed that he often sighed very 
deeply, when left to himself, and once said^ 
with a gtoan, " Ah ! it is a dismal busi- 
ness T' Theb he would again pretend to 
talk jocularly wit^ Davie, encouragijig him 
strongly* to exert himself*-^*'*Deeper yet. 
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tny good Diatie, deeper,- deeper ; the corpses 
inay hare to lie two tier deep ere all iht play 
be played. The armies are coming vety near 
to each other now, Davie, and who knows 
whatwill be the issue? But much blood there 
will be spilt— of that we are sure. Deepet 
yet, my good fellow, deeper yet. Hush !I 
thought I heard something approaching.^-y- 
Sure it can't be they yet, for it is coming 
in the wrong direction. — Hiish, I^say !^ 

The stranger was sitting on a head-stofie 
of blue slate, and leaning forward on tke 
head of his spade, as he said this/ while 
Davie was standing two-fold in the de^ 
and narrow grave, also in the act of U»ten« 
ing ; and in this interesting posture W6 fflitet 
leave them for a few minutes: • -*»' 

Bless me ! what has beeomfe of pretty?SMJy 
all this while ? And what has become' of 
Pdter Gow, the stiiith ? Andifrbat'htts'^fee- 

*^c(mie of ttie iiiiMsti^t^ %kf hllr8fe,i feftJi^Ai. 
ning abotrt *ef ^^ebe%^a fc^d^ftpfty^niglA; ? 

;• And,-<bn!i5gh^9^?rt *ot Ite^ti Wtei^ h^^be- 
come of the minister hiihself^^<^^'- '' • 

* No^k*;! aW suife, '^l if >^u-&&d b^eb the 



the stable,a»d eigfyed youirself on your lye^ 
gntss bay a& well as ypu .could ; and, if you 
had been Feter, the sinith, you would have 
left the dmr-stalking^ and.gone down to the 
manse to pretty. Sally ; if you bad been the 
iniiiister, I am not sure but you would have 
left the fitudy of theology, on the same er- 
nmd. But, among all these, what was Sally 
to da ?-i^She had nothing for it, but to wait 
with patience. And wait she did, because 
she could not do better,^ — ^but not with the 
greatest patience imaginable ; for she said 
to herself, ^^ I sal hae naething ado but to 
sleep a' the mom, excepting the wee while 
Vm in the kirk, an' in a strait I can sleep 
as sound there as ony where. I wonder 
what has become o'.that muckle cooLthe- 
loom, Pate ? I'm sure he's no yerkin at the 
studdy a' the night. But I sal gie him the 
back o' the door for this sotne ither time ! — 
i wadna gie an hour's &weet-hear.ting the 
aight for half a dozen some nights^ when 
I'm forefoughten." 

Pate was not very far off, for he was 
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dca^snng^^teftrer and netrcr Jto t}]etiaaBse>.tC 
Bbimillo at every tutu ; and I think heym$ 
quite dght. Sat then, nobody but a deer-^ 
stalker knows the turnings and winding 
thatd deer-stalker has in search of his game^ 
'•^Peter had to go three times down to tl^e 
8»de of the riyer^ and as often back again tci 
the different enek)sures of Balmilla^ to ev&cy 
place where there was sweet grass, in hopes 
to find a: deer, or roe-buck at the least — ISo-i 
F^ter thought the devil a deer was in tbe 
whole strMh that nighty and he. not only 
thought it, but swore it to himself very oft 
totu«^'^ I shall! have a poor accoupt to,fpm 
of my nigfat'a woxk» both to my old father^ 
md my sweetheart Sal ;. and, .maybftp> tQ 
Lady Balmillo, the worst of all, for she ii 
haij^ing on about the: repairing of old £lay<* 

HMBOesJor ever.'* , 

! i With nil these Mtter. reflections preying 
m his mind, Peter waa in the very mo^d t9 
have ^ol^at ^eat^ if one had come in hi6 
way. And at last, by a mast.24g-aag pa^^f 
exactly like th^^^i^l: of the^ahi}d£rem of Is* 
ml ^broligh. tbci ^wild6mfi«6^ asd mUl^ 
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iifco^eMBtated testy and bloody humour, h6 
aii^ved behind the old thorn bush at tht 
bottom of the minister's glebe. The mo- 
ment that he set over his head, he espied i 
tremendous stag bounding away like ligbt^ 
ning up towards the back settlements of 
the minister's house. " What a lucklegft 
dog I atn !" exclaimed Peter to himself.-*^ 
*• If I had gone to the other comer of the 
glebe instead of this, I dioiild have had him 
dead to a certainty. And then, what an 
animal h^TTX be bound to say there has not 
such a buck belled in the Forest of Glen^ 
More these thirty years ! He could not be 
lesi^ than a thirty-45toner — ^indeed, he look- 
HA rather like forty. What a luckless devil 
lamr 

• Now this tremendous red stag which 
Peter saw was no other than the minist^^ 
bay horse, taking a gallop at his full speed 
Id keep himself warm that cold night. But 
-Feter^ GWdid not know this, and it was a 
pity that he did not. «^ 

•As Peter went up by the eomar of the 
garden, to reconnoitre wbetbef. the jninig- 



32 THE.THREE PEEILS 

<;er's;maid was sleeping oi waking, a thougl^t 
:«ntered Peter's head in one moment, and te 
stood still to consider of it. — " The churct- 
yard lies straight in the line that, tnis 
princely huck was pursuing," thinks Peter 
to^ himself* — " Perhaps he may stop to take 
a snack as he goes through that,^ — the grass 
is very soft and green that grows, out of 
them.dead chaps. And if he should not have 
Jialted there, the doe is sure to he feeding 
at no great distance fVom him at this time 
of the year* — It is but a step— I'll go and 
see, any way-" 

Peter went alotig by the south gardeii- 
wall, the very road that Davie Duff had 
ridden in the evening; and, peeping cau- 
tiously over at the end of the stile, his eyes 
were almost struck blind by the glorious 
oljject that he descried. Peter'$ head de- 
^scended again below the cape of the dike, 
with an imperceptible motion, while his 
.heart played thump, thump in his bo^om, 
l^e aif apprentice smith working at as^i^y, 
" I declare," said Peter, in his heart, f^x, ibis 
lips .dwrRtnot so mu^h a^s (^Q^e^t^ge^r^foi 
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tiSLt of marking a rioise,^^ — ^ I declare yondfer 
is tile very monster* feeding in th^ middle 
of' the church-yard ! IN'ow, Patie Gow, acr 
quit yourself like a man for once ! Lord, 
what a prize ii here*!" . . 

Peter crept to the very earth, and he could 
easily have crept alohgst it too, without ma- 
ting the least noise, to the very point of the 
<;hurch-yard-wall, nearest to the spot where 
the stag was feeding, had it not been for 
the tremendous Armado-gun that he was 
obliged to dra^ along with him. But then 
she was a sure and a dead shot when he got 
her to the place;' so Peter was under the ne- 
cessity of bearing her along with him as well 
as he could. He reached the: spot ; and the 
fiirst thitighe did was to lay^the nauzzle of 
the Armado-gun over the wall, which h^ did 
'"as gently as if he had been afraid of waMiig 
-the minister, when going in ta Salty, ' ' He 
*thetf raised himself slowly lip, first tA' the 
Vbh6 knee, arid then to the oth^r-^nelxt'to 
*tihe oi^i^ foot, and then to the other, unftil 
at last hiiS eye cJame on a Icfvel with ttfelbadk 
Vbf the stag, :and no more ; fot he dtirst' iot 
B 2 
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idasrldft <}iMd' so^igbM to «h^t^ 'bh^ 
the iKfirty foriear of h^mg s6en ; l^t kwwi^ 
iiig!tfaat €ie huge animdl'si head wouldbe 
d^rai: fearing, he aimed at ins hsuk, and 
fited the moment he took his aim. The 
mark'beixug n^r^ the shot took efibet^ and^ 
a lemble^ effect it was !*---Ittstead of a itag^ 
tamUiog on the sward^ or floundering a/way- 
with a deadly wonnd/ there sprung up a. 
gigantic hranan figure at fitll lengthy and- 
roarmg out, " Murder \ murder !" di^ed 
at once into the bowels of the^earth, and 
disappeared. 

Feter Gow fainted I actually went awa^ 
ina faint*-^And none of your cold w^er 
and hartshorn fdnts either--^none of your 
lady faints, whare everything is seen and 
hsflffd aU the while, but ^ tme, genuine, 
blacksmith's faint — ^He fell, as dead aa if 
he had been knodted 'i^wn with a foie* 
hammcar^ bade over at ins full length on > 
the miniirtec'B glebe ; and the huge Spanidif 
Annado-guii fell* backwards abcHre hini> tt t 
hfirlUUJengthtoob • : Ij* :i>a /^jrli 
«. How^ UxpgiPofatf layi in;thb;aAo(«|aaiiittil 



wet rmm a mystery. Perhaps it might 
lie two hows, perhapg w many mtmites ; 
tii^i^oB )M mim dm say ifliidi. But wheik 
lie began to eome a little to Jhinisel^ he dick 
tincHy heud an awfiil kmd of groaning and 
dbmg^g^ as it weite in the stomach of the 
eeitb, hard by hita; and then it was need- 
lesfi to bid Peter Ttse and flee. At first he 
esuU neither stand nor rfm» but oontinned* 
a^gallopiag movement on all fimr; but it 
appears that his legs had gathered some 
slievgth as he proceeded^ for at length he 
got home, tiiough he could not tell how-*-^ 
He got home, but without his bonnet, his 
tsftan pkid, and his huge Spanish gun* 
These were all left as witnesses againsthim; 
ahd the next morning, P^ta* appeared to 
his lather and sti^i-mother to be in a raging 
brain-fever. 

It will be reo([^ected, that we left the 
two grave-diggers in a very interesting pe»- 
tvB^i but we mast now return and find 
thenrin one ht mmre interesting. Brfen^' 
they were both stooping down in the act of 
Iktening^ Davie in^ thd bottom of a ^kep 
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iiamwgr&ve, aad the stranger xsfcting onr* 
blue head-stone at theheadof the gvafs^ 
leaning forward over the shaft of. his spadfe* 
UFow, whether it was the noise made by the 
minister's bay horse that theX<ow]and strdQw 
ger heard, or the noise of Peter putting tfee 
muzzle of his Armado gun over the dikej^i^ 
of no consequence. It is certain he heaid 
some noise or other, and told Davie so inra 
whisper. ** Hush, I say," said he ; and ia 
!Dne moment after that» he received the om- 
'tents of Peter's huge gun in his baclc ; wh§n, 
-starting up with a convulsive spring, he f^ 
rhead foremast into the grave. 
. NofW, it so happened that Davie Duff's 
head >as turned away from the stranger at 
4his fatal crisis. He was stooping down 
with his head at the narrow end of the 
grave, being the one farthest from the stran- 
vtger ; so that the latter, on being shot dead, 
sprung first up, and then descending with 
vterrible force, head foremost into .the grave, 
.his'crdwn came with snek a tremendous bi!k^w 
^on the ba<?k part of Davie's.fa|re iiead^.tlpt 
dt felled him, as was UttJe w«id^. 48d 
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Aot otily 60^ but the stranger fidlm^iwith 
his whoU huge weight aboye the poor b»3k 
die, squeezed him dpse down to the bottodl 
o£ the narrow grave,^ with his . face amqng 
some loose earth, and there the two lay, ficm 
jKnd tsLSt. It was not long till Davie reo^ 
wexed to lif(^ at least a. kind of life, if li& 
il might be called. He pressed up his head» 
flsd finding that he had room to breathy )ie 
attempted to cry ; but alas, there was no^ 
body to hear his cry except Peter Gow, the 
smith, who was nearly in as bad drcum* 
jstances as himself. 

I think it was a wonder Davie did not 
attempt to rise, for if he had, and exerted 
himself well, he might certainly have got 
Stom below the dead man some way or other. 
However, he either could not rise, or did 
thA attempt it, for there be lay ; which cain 
be accounted for in no other way th^n by 
ascribing it to the ideaa which Davie had 
^eonoeived as toi^ the matters of fact< Dayie 
'i»etually thoQight he had been shot thrpugh 
J^ife buiderjpArt.of the he^ with :a bidtet 
')&« tfao6g^t/tbat when the stranger saw the 
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g^Ti^ .to be deep exKouglii «a4'tfaai lie luid. 
no more use for him, in order to prevent. 
hm £rQm telling tale% Jbe htd delibemtely 
Hfited one of the horse pistols and «hot huiu 
It is true, that on recovering from theistuu* , 
ning bbw, Davie felt that thepre vim sl dead 
body above him, for there were jouitfl like 
knees and elbows pressing into his fleshL 
But then he conceived that this was the 
dead womau in the bloody winding-sheet^ 
which the stranger had thrown in above 
hm» and afterwards, covered them both vf 
with the gravel and the green sods. Nowv 
really for a man to have attempted rising: 
in snch circumstances as these, would have \ 
been little short of madness. He was Sffst 
shot through the head, whioh he felt had > 
hurt his head very sore ; then stretched ia 
the bottom of a deep grave ; a deadeoipse* 
thrown above hira ; and ibove all» gxarei^i 
ai^soulis, and shank boaes^ and green sodi^ 
heaped up nobody knew how Ugbn and no*> . • 
body.Jinew bow deep^ If* Davie- had not -«' 
been halt m^d beifore^ the perfect lioii<vietiiCtft r 
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SriBy was still Hitting waiting for a sweets ' 
heart, whm the gun went off in the church- ' 
yatd. Fun weH she. knew the report of Pe- 
ter's intLsket, for thete was not one like it 
in tHe three counties; and it had heen let 
off tts a watchword to Sally before that time. 
^ f wonder if that jaunderin jealous body 
<he mimster be fa'en asleep yet ?*' thinlc^ 
Sally. ** I hae some doubts o% for he W2» 
watchin ine wi' rather mair than a jealous 
e'e the night. But FU bolt the inner kitcb« 
eii 'dooir, an* gang out to the hay loft to 
Peters I can win mair eadly out at the 
wm^w than he can win in.'* Sally listen** 
ed^ftBd listened a good while, and still she- 
tlK>tight she heard the minister stiixing ; 
but at leiigth, her patience being run out, 
and Peter nerer i^pearing at the window 
to ^bme in, she crept softly out and went 
into tlie bam loft, in which there w^e loop^' 
botes that lo«>ked bbth to the east and w^t 
Sallylddkfedkmt at them all, and listened^ 
but nothing could she either see or hear of 
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-Peter Gow. A low groveKing sound was 
all that she heard, which Had like to have 
impressed her with terror ; hut love is a 
.powerful passion', and easily triumphs over 
-every other. Sally remained where she was, 
'though not in the best humour imaginable 
rat her poaching lover. She looked east and 
west, and then "east again ; and to her utter 
amazement, beheld a huge, black, shapelei^ 
•body approaching the manse by a hollow 
concealed way. It was accompanied by two 
shining lights, the one appiarently on the 
one side, and the other on the other. This 
was too much for a maid to stand, however 
ideep in love ; and Sially, not knowing where 
.to find Peter Gow, the smith, flew back in 
rat the window, and, without so much as 
^riking up a light, rushed bfen to the mirii- 
.ster's diamber, and exclaimed — " His pre- 
'sence be about us, master ! get Up, get. up. 
cTliferfe is a band of muffled robbi^s bftmiaig 
:ui>'tihe back loaning, wi* spears^ ati' ^kn- 
.tewiSi ' Tse warrant they^ite gaun to rob^he 

itoatitel^-'- ^ ^ '-' ■ '••' -'"^^^^-^ 

"Sarah! I say, Sarah! Whither werie 
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you ? Why out of your apartment gpy^i^ 
out bands of robbers at this time, of night?" 

f' That's DO the concern at present, mas- 
ter. For gudesake, rise !" 
. " Sarah ! 1 say that is the concern, Sa- 
cah : and the one primary to all other con^ 
cems. But, Sarah, I say ; if you are afraid, 
ypu can remain, in the room with me. You 
JEHow I won't harm you.'' 
. "My truly! We hae other things to 
.think about, sir ! I'll run an' look, out at 
the back window. — Master, master ! Good 
heavens, master ! get up. It's a wheen men 
carrying a cofiin, an', they hae lights, an' 
•bibbs ;an' a' wi' them. Rise, an* let us watch 
what they're about" 

^^ Sarah, I won't move until you tell me 
where you were when you discovered ail 
this?", 

. " Hout, dear sir ! I wa£ out looking raf- 
ter your brown naig, ye ken. That bo^e 
.Cfaviie has b^n.naemair seen sin' ye>lQi^n- 
.den^4 him and turned him out — ^iSfJi^^'s 
-cauld ; and the poor beast.was starving l^^h 
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o*> caxild an* hunger. Sohiefj^y maun lool^ 
after your things, master/' 

^* Sarah ! it is not meet for ata engaging 
young woman to go out at midnight in thes6 
lawless times. Sit thee down on the sidfe of 
my bed here, in comfort and in peace ; for the 
less we have to do with these midnight m^ 
rauders, the better. I know they will be 
some of the clans foraging; but none df 
them will trouble me. Sit thee down, Sa- 
rah, for it is not meet that thou should'st 
be alone." 

Sarah flew to the back window once moridi. 
** Peace be wi' us, sir ! they're gaun straight 
to the kirk-yard wi't An* wow, but they 
be moving heavily — Now I have it— I*H 
wager kny head it is the kist o' good that 
i*ttslanditfi:ae France &r the use o' the 
Prince, wi' sic secrecy an' sic danger.* 

**tThat is a diflferent view of the subject, 
Sarah,** s^id the parson, flying to his clothes. 
^^ An^ 1 have no doubt it is the right one. 
Thou art a most ingeni(ms girl, Sarafa ! 
But, Sarahs I say. Ydurs is rathto a dM^ 
gttx^us bet, Sarah; Though ^9a-fe«n^^^ 
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irith your mBatff, I would nU like to hear 
you offer such a wager to every mau* Corner 
Sarab^ let us go hence and reconnoitre* This 
ifi a most interesting business." 

Sarah and her master hastened to the bam 
loft, from the back slits o£ whidi they had 
a view of the kirk^-yard ; and by the tiiae 
they- arrived there» tiie mourners were just 
entering the diurch-yard, bearing a coffin 
without any pall. All their speech was in 
an under voice, so that the minister and 
his maid could not make out its purpart ; 
but the men seemed at a loss^ and stood 
s^ ^iinspering. The moon was just at the 
setting,-^ her back seemed toudiing the 
vei^ of the dark mountain of Ben.Aker, 
and every shadow on the plain was lengths 
ened out to an enormous size. It was a. 
scene that had something in it wildly ter- 
rific.; sevea itnen in blacky like walking piL- 
law» bearing a coffin about at midnight 
with lanterns in their hands, swords by 
tbfttr aides, and glancing spears for hand^ 
i^bes^ By the help of the .lanterns they ^ 
SQi^^itcorered a pewvmade grave, near the . 
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middle of tlie bunaLgraand, being jstraigbt^ 
in a line with the eastern church door^io* 
ward which they carried the bier ; but set 
it down at a little distance, as if intent 
on searching for somethiog that they. still 
wanted. One. of the men with the lantern 
ivent forward to the grave^ and as suddenly 
recoiled; but these were men not to. be 
daunted; they. gathered. round the gcave, 
^nd astonishment giving, enei^ to their 
voices» the dialogue became loud and confu«> 
sed, for they were all speaking at once.. 
. ** It is JEJenning !" jsaid one. 

** Yes, by . ^ , it is !" said another. 
^ Who can have done this deed ?" 

" That must be searched into," -said he 
^lio appeared to be the chief. ^* And deady 
^lall the a^ressor pay £ir his temerity !" 
^ ;f He shall pay for it,** said two or three 
voices at once ; and with that they haul^ 
jed the body out of the grav^, and be^ui 
to examine how the wounds appeared to 
have been given, when one ariedput tbat 
. there was another. They looked ipjIfOr 0ie 
deep grave, and there lay the mpst ISK^ 
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ing sight of all.* The body of their friend 
was a little striped with blood, but this tm- 
dermost corpse was actually swathed and 
congealed in it. They hauled the body out, 
and the coagulated masses of blood came 
along with it, which so much disfigured the 
whole carcase, that it could hardly be taken 
for % human frame ; while at the same time 
there were clots of gelid clay hanging at the 
hair, on each side of the face, nearly as big 
as the fece itself. The whole group was 
manifestly much shocked at the sight; but 
how much more sro, when this horrible figure 
bolted up amongst their hands, and after 
sayingin a hurried voice— "Uasals, bithidh 
mi antaoch," (gentles, I shall be too late,) 
ran off towards the minister's house and va- 
nished. Numerous were the exclamations 
of Vottder that burst from the crowd ;* but 
the phenomenon was so much out of the 
cdtttse.of natilre, that none of them seert^i 
to* have ipowfer to move, or once td m^ke iatn 
^ ^elBDrt'to lay hold'of the polluted appariiiBn. 
^Jit^Ieng^h ottr two listeners hteaifff bnfe isajr- 
>%gUL<*^THat mifsl^be^ihttntird^ei^ They 
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Kave been fighting in the grave, and the 
one has overcome the other." 

*' How could that be?" said anotheh 
** However, I'll cause the paraonage to be 
searched to-morrow ; and if the culprit is" 
found there. Til bum it with fire.*' 
; The minister's blood ran cold to his heart ; 
for both he and Sally saw ftdl well that the 
bloody phantom that escaped from the grave 
was no other than their own most objsequi- 
ous servant and patient drudge, Davie DufiP. 
But the minister vowed in Sally's ear, that 
he would investigate the case without de*^ 
lay, and be beforehand with them, " I 
will sift the fool to the very soul in all that 
hath respect to this strange business," said 
he, '* and give him up to condign punish- 
ment. For it is better that the &ol perish 
in his folly, Sarah, than that the comely^ 
the gentle, and the good, should be cut oS 
from their generation, or any evil happen 
unto them.'' 

. The minister now grew frightened and 
im]^tient, and began to devitse means how 
they were best to conralt thdb: own safety ?r^ ^ 
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but Sally's eyes were rivetted an this ex- 
traordinary scene, and she would in now&e 
move tiU she saw the issue. The men were 
evidently much distressed, and moved about 
as if they wist not what to do. " They dare 
not deposit their gold, seeing they have 
. been discovered," said the minister. ** Woe 
be to that foolish old man ! How he came 
to be hid in a grave, I divine not/' 

But Sally saw a little farther than her 
master. She saw that Henning, the mur^ 
dered man, was no other than the identical 
LfOwlande?:, who came to her asking fpr I>a« 
vie ; and besides, there was another thing 
that pressed heavily on her mind. -She wa^ 
guxe it was the report of Peter Gow's gun 
that she had heard,, and she was also next 
to certain, that it came from about the very 
spot where this stranger appeared to be mui:* 
d^edv Thiis \^as a perplexing matter to her, 
ai^d she. longed much to hear David!s .^o* 
count of it ; but being curious to witness 
the pairt^y^s proceedings, she prevailed on her 
ina^t^l^tp. remain* which they both did^ 
ihoi)^^eatly agitated. 
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The mysterious group now scattered them-< 
selves all over the church-yard, trying also 
to get into the church, which they did not 
eflPect ; hut at length, by the help of the 
lanterns, the corpse that Davie had seen 
in the twilight was discovered — the coflSn 
was brought to the place, and the body de- 
posited in it ; and then it was decently in- 
terred, with manifest grief and solemnity, 
and with all the cerenionies of the Romish 
church. 

The party next gathered about the dead 
man, and held some conversation that our 
couple could not hear ; at length one of the 
number bolted out at the gate, and, to the 
great annoyance of the minister and his 
maid, was rapping and shouting at the door 
of the Manse ere ever they got time to 
think where they were, or how situated. 
The man appeared resolved to take no de- 
nial; he called at the door, and at every 
window round the dwelling, all to the same 
purpose. It was impossible to be in a more 
awkward predicament, than the reverend 
parson and his house.k0eper now found 

16 
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tbanselvcs ; for the door to the little ham- 
lofty that entered hy a stone stair, was so 
near to the front door, where the man stood, 
that a rat could not have eome out without 
being seen. The church and manse stood east 
4Uid vfesU as they do to this day» and the 
little row of office-houses stood then in a 
cross line between them» there being only a 
narrow entry between these and the manse, 
so that the stone stair was not ten steps 
from the door. What was to be done ? 
The man would break into the house, and 
nobody in it — Indeed the door only stood 
an the latch, but the mode of opening it was 
critical to find. 

The situation of the two inmates of the 
barn-loft grew every moment more perilous ; 
for the, men in the church-yard, hearing the 
noise made by their comrade, dispatched 
four other men, with a lantern, who came 
to his a^istance. The doors were now sur- 
roun^ded, and, worst of all, the barn-loft 
dojor stood open, and was the only open 
place f;o befoi^nd. There was now no avoid- 
.. VOL, in. c 
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ing a discovery, and one which was likely 
to prove highly detrimental to the reverend 
and stately, clergyman. He saw the danger 
too well, and whispered in Sally's ear, "For 
the sake of keeping thy own character alto- 
gether unblemished, Sarah — I say, Sarah, 
cover me up with that hay." 

Sally obeyed, and rolled the hay. over 
above him as quickly and as silently as she 
could ; but it seems she had made some 
noise, for she instantly saw the light of the 
lantern flashing into the loft ; and, percei- 
ving the men approaching, she sprung out, 
and met them on the stair. — " What is it, 
gentlemen, what is it ?" said she, speaking 
hurriedly, to give them no time for surmises ; 
" I beg your pardon for being out oVmy 
maister's at this time o' the night, or the 
mbmin' rather, an' him no at hame.— What, 
i' gude's name, has. brought ye a' here? I 
hope there's nought wrang has happened ?rr- 
Eh ?— Is the, Pretender catch'd, after a'? 
I beg your pardon, gentlemen." 

" Be not alarmed, pretty girl,'* said a 
venerable gentleman ; " we mean no barm 
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to you, nor any thing that belongs to your 
master, whom I know to be a worthy, 
good man, and staunch to the true cause. 
But there has been a murder committed 
here last night on one of otu: fiiends; 
and " 

^* Aih !— O dear ! A murder, said you ? 
How? — .where, where ? — No here, I hope?** 
<5ried Sally, with well-feigned surprise and 
terror — ** Peace be wi* us, sir ! I heard a 
gun gae a£F; an' that was the very thing 
brought me out o' my bed, — For, d'ye ken, 
^, our man has been a-wantin a' night, poor 
body! an' he*s no that sound in his mind; 
an' I was fear'd something had befa'en him, 
an' our maister, the minister, no at hame, 
ye see. I hope it's no him that's murdered?" 

** No, it is not he," said the old gentle- 
man ; ** but there was one escaped from us 
a little while ago, whom we suspect for the 
murder — He took shelter in these pre- 
mises, and we followed to make a search for 
him, as well as to request of you the key of 
the church, that we may deposit the body 
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x>f the deceased liiel:e,'U]itU this matter be 
investigatedi* 

" Certainly, sir, certainly,'' said Sally ; 
** ye sal hae the key, an' leave to search a' 
•my maister's house, but i»n' ben-^tha^e's 
nought in't that he needs to think shame 
V, I hope. Come in, sir, come in out o' the 
cauldair." ■'■".' 

The venerable captain was going to ac- 
quiesce in her bidding, aiid was just about 
to follow her into the house, to the great 
relief both of Sally and the minister, when 
a dark-browed warrior interfered, and, with 
a jealous aspect, said to the leader, ^^ Fer- 
,haps, my lord, it would be as well to explore 
.that hay-loft first.-^It strikes ine that the 
girl would scarcely be there by herself; 
and, if there be an opening towards the 
church-yard, the deed may have been done 
from it The girl is a smart, acute girl, 
but she app^rs to me a little fluttered in 
her manner." 

*^ Very well," said the senior ; *^ let us 
search the loft then." 
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:'' O^ ye need never; &sh to seek the laft» 
air/' said Sally, turning suddeidy back; 
** there's naebody there— no ane,*-I just 
ran up to see if our auld man wMna therc^ 
poor body ; and when I saw you come to 
the door, I durst hardly, come down again-^ 
that was a'. But I needna hae been sae 
fear'd — a woman need never be &ar'd im 
a true g^itleman — never. — Ye needna seek 
the laft, sir." 

^' It is but a step/' said t^e jealous knight, 
leading the way, 4nd aU the rest following 
him. 

When Sally ^w that they would be in^ 
she sprang up the stone stair, and was in 
the first of them all. *' See, it's but a gawk's 
nest," said she — ^* amouse eould hardly hide 
itsel in it. — iThere's naething i' the warid 
here but the naig's wee pickle hay. Come 
away— I'm aye feai^der to bawi' men beside 
hay nor ony gate elfce." 

** Ay, let us go — ^there is no perstm here," 
said the old sire. 

*' Stop ! — let me see," said the other 
knight ; and taking a. fork, he began.tossing 
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over the brown nag's hay. Behold !— in 

half a minute he pulled the reverend divine 
out by a foot into the middle of the loft ; 
and then every eye was turned on SaUy^ 
while the man with the lantern held it up 
to her face, and down to the minister's aU 
temately. " You have hot been always so 
mtich afraid of men beside hay ; it seems to 
have arisen from someveryrecent treatment^ 
that aversion," said the old gentlemati* Tor 
really the scene was so ludicrous, it woiild 
have been impossible to help making some 
remarks on it, however grievous the erranW 
men might be employed in. The minister wa$ 
clothed in his night-gown and slippers, with- 
out a neck- cloth ; his stockings not drawn 
up, and his night-cap on his head ;— ^for he 
had been in such a hurry to see what be- 
came of the chest of French gold, that he 
had not taken time to dress himself any 
better. He pretended to be dead, or asleep, 
which made the matter worse ; for he found 
that he had not power to look his patron in 
the face, having been tutor and chaplain in 
his family for many years, and preferred by 
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him to that living. They turned him over 
and over ; hut still his eyes remained shut> 
and his joints as supple as a pelt. At length 
they heaved him up on his feet, and then 
percdving that they were lighting the stump 
of a flamheau at the lantern, he was ohliged 
to open his eyes, and make himself alive ; 
for he was afraid they were going to hold it 
to his nose. But he did this with such a pi- 
teous aspect, that nothing could be so ri- 
sible. — His &ce hung all to one side, and 
there was a smile on it of absolute despera- 

ti<Ml. 

" What ! my reverend and worthy friend !" 
said the old Baron — " How is this ? — May 
I believe my own sight ?" 

** O my lord! let not the ambiguity on 
the instant, involving iny category, influence 
your preconception for one moment ! Con- 
ceive it an innocent antarthritic, my lord^ — 
a specific, counteracting spasmodic contrac- 
tion — ^in short, an anamorphosis, my lord — 
an— an— — '* 

" Pray, say no more about it, most pro- 
found sir," said the old gentleman—^' the 
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matter is quite evident;; and the only tbing' 
tliat now astonishes me in it is» how yout 
should have chosen this cold, open loffc, to^ 
enjoy your maid's company^ rather than a^ 
snug room, and a feather-bed«— Had not; 
you two the whole house to yourselves ?" 

^* There is no pli^sure unleiss some pdn 
he undergone in acquiring it^" said the jea-. 
lous knight-—" It has been the damsel's av»* 
sion to hay that has induced his choice." 

" O the expansibility of misprision !" ex- 
claimed the minister^ as the men walked 
out ; for they did not list to stay longer lis-^ 
tening to his inex^oable subterfuges. As 
for Sally, she was so much kept from the 
company of men, that she always rejoiced to 
be in it ; and therefore, drawing near to the 
stranger whose &ee she liked the best, she 
tapped him on the elbow, and gave him a 
mnk with her eye to mark her master's con*^ 
fusion. 

They now lighted their torches, and pro- 
ceeded to search for honest David, leaving 
a guard at the door. SaHy, who was as 
anxious to come &t the truth as any of them. 
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lecti^he wejr, mth a %ht8ame step, for she 
](ii0w.all Bavie-s luddng-places, aad led to 
the right one at the very first It was a 
small jdarkganet-^ooBQ, where he slept, and 
iBJnjclihe always held as his castle, deeming 
it inaceessftle. It was so, in a great mea- 
sure; for the only entrance to it was hy a 
ladder and trap-door ; and when the ladder 
was drawn up, and the trap-door holted 
above, there was no possibility of entering 
it, save by scaling the roof. Sally percei- 
ved it to be ia this condition, and, certain 
that the fox was in his hole, she beckoned 
the gmitlemen to remain bdow until she 
tried to bring him from his cover by wiles. 

" Davie! hiUo, Davie! — ^Are ye sleep-- 
ing ?" cried she. 

^^ Yes»'' returned he, with the most simple 
stupidity. 

** Then ye maim.waukin yoursel up, an* 
come a^' speak. to the minister directly." 

" Fat te teal is he vantin vit hersel now?" ' 

Davie was not in a con4ition to appear ; 
and, besides, he had gotten forty shillings 
that night, which he had laid snugly by, 
c2 
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in the dark, beside his other savings, audi 
these were no trifle. G)nseqiiently, Davi^ 
having a clear conscience, fdt his indepen- 
dence, and answered accordingly. Or per- 
haps he heard the noise about the doors^ 
and durst not for his life come down.-^ 
" You mhay tell her mhaister, that she wolt 
rather be staying till mhoming," added he. 

*M.tell ye to come down directly!" re- 
iterated Sally. 

" Pooh, pooh !" exclaimed the provoking 
beadle ; " I tell you she no pe choming the 
length of her prog till it pe tay ; and so you 
mhay tell her mhaister — And so you and he 
mhay gho to te pam, an you pe Ihiking it, till 
the same time — And so ten, should he put 
hersel out at te toor ackain,.she shall nefer 
mhore return forward to it — Cot tamn !" 

Sally ran down the stair again. — " He'll 
no come his fit length, gentlemen— He's 
just lying flytin and swearin like mad," said 

she. 

: " Sarah — I say, Sarah, does the fellow 
refuse to come at my bidding? 'Give me the 
light, Sarah — I will cause him to come in 
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oae moment !" said the parson, taking the 
light, and striding up the stair, while all 
the rest drew near to hear the dialogue, 
which ran thus : — 

" David ! — I say, David, do you hear 
my voice, you scullion ?" 

'' Och, seadh, seadh ! — She hears it pet 
ter eneugh." 

" Come down then, in a moment, when 
I desire you !" 

. " Will you pe going to turn her out at 
te toors ackain, tat you^may pe getting te 
(righ to yoursel ?" 

" What do you say, David ? I say, do 
you know whom you speak to, David ? If 
you do not come down on the instant, when 
I desire you, sirrah, I'll have you dragged 
down> whipped^ and turned out of your 
place!" 

" Och ! and to pe sure you will ! And 
you'll pe taking care tat she'll;not haif you 
turned out of your place first—should hei 
nainsel pe turned out of .«r place, it will 
not pe for te colpach — ^nor for going to te 
p^m-loft— n(»r^ for seeding him's leanamh. 
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out to te deogbsit-^or for strhiking a poor, 
iniioeent, fiiiighted feor mt a stidc-— Cot's 
malluich !*V 

" I'll force the loft, and have you drag* 
geddoiim instantly !-~ril have you hanged, 
you in&mous dog !" 

:*^ Petter Ihet alone, coot sir ! When her- 
sel pe put mhad, she not pe to meddle wit — 
She'll pe firing te ihouse, should she have 
more of your buairing T 

The parson was as1x>^nded. — He went 
back staring^ and always repeating, ^ The 
fellow is distracted! There is something 
v«ry extraordinary in the matter ! — very 
traordinary indeed !" 

^- I think I have stormed a stronger ci- 
tadel," !^id the jealous knight ; and taking 
two chairs and a poker, he had the trap 
door forced in a twinkling. Davie appear** 
ed above, a frightful apparition, waving a 
rusty sword ; but the dark stranger present- 
ing one of his old friends, a horse-pistol, at 
his head, he cried^out, and yielded. Sally 
screamed when she saw him all covered 
over with blood ; the minister called out to 
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sliodt liim dead^ for thstevcM no doubt he 
was a murderer. But the old Baron re- 
inatked, that, though appearances vrere 
Strongly against him, he did not look like 
oif^e that would be guilty o£ a muider. 

" His garments do bewray him," said the 
minister; '^ and I would advise, my lord, 
that he be hanged, or shot dead on the in- 
stani-^Believe me it is a most pestilent 
fellow. But the other minute he threaten- 
6d to bum my house ; Biad did he not at^ 
tempt to kill' this worthy gentleman, rather 
than be taken ? His guilt is manifest-^It 
were better and safer that he were dispatdi- 
ed. Although my own servant, I give him 
up ! I give him up ! I give him up T' 

*' Hoiit, dear maister ! I think ye'll be 
wrang," said Sally ; ^* ane disna ken what 
provocation he may hae gotten.— *But if 
otiiet focks let Davie alane, I could wag^ 
my head^ that he'll hurt naebody.'' 
' **^ Which of your h^ds, pretty girl, do 
you wager ?" said one. 

" Sarah— mark me, Sarah!— Did I Hot 
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tdl you that that was not a proper b^t ta 
oflFer strangers?" 

^* I dinna like to bear fock accused, wrang* 
ously," returned Sally, lending a deiaf ear 
to the minister's reproof, which she knew 
was bred of jealousy. — " Though Davie 
never did me ony gude that he could help, 
I'll stand on his part there, though I should 
tell some things that are against myseL I 
could gie my bible-oath on it, that Davie 
wadna attempt the life o' either man or 
woman, if no driven to it through despera- 
tion.-r-In sic a case as that, he is nae better 
than a mad dog; but that isna his blame. 
At ony rate, he wadna be the 6r8t trans- 
gressor,*' 

''I am of your opinion, maid," said the old 
Baton. ^^ In the meantime, if you and your 
reverend master will retire for a while by 
yourselves, if the hay-loft has not wearied 
you, I would ask this unchristian>like fellowa 
few questions in. the presence of my friends 
only." 

" Ye had better let me stay, sir," quoth 
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Sally ; '* I could maybe pit you and him 
baith right in some things." 

** We will hear you afterwards, pretty 
one,'' said he ; ^* please to allow us this apart* 
ment for a little space." 

" Heigh-how ! Come away then, mas- 
ter — we maun away to our — different ends 
o' the house," said Sally, the last words in 
a loud key, and woful whine. 

" Well, I do emy that stupid parson," 
said one, *^ the possession of such a maid!" 

" The girl is a proper one," said the old 
chief ; ** and, if I do not mistake, for all her 
flippancy, a virtuous one." 

" Humph !" said the jealous knight. 

" Now, David," said the old chief, "tell 
me truly, and in as few words as you can, 
what you know about this murder. — Some- 
thing you must know about it ; and the 
less you deviate from sted&st truths it i^all 
be the better for you." 

" It was te Lowlander tat mprdered me, 
your honour ; and she does not know who 
mordered any of te more." 
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'^ Who more do* you 8uj>;(>0se welre: mtiirw 
dered beside yourself ?" 

^f Och ! ter was telbady in te clodi^ Her 
naiBsel does not know in te whowle world> 
who it was tat mordered her." : 

" And pray, what provoked the Low- 
lander^ to murder you, David ?" 

" Tat have puzzled her very great to» 
know, your honouir ; for he just called out > 
' M<»-der ! mcmleir !' to himself, and ten he 
shot me fcrou te forward part of te hind, 
head." 

The gentlemen then proceeded to: exa^ 
mine the place whereDaviewas shot through, 
the headland found that his headwaswound- 
edf but there ware no marks of a ball having 
entered it. ^ 

** It is a compound contusion," said one:. 

*? Yes, and so it is, yout honour," said 
David^^^^ it has made a confounded confu* 
sion inteed !" 

Hearing they could make nothing of 
Davie that way, not knowing to what ch*- 
cumstances he alluded, the old. Baron desi-^ 
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sired him to b^n and relate all he knew 
about the church-yatd that night — every 
thing that he had seen^ and everything that 
had befallen to fahn» and then tiiey would 
know on what pobts to examine him.— The 
unhicky and fatal incident has been rekted 
already ; but Davie's statement was so sin- 
gnlar, and shews so manifestly how much 
an eye mid ear-witness may be mistaken^ 
that really it is worthy of being preserved. 

" Te tale pe very shortly just tis, your 
honour: — Hersel was watering mhe mhais« 
tet's horse, and Ihooking all te way down te 
rhiver, for fear of peholding te pogle ; and 
so mhe mhaister's horse he Ihooked te wrong 
way, and so he was greatly and terribly 
frightened, and so ten he tossed himself 
off at te one side, and herself off at te oder ; 
and so ten she was Ihaid into te church- 
yhard.** 

** Let me understand you as you go along, 
David. Do you mean to say that your mas- 
teffir horse ran off, and threw you into the 
grave?" 

" Och ! not at all, your honour ! — ^tat 
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was not peen possible for a horse to doo ! 
Te church-yhard was tere, your honour, and 
I was Ihooking tere, for fiear what I might 
see; and so mhe mhaister's horse, he was 
Ihooking here, to see what he could see, and 
so he saw mhore tan he should not have 
seen ; and ten, och ! he was so frightened, 
tat he trew himself off tat way, and her- 
nain-sd off tis way ; and so ten I went into 
te church-yhard wit my head and my f heet, 
and all ; and so tat was peing te whowle 
trooth." 

*^ You do not mean to say that no more 
befel you, and that your narrative is done, 
David r 

" Ooch! Cot pless your honour, she nope 
pegun yet — nor half pegun ! but Ihaif Ihost 
howldofher." 

" What did you see when you were 
thrown into the church-yard ?" 

" Ay; tere she pe on her way now ! — So 
when I puts up my head, I sees a tead Ihady 
Ihying in a pluddy shait ; so ten I was far 
more worser affrighted than mhe mhaister*s ^\ 
horse ; and so ten te great man wit te spade "^ 
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he comes rhunning and calling mhe to stbp^ 
but I would not stop ; and so he pursued 
mhe ; and I got home pefore him^ and called 
out fhor mhercy ; put mhe mhaister shut me 
phy te nheck out to te vhile Lowlander 
again — Cot's Ihong tamn pe on him ! And 
so ten te Lhowlander seized me py te nhed:, 
and he drhags mhe away to te church -yard, 
and ten he would pe asking mhe of tis mhan's 
grave, and te oder mhan's grave, and all te 
graves in te whowle world; and I tould 
him. And so ten he asked if I could show 
him te purial of te Clhan-Mhore ; and I 
towld him. And so ten he says. Fat new 
grave pe tis tat's puried here? — ^And I 
towld him tat it was Mhaister Jhon's grave 
tat was puried tere. And he ordhers mhe to 
beghin and work a grave at te very side of 
Captain Jhon's grave ; and I said I would 
nhot work a grave in te night. And he 
pulled out a Ihittle p^d gun on te sharge, 
and howlds her to mhy fhace ; and ten I 
mhade te grave, and a very ghood grave 
^he was, and mhore dheep tan two graves ; 
but he stood always over me wit te two^ 
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Ihittle guns on te sharge. And him was a* 
very ghood f hellow too, if he had not purnt 
off tej shot. So when he tought te grave 
was dheep enough, tat hersel might not 
tell any tales, he pangs up, and calls out, 
* Morder ! morder !' and shot .mq on te head 
until I was died* And so ten he goes and 
hearings te oder.corp of te Ihady", andlays 
her alongside apoveme,and puried us poth 
up together. And so tere I was Ihying un-. 
til you heard, my cries, and/ took me out, 
which was. very khind inteed, shentjenians, 
for she was to have peen very padly off!" 

" And is that all truth that you have 
told me?" 

"Every word of it, your honour." 

" Well, it so.happens, that in the one 
half of it tat kas^ then^ is not a true word. 
But tell BBit thisi.did youih^r theLowlai^-* 
der call out f tauider^ bffore he fired at 
you." 

" Och and you may.pe shure she did, 
your honour." 

" And did you likewise hear the report 
of the gun ?" 
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^^ And so she did, too, very loud. For 
she wais thinking it had proken up the 
church !^ 

^^ It is plain that this honest fellow is 
mistaken,'' said the dark warrior. ** Uete 
are our friend's pistols ; they are both load- 
ed ; and therefore it appears evident to me, 
that th^ act has been committed by some 
brave fellow of our clan, who has knocked 
down the one and shot the other, and after- 
wards thrown them both into one grave, 
from an idea that they were robbing our se- 
pulchres." 

** I thank you for the hint, nephew," said 
the old chief. ** You have hit it. And 
now that I get jfc right view of it, the mat- 
ter is self-evident. It must turn out ex- 
actly as you say. Henning is shot in the 
back, — his own pistols both loaded. David 
heard both the report of the musket and thie 
cry of murder, and all these taken together 
leAve iiot a shade of doubt how the inci- 
dents have followed each other. The issue 
is a grievous one, but offence has not been 
m^ant. And now, David, you are ait li- 
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beity. Here is a guinea for you^ but keep 
all that you have seen and heard to-night a 
profound secret. Tell it not even to your 
reverend master^ nor to his buxom butler; 
and, note me, you shall not miss your re- 
ward either way." 

" Ohon-ou-righ !" exclaimed David* " Te 
pettermost ting tat your honour can doo 
would pe to tak her along wit you as one, 
&t you call an urras, tat is a braighdean- 
gill. For me mhaister might make her tell 
wit a stick laid on her ; and her mustress 
sell might hunger her into profession. And 
so your honour may pe needing a grave 
made very shoone, as I hope, so I will go 
along wit you ; and may te much creat pig 
tevil take away me mhaister and his prown 
horse too ! As for mustress SaU, it's a very 
good child if it were not so macnusach, 
tat is fat you call te whanton/' 

The party then dispersed with all expe- 
dition, taking Davie along with them, and 
locking the dead body of Henning up in 
the church. But there was one that heard 
all tibis examination, and its final result, 
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tod who treasured it up every word, to use 
as circumstances might require, and this was 
no other than pretty SaUy, the minister's 
maid, who knew the peeping and listening 
holes about the old Manse better than the 
minister did himself; so well, indeed, that 
there was very little passed within its Walls 
that she was not mistress of. As soon as 
the party were fairly gone, he came to her 
with a rueful countenance. ^* Sarah, I say, 
Sarah, I am undone ! Quite undone ! Hi« 
therto have I been a hyperitieter, but now 
an ambiloquy. This deprehension hath 
been most unimprovable, and the susci- 
piency as disingenious. And, Sarah, I say, 
Sarah, your chatacter is ruined too/* 

^ Hout! I dinna think it^ sir. An 
they kend how little danger I was in, they 
wadna mak sae muckle about it." 

''. Sarah ! It is a sad alternative for a gen- 
tleman of my superlative qualifications, in 
all matters relating to intelligendality, to 
be bound and obligated either to suffer ir- 
f^aimable derogation, or enter the state 
hymenean, with a flower in the very lowei^t 



72 THE THEEE PERILS 

walks of feminality. Do you comprehend 
me, Sarah ?" 

" Hardly, sir/' 

** I say, Sarah. — To save your reputa- 
tion we must marry. That is plain, Sa- 
rah r 

" Very plain, sir. And so we will marry, 
I hope. But not together, sure ?" 

** Yes, together, Sarah.'* 

** Then you must get a better man servant 
than David, sir." 

" I say, hold your tongue, Sarah. 
Wherefore must I do that ?" 

*' Because an ye dinna get a better ane 
than him, sir, ye will hae a' to do yoursel— 
that is, I will hae a' to do mysel, sir." 

** O, but you will have a maid then, Sa- 
rah, which is much better. You will have 
a maid." 

'^ I dinna ken about that sae wed, sir. 
But, gae your ways to your bed, for it's 
quite on i' the morning, an' we'll think 
about it." 

^* I wish these friendsof my lord's, and bis 
duinhe-wasals be all gone. Some of them 

14 
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were eyeing you, Sarab. We have seen 
terrible sights to*night» Sarah. I confess I 
feel a little afraid to remain alone.'' 

'^ Pm no ae grain feared, sir. I'll bolt a' 
the doors, inner an^ outer, an' sae*good morn- 
ing t'ye." 

" S^ah, I say, Sarah. Don't be too 
fidueial, Sarah. Beware of being too fidu- 
cial" 

Sally was dressed for the courting over- 
night, and glad to get quit of her formal 
pedantic master. She bolted all the doors, 
flew out at the kitchen- window, and, dark 
as it was, taking her tartan-plaid about her, 
she hasted down to the hamlet to the resi* 
denoe of Peter Gow the smith. Ere ever 
she reached the house she perceived that 
there were lights in it, while all the rest of 
the village was in darkness. The door wajs 
bolted, but she would not rap for fear of 
giving serious alarm. She therefore sent her 
well-known voice softly through the win- 
dow, (not much encumbered with fine glass 
panes,) and instantly every tongue in the old 
smith's cot pronounced in Gaelic^ Mor Gil- 

VOL. III. D 
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naomh, (Sally Nii^n), and soon and blythe- 
ly was she admitted. Peter was in a terri- 
ble state. He had shot men before that; biait 
the idea of having committed a murder on 
he knew not who— in all likelihood some ho- 
nest neighbouring deer-stalker like himself; 
perhaps some husband, or fond lorer, mourn- 
ing over an untimely grave; or^ perhaps, 
the parson of the parish himself — In short, 
the singular circumstance of having shot a 
man for a buck, preyed very deeply on Pe- 
ter's mind. He had reached home in such 
a fointish and raving state, that his father 
and step-mother were obliged to sit up with 
him. Still he had not summoned so much 
confidence as to tell them his case, but he 
talked something of joining Lord Lewis 
Gordon's regiment as soon as day-light ap- 
peared. 

** What ir ye doing sae soon asteer, good 
focks?** said Sally, " Pate, what's come 
ower ye that ye hae the twa auld fock stand- 
ing hinging ower your bed at this time o' 
the morning ?" 
• ** Och, alid we do little know, pretty Muss 
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Sally, what is the matter with our good Pe- 
tN r said old Margaret. " Him is very 
nek and raving, and not good at all." 

^' I can tell you the whole, and it is for 
lliat I have come at sic an hour," said SiaUy. 
^^ He has shot one of the followers of Lord 
Clan-More up at the door o* our kirk. The 
auld lord an' some o' his gang hae already 
been at the manse, seeking for the murderer, 
as they ca' him; an' we hae been a' exa- 
mined, an' the corpse is lockit up i' the kirk, 
an' there's siccan a fie*gae*to as never was 
seen. Now I kend brawly wha did the 
deed ; but yet when our poor Davie was 
like to be inveigled in it, I took his par^ ; 
but they hae ta'en him away wi' them. 
— ^D'ye hear what I'm saying. Pate ?" 

** Yes, I do. Who was the man that is 
shot? Tell me that," said Peter, setting 
his pale face out of his wattled bed. 

^* He was a Lowland adventurer, it 
seems," said Sally ; " a man of some ac- 
count, and great credit with the family. 
And if ony malice, or design, or blackguard 
intent, can be made out against the person 
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that has done the deed, his life's no worth 
a sma' preen. I ken brawly wha killed the 
man, for I hae a wee inklin o' the SpanM 
language. But, Peter, ye maun tell me 
this, and ye maun tell it me privately in my 
own ear, that nae other witnesses may hear , 
it, — what for did ye shoot the roan ?'* 

Peter told her frankly, in a whisper, thi^ 
he took him for a buck; at wliich she could 
not preserve her gravity. She then asked 
if he saw only one person, to whidi he an* 
sweredin the affirmative, and wondered whea 
she told him that there were two of th^n« 
the one shot and the other felled on the 
head with some blunt instrument, and both 
flung, the one above the other, into an open 
grave. " Now I can tell ye, Peter," rejoin- 
ed she, " there is just ae way that ye can 
save your life. Dinna ask ony man- about 
the mischance, for the less ye ken about it 
the better ; but if ever ye be ta'en up, just 
say that ye war gaun to the eourtin, (for ye 
maunna for your life say a word about the 
deer-stealing,) an' that as ye war gaun by 
the kirk-yard ye saw somebody raising the 
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body of tl^ brave Capt^oi Jobn M'Evw 
at midnight, an' that ye thought that wasna 
fidr, an* that they were some raaeals or ene- 
mies of the Clan-More, wha deserved a mark 
to kmi them by, an' that^ for this purpose 
ye ran bame for your gun an' gae them a 
good thunderin shot» an' came your ways 
again. Now, Peter, if ye haena the &oe 
to tell that, ye're a dead man, an' the soon- 
er ye make your testment the better. But 
if ye tell that plain blunt story, ye'U baith 
get honour an' prefennent. Do ye see 
through it ? Will ye promise me, that, for 
the sake o' your ain life, ye'U just tell that 
stsory?" 

'* Oeh, what then ? And so I will," said 
Peter, taking her hand. " It will do ko 
very good, and tell so very good! Och, what 
a. comfort you have brought to my heart, 
dear Sally! You must be my own— ^inteed 
you must be my own, good Mor Gilnaomh, 
fi>r I see I coul^ not live a day without you. 
And, do you know, M6r, I lost my plaid, 
and my bonnet, and gun, all at the church- 
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yard; shall I go with you and set you 
home, and try to find them ?" 

** Na, na, stay whaur you are. Pate. Ye 
wad make me feared to gang wi' ye, wi* your 
white ghaist-like face. 1 suspect there is 
an armed guard ajbout the kirk the night, 
ai^* gin ye war seen gaun stauping ahout» 
ye might get as good as ye hae gi'en. On- 
ly promise me this, that you will stidk fay 
the clue I hae gi'en you, or ye're a lost 
man." 

Peter promised faithfully, and gave Sally 
his hand on it as she rose to ga away. 
When she turned round, there was old Gow 
the smith standing with the pint whisky- 
bottle below his arm, and a horn that would 
have held a fiiU gill, to give Sally a dram, 
the only beverage of estimation in the High- 
lands. But before proflPering it, the worthy, 
sire took a bumper himself to the kind toast, 
" Slkint falkin M6r Gilnaomh griwihacb," 
for old Grt)w had but few words of English ; 
and Sally, after putting it to her lips, trip-^ 
ped away home by herself^ 
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CIRCLE II. 

She lay down till it was light without 
^sting off her clothes, and then peeping 
though the garden-hedge, and from the 
barn-loft, she at last discovered that the 
church and burial-ground were watched by 
two clansmen in arms ; but as it was now 
mcHning, they sat under their plaids in the 
dielter of the church-gable. She therefore 
peeped about, from the inside of the garden, 
till she discovered her lover's plaid and bon- 
net lying close at the stile by. the garden- 
corner. She soon found means to get hold 
cvf these, and, carrying them into the manse, 
for security she hid them in her own bed, 
below the mattress. To come at the gun 
was not such an easy matter. She saw per- 
fectly well where it would be, at the point 
nearest to the new grave ; but to get at it 
without being seen by the guards, in the 
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day-time, was impracticable, thechurch-yard 
wall being so low, and so many breaches in 
it. Still she was desirous of having every 
means of proof in her own power, to pro- 
duce, or not to produce, as subsequent events 
required. Therefore, without more ado, she 
sDooded up her raven locks, took her man- 
tle about her, and, going through the bam 
at the nearest into the church-yard, went up 
to the two gttards. She soon saw that nei- 
ther of the two had been in the manse the 
night he&are with the Chief of the Clan- 
More, and that they were only vassals, and 
aoeosted them with great freedom, making 
j&any cisrious inquiries. The men answer- 
ed her civilly, and were as curious, on their 
parts, to know the issue of the investigation 
in the manse, which she recounted to them, 
not according to the truth, but according as 
it suited the whims of her own fancy. 
^ But the warst thing of aV added she, 
** they hae away our poor daft servant an* 
bedlar wi' them, an' I'm sure he's nae mair 
guilty o't than I am. Come away in, gen- 
tlemen, the morning's snell, an' I hae d 
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good file i' the kitchen. We'll see what's 
in the minister'fi bottle. He disna like 
ower weel to see mony strangers about the 
house, honest man, but he'll no be up for 
these three hours to come. There's muckle 
good water rins by when the miller sleeps. 
Come away in, gentlemen.'^ 

The two men followed her in with thank- 
ful hearts, and she was even better than her 
word, for she treated them with bread and 
cheese, and each a quaigh of strong aquavi* 
tie, and conversed with them so freely that 
they were quite charmed with her. 

'' Sit still, gentlemen," said she, ''and 
warm yourselves. I am obliged to go out 
for a little to look after the beasts, for your 
master having taken our old man from us, 
I am ostler, dairy*maid, cook, and house* 
keeper, all in one, here." Then leaving 
them by the kitchen door, she turned the 
key behind her, and running through the 
bam and the church-yard, in two minutes 
she had the Spanish gun safely deposits 
^ below the hay in the barn4oft, for she 
could not well get it into the manse with* 
D 2 
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out being seen. After that she actually 
went and foddered the beasts, and returns^, 
to the men. .<, f^p,t)t 

Before that time, however, the! striCffig 
whisky, and that drunk in a cold mornfiirg, 
had loosed the men's tongues, so that they 
were going on at no easy rate, greatly to the 
praise. of Sally. But the minister had not 
slept sound that morning. He found that 
his moral character stood in a questionable 
light, and was exceedingly uneasy about itw 
Anon a distant sound of strange voices fell 
on his ears. He listened for some time 
wildi his head and long neck extended over 
the bed, and the din increasing, he rang the 
little hand-bell that stood always on the 
chair at his bed-side. No Sally arrived. — 
" What can be the meaning of this?*' 
thought the minister. ^' Who can be in 
my house so early on a Sabbath morning ? 
And what have they done with my maid 
Sarah? It will be that vagabond, young 
Gow, who is never away from her ; perhaps 
he has her in bed» and is holding her there, 
that she ^9 -not answer my summons. I 
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mil inflict retribution on the dog. I m\t 
shoot him, — there shall be more corpses 
than one. I shall certainly dedecorate his 
coneapiscentiality for once.'' 

The minister started from his bed, put 
on his gown, and strode silently along the 
entrance; then putting his ear close to the 
back of the kitchen-door to listen, he heard 
the following short and unmeaningdialogue. 
The men's brains were touched by the ar- 
dent spirits, and one of them was pretend- 
ing to be fallen deeply in love with Sally, 
while the other as jocularly was deploring 
his case. ** It pe a fery pad stroke for you 
Us, Donald. I doon't know in te whowle 
world fat temunister will pe saying of it fan 
he loses his mustreiss ?" 

*^ I doon't care a single but of te tamn 
for temunister. Ton. I will marriage her, 
and fat te teal will him say to tat? Pe 
M'Mari, I'll kuss her pefore him'g^face, and- 
never say, Mauster Parson, how do- you 
doo?" 

** Impertinent and licentious dog I** ex- 
claimed the minister to himself} and at that 
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mmnent fially hutat in at the &(mt dooir 
upon Idm, on which he made for his roam^ 
cowering along the entrance, and taking 
immense strides. ^ Licentious dog !" said 
he. '^ He has been in bed with her all this 
morning; his ne^hbour has come and 
caught him there, and now he has no re« 
source but to marry her. It is quite phdn^ 
quite plain !'* 

He rang the little bell Airiously, and Sail, 
who had got a glimpse of him in his retreat, 
gave the men a wink to go away, and ran 
to attend her master. '* Ohon, Tonald, tere 
is te pell ringing for te morning service. Te 
munister will soon pe in te kurk, and wb 
must pe going." 

" Fat can I help it ?" said Donald, and 
ijbey went both away, smoking their pipes. 

^^ Sarah — How dare you, Samb, admit 
idle and pr<^igate fellows into my house on. 
a Sabbath morning? I say, Sarah, who 
^e those that are in my house ?" 

" There's naebody i' the house ata', sir, 
that I ken oV 

'^ Nobody^n the house, Sarah ? Nobody 
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in my house, did you say ? £ittier recent 
the sentence by a contradictory deelairation^ 
cor walk out of my presence." 

" What am I to do, sir, said ye ?" 

" Tell me who those are that are in my 
house." 

" There's nae leevin soul i' the house that 
I ken o', hut you an' me, an' the cat, sir.*' 

'* This is insufferable, Sarah ! Did not I 
hear the men conversing in the kitchen this 
minute ?" 

** Did ye, sir ? Are ye sure they wama 
on the outside o' the house ?" 

** They were inside the house, Sarah ; and 
more than that, one of them has been in 
the bed with you all the morning. Will 
you deny that too ?" 

^* In the bed wi' me, sir ? Hfc has been 
an unco canny ane then, like yoursel, for I 
never fand Mm. Hecb ! That wad hae been 
something worth the while! But, really, 
mafiter, there never was a man i' my bed, 
nor aught bebnging to ane; an' the first wha 
offers to come there, sanna do't for nae- 
thing." 
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^' Sarahs I say, take notice what you say 
to me. For I do grievously suspect that 
your thoughts are only evil, and that conti* 
nually." 

** I daresay they're whiles no very good, 
sir, but I gie you an' your exhortations a* 
the wyte." 

** Did 1 ever exhort you to bring men 
into my house on a Sabbath mornings by 
day-light, to bear you company, to say no 
worse of it ? — Sarah ! Sarah ! I heard his 
whole confession to the other reprobate who 
was with him. And sorely doth it grieve 
me to say, and to know, that you are a ruin^ 
ed^emale ! Tell me, I say, who those men 
are that have been with you all this morn- 
ing.'* 

" Dear sir, I never saw ony o' them yet.** 

*• Sarah, they are there at this moment, 
and I will confront you with them. Fol- 
low me, I say." 

The minister flew into the kitchen, his 
eyes kindling with wrathful vengeance, 
while Sally followed him in perfect good 
humour. He looked every corner hastily, 
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flewlBto the seuUery, his night-gown stream" 
ii)g far behind him, while the dark- eyed elf 
could scarcely restrain her mirth,— came 
back again into the kitchen — " They are 
hid in the bed !" said he, flinging open its 
two leaves ; the bed-dothes were lying in a 
heap at the farther side. " Ah ! I knew 
it ! I knew it ! Here they have been, and 
here one of them is yet !" 

He flung the clothes over to the bed- 
foot, and by that time Sally pulled him by 
the gown, saying, ** Fojr shame, mastar! 
What's that ye're about ?" She made him 
come swinging back to the middle of the 
fl€K»:, but not before he had seized the lap 
of Peter Cow's plaid, which, with his bon- 
net, came bolting over the bed. The mi- 
nister grinned with the rage of jealousy ; 
his teeth clenched together, and his whole 
frame trembled and started as if seized with 
sudden cramps. His first motion was to 
seize the plaid and bonnet, and throw them 
on the fire; but this last catastrophe SaUy 
prevented, by taking hold of them, and cry- 
ing out, *^ Peace be wi' us ! stop, sir ! I wad- 
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na that ye singit a hair on thae things for 
a' ye're worth. That plaid an' hounet be- 
langed to a brother o' mine, an' I never 
sleepbutwith them aneath my head. When- 
ever I gang out to my prayers I take that 
plaid about me, an* I never part wi't i' the 
night-time, for fear o' losing the remem- 
brance o' the best o' men, an' the kindest 
o' brothers." 

** Sarah, — I say, Sarah,— I never knew 
that you had lost a brother before. I never 
heard of such a thing." 

" Eh, yes, sir. But I never meoition his 
name to onybody ; nor will I tell ye how 
he came by his death, because it may gar 
ye think less o' me." 

** No, it win not, Sarah. — Poor girl ! — 
You have a kind heart, Sarah. If you had 
all the failings in the world, you have a 
kind benevolent heart, and are blessed with 
a good natural temper." 

Sally could tell her master anything 
but truth in all that related to the other 
sex. Every woman is the same in this re- 
spect; only many of their storiesapproximate 
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somewhat to the tnxthl Sally's ran exact- 
ly in an opposite direction* Again, many 
of their stories are so framed, as that, hy a 
Mttle forcing, they can he made to bear two 
constructions, or three in a great pinch; 
and one of these may hare some shades of 
tnttL Not so our Sally's ; they could only 
bear one construction, which had no con- 
nexion with truth whatsoever. 

But this morning she felt that she had 
rather played too unfair a game with het 
master, and resolved to humour his bad 
propensities, and at the same time gratify 
a desire that she had of trying a certain 
experiment. 

^ Do you know, master, that I have had 
temptations this morning to make a very 
bad use o' these things o* my poor brother's,** 
said she. ^^ At least I fear it would be a 
very bad use ; but I would not venture to 
do it without consulting you. That young 
smith o' ours is, I suspect, nane o' the best 
0* characters ?** 

** Sarah, — I say, Sarah, — ^he is one of the 
very worst of characters; therefore beware of 
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him. A most pestiferous character ! — idie^ 
unprincipled, debauched! I never heard you 
make so prudent a remark, Sarah. I say^ 
beware of him," 

" He comes often rattling an' whisper- 
ing about this house,— in the night-tim^ 
too, — I whiles suspect he has some designs 
on me. Now what would you think, sir, if 
I gaed down to the Justice, an' made affi- 
davit, that that ptaid an' bonnet belanged 
to Fate, an' that I got them lying about 
the kirkyard dyke this morning ? That wad 
prove him the murderer ; an' then he will 
either strap for it, or be banished the coun* 
try, — an' we'll be weel quit o' a great skemp. 
If ye thought I might venture to do that, 
sir, without sinning away my soul awthe- 
gither, I could trim him for aince." 

" Why, Sarah, the object is a most de- 
sirable object, and one that will preponde- 
rate if laid in the balance against many 
lesser crimes. When we do a little evil that 
a great good may come, our conduct is laud- 
able, and we may hope for forgivene8s.;^he 
goodness and congruity, or evilnes^ ^^ 
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nessy and unseasonableness, ormmnil and 
natural action^ fall not within the verge of 
a brutal faculty ; and as every distinct be* 
ing has somewhat peculiar to itself, to make 
good in one circumstance what it wants in 
another, 1 therefore think, Sarah, that the 
incommensurability of the crime with the 
effect, completely warrants the supersalieii- 
cy of this noetivagant delinquent." 

** D'ye mean, that it is my duty to gife 
him up, then ?" 

•* I do so opine, Sarah. I will likewise 
go and hear your information given in and 
confirmed, lest it be only a fit of jealousy^ 
and lest so good a design should drop.— • 
But let it be to-morrow, Sarah, for remem» 
ber this is the Sabbath." 

'* I never thought o' that, sir, but shall 
certainly do it to-morrow." 

*' Sarah, I love you for this resolution, 
Sarah. I was afraid of your virtue with 
that vagabond, but now How I do ad- 
mire your spirit, Sarah !" 

Sally went down to the Castl« of Bal- 
inl& on the Monday morning with the 
bonnet and the plaid, and the minister fol- 
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lo¥9«d on his bay nag in a short time. The 
Chief was not at home, he being with the 
Earl of Loudoun at Inremess ; but tbe lady 
kept court there, and that in a style of 
princely splendour, for high guests were ex-» 
pected. The paitsion requested permissios 
to speak a word with her ; and being ad« 
mitted, he tdd her the story of the murder 
committed in their parish church-yard, du- 
ring the night of Saturday, on a gentleman 
belonging to the suite of the Clan-More, 
and how his maid had made some discoveries 
on the following morning by break of day 
that could not fail of leading to the perpe- 
trator 

" It is fortunate for her," replied Lady 
Balmillo ; '* for the old knaye, my father- 
in-law, has offered a high reward to any one 
who will discover the doer of this dark deed, 
and has authorized me to do the same. For 
my part, I care not if he and the whole whig 
fraternity that hang about him were salt 
the same road, were it not for my own hus- 
band, whom he has likewise inveigled into 
his crooked counsels. T hate all this shu£* 
fling and changing of sides, parson, that we 
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see so mtich of. Like the race of my fk- 
tbor's house, when I take a side, I take it 
for loss or gain — ^Ule or death ; and you see 
I have parted from xny hushand on that 
ground &r the present, althoi^^h never hidy 
more loved her losd. But tell me, good 
parson, — for you must know something of 
the matter^ — what &d all thk mysterious 
bumiess about the diurch-yard by night 
mean? What were the old lord and his 
followers doing there at midni^t ? I can- 
not comprehend it." 

^' Nor I, madam; and, although I know 
a part, I am on the whole as ignorant as 
you are. But the little that I do know, I 
have been conjured never to divulge ; and 
therefore, lovely lady, the light must ema* 
nate on your comprehensi<m from some other 
olgeet (k reflexihUity. My maid knows all 
that I do ; if she pleases to inform your ho* 
nour^le ladyship, I have no objection& 
But I judge it the duty of a messenger of 
peaoe to give no offence." 

^* In suoh times as these it may be tick- 
lish, parson. A manse thatdied with hea«- 
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ther would itiake a good blaze to warm au 
incensed clan on a cold morning. — I hear 
you have the impertinence, in the middle 
of my clan, — I say my clan, for they have 
renounced my husband to a man, — ^to pray 
for the Elector of Hanover every Sunday.'* 

'' I am a moderate man. Lady BalmiUo^ 
temperate, and experienced ; I pray for those 
in lawful authority over Us, and farther I 
venture not." 

" You are a proper man, sir, for my fa^ 
ther-in«law, — a man that can keep two 
strings to his bow. You, among others, 
have got a letter from Duncan Forbes, I 
suppose ; that unjust Judge, who is losing 
his time, his substance, and his soul, in 
supporting a usurper." 

*' Why, madam, you ladies are always so 
violent politicians, it is not safe to enter 
the lists with you ; I must therefore drop 
the confabulation, and fall into total ob- 
mutescence." 

" You won't pray for Prince Charles, 
then ? — ^Or his father ; or his followers, 
won't you? — You shake your head. — Do 

12 
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you know how many brave fellows I have 
itt arms ?" 

" No, madam, I do not." 

*' You shall know then ; for, unless you 
Jray for the Prince, I will quarter 300 on 
yourself next week, and 300 more on the 
rest of your whig parishioners." 

'* I will pray for him, madam. Shall I 
officiate just now ?" 

** No. Get you gone about your bud- 
ness. Whoever prays for my Prince must 
do it voluntarily ; and whoever follows him 
must do the same. None of your cajolers, 
and wheedlers, and Duncan Forbeses with 
lis ; we raise the standard of our country, 
and of our own true king, and if that speak 
not for itself, no one shall do so for it.~- 
P^urson, I will detain your servant for exa- 
mination. The old lord will be here to-day 
with his retinue, for the interment of that 
Lowlander, who, it seems, was the apple of 
his eye. Your maid shall tell him what 
she knows, and claim her reward. Perhaps 
she may be obliged to go to Inverness, to 
be examined before the Sheriff." 
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^* I cannot well spare ber, madam, smd 
would rather that you would question her 
yourself and let her return ; for the old 
Chief has taken away my servant-man^ and 
should you likewise detfun my maid. I am 
destitute." 

** Gro home, go home, she shan't be de- 
tained long if I can prevent it" 

The parson went away, and left Sarah »t 
the Castle with very ill wiU ; aodd as soion as 
he was gone, the Lady BalmiUo sent tox 
tiie maid, and tried to worm everything out 
of her ; but Sally said she knew not what the 
Lowlau^er and the Chief were doing there 
by nighi-*^Burying some treasure^ she sup- 
posed, ox perhaps some person of distinction 
whom they had popped qnietly off the stage. 
The lady grew breathless with anxiety, and 
resdved to investigate the matter by some 
means or other. But while she and the maid 
ivere still together, the old Chief of the Clan- 
More arrived. He manifested the most per- 
fect respect and kindness toward his daugh- 
ter-in-law, although they had (espoused oppo- 
site sides, and might meet any day in the 
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field as mortal enemies ; but she was haughty 
and reserved towards him. He recognized 
Sally at once ; and the scene of the barn-loft 
recurring to his mind, a half-formed smile 
rather darkened than brightened his calm 
specious face. Where there's no guilt there's 
no abashment. Sally laughed in his face; and 
he being informed that she had something 
to communicate, he requested permission to 
examine her by herself. This the lady took 
amiss, expecting to be present at the confer- 
ence ; but the old Chief continued steady 
to his aim, telling her with a smile that she 
was not of their counsels for. the present. 
Sally produced her documents, and told her 
tale — ^he commended her greatly, saying, 
she should meet her reward, but there would 
be a necessity for her appearance at Inver- 
ness to give witness before the proper au- 
thorities. She said she rejoiced in that, for 
she was a perfect slave with the minister, 
and never got over his door save to the 
church ; "but/' added she, " I little ken how 
he will brook the want o' me, for ye hae 

VOL. III. E 
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ta'en away our man, an' he canna do wi&- 
out somebody." 

'* Perhaps we may find a method of bring* 
ing him along with you," said he. ** Think 
you there are no means of implicating him, 
in order to humble him a little farther ?" 

^^ O, dear sir, he's humble enough al- 
ready," quoth she. ** Ye hae nae mair to do 
that way. He's sae frighted for you, an' 
about his character, that he olBered me mar-* 
riage the neist morning after ye catehed 
him an' me f the strae-laft thegither. But, 
however, I can gie ye a hint, an ye he for 
a Httle sport." 

She did so, and he dismissed her, char- 
ging her to be at Inverness on the following 
day before noon. As she left the Castle, she 
perceived the Chief's train waiting at the 
gate with an empty bier, while some of bet« 
ter account were walking about in l^e court 
of the Castle. She hasted home, and in a 
little while the party came, and interred 
the body of Mr Henning on the very outer 
skirts of the Clan-More's burial-giound. 
The old Chief then despatched a party to 
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the village to apprehend the smith, without 
hlBting aught of the infonnation he had 
got, desiring them to wait at the Castle un- 
til he joined them. At the same time he 
went to take cognizance of the minister, 
and summoning him into his presence, he 
said there were many suspicious circumstan- 
ces in the appearance of matters about the 
manse that night, such as his forcing out 
his servant to the church-yard : That ser-^ 
vant being found in a bloody grave, along 
with the murdered ,man — taking shelter in 
the manse, and letting out some hints about 
his master. ** And the last two things, 
parson, look the worst of any," added he. 
" You and your pretty maid were sitting 
witnessing the scene all the while, in a 
place whence you could easily have per- 
petrated the murder, or caused some other 
to have done it under your directions. In 
thenextplace, you pleaded that your own old 
servant might be executed immediately,, on 
presumptive evidence, which looked very 
like as if you had been afraid of his telling 
tales." 
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" Ah, my lord, these things will all be 
explained to your satisfaction. My servant- 
maid has discovered tergemipous proof of the 
perpetrator." 

" I know it. But that only increases my 
suspicion, lest it be a deep-laid scheme to 
entrap an innocent person. I desire, there- 
fore, to search the manse, to still the cla- 
mours of some of my friends ; but I shall 
do everything in your own presence, and with 
the utmost lenity and deference to your feel- 
ings, because you are on the right side,** 

The minister gave him up the keys, de- 
claring that he was at liberty to search the 
whole premises ; and therefore, with the 
same friends who were with him on the Sa- 
turday evening, he proceeded to make a 
sham search. At length he led the way to- 
ward the bam-loft, pretending that the cir- 
cumstances of that surprisal still haunted 
his mind, as a thing altogether out of the 
common course, and that he dreaded there 
must be something concealed under it. The 
minister declined attending the party to 
that spot, on pretence of being ashamed 
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even to think of it; although he assured 
them he entered it on that momentous 
night with a heart free of all guile, or evil 
intentions; nor had the corruptibleness of 
constitutional enormity been at all moved 
during the period of his acclusion. They, 
however, compelled him to accompany them, 
that no advantage might be taken on any 
fiilse pretence. At first they began to search 
with great caution, lest perchance they might 
discover a button, or something, however 
small, that might lead to testify somewhat 
of the minister's motive for being there at 
such an hour. But behold, on turning over 
the hay, below which the minister had been 
found himself, there lay the great Spanish 
gun, with the dogshead down, and just as 
she had been discharged of the fatal shot. 
** I suspected as much," said the old Chief; 
but the rest of the head-clansmen looked at 
the minister with utter astonishment, and 
some of them with pity. If they had had 
just perceptions, they might have «een he 
was taken at unawares, and could not be 
guilty ; but they read his despair and un- 
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intelligible protestations all the wroBg way. 
The Chief said he would not take him along 
with them, exposing him as a prisoner ; but 
would leave two of his friends with him as 
a guard, who would accompany him to In^ 
vemess the day following; and he would 
also charge his maid to appear as a witness 
on both cases. 

The old lord then bent his way, at the 
head of the rest of his followers, to the 
Castle, where he found Peter the smith in; 
custody, but claimed by his daughter-in-law 
most peremptorily, as one of her clansmen, 
whom she would not sulBer to be taken (mfc 
of her domains. ** What chance have my 
people if they are to be tried by a whig ma^- 
gistrate ?" said she. " No ! If any of them: 
are to be tried, save by myself, they shall 
stand before another tribunal. That man 
is one of my regiment, and one of the best 
men in the bravest regiment of Britain-— 
He is only here on command for the repair* 
iug of ^ms ; and are my brave clansmen to 
*be liauled away, to be tried before a moek 
mi^strate, set up und^ the auspices of the 
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BleetoT of Hanovar, a gdvernmait wbieb 
they have renounced ?" 

*^ Daughter, 1 have spoken much to you» 
and all in vain/* said the old Chie£ " You 
are backed in your wild principles by my 
powerM clan ; and, therefore, in this place 
you are not to be controlled — I know it — 
You reign invincible here for the present, 
and I pretend not to thwart your control. 
An that I request is, that you will speak 
and act with moderation — ^you know not yet 
on which side the scales will turn." 

*^ Bat you know, or think you know, my 
lord. And both yourself and my husband 
have chosen what you judge to be the safe 
ode, leaving a poor inexperienced woman 
the post of honour and of danger— You are 
desertars — ^The clan is now my clan, and we 
will stand or fall together. This young man 
you take not from under my roof; but you 
may examine him here if you have a mind, 
thxMigh only in my presence." 

He shewed no disposition for farther re- 
Mtance ; so Peter was brought in and ex- 
amined, the bonnet and plaid being produ- 
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ced. Peter had been in a sad taking when 
he found himself in the hands of the whigs ; 
but now that he found himself claimed by 
Lady Balmillo, the idol of the whole clan, 
he answered freely and boldly — He acknow- 
ledged at once that the plaid and the bon- 
net were his, answering precisely as Sally 
had bidden him. He said he was going by, 
near to the church-yard, at a very late hour, 
on a courting expedition ; and perceiving, 
some people digging lip the corpse of the 
very captain that had led him to the field, 
he was driven mad with indignation ; and 
running home, he brought his great gun 
and fired on them with small bullets. But 
that when he heard one of them roar out 
" murder," he was so astounded that he ab- 
solutely lost his senses, and went home with- 
out his plaid and bonnet, which he had left 
at a different comer of the kirk-yard, that 
he might get within shot of the wretches 
unseen. His gun had struck him and knock- 
ed him over, he said, and he was so stupi- 
fied, that he left her too, for he did not 
know what he was doing. 
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The tale was so plain, and the truth so 
apparent, that it was at once believed ; and 
Lady Balmillo commended Peter's resolu** 
tion to the skies. ** And pray tell me, sir» 
what bad your whig Lowlander to do with 
the body or the grave of my late brave cou- 
sin ? I would like to know that,'' added 
she, addressing herself to her father-in-law. 

" That is nothing to our present purpose,'^ 
said he. " The man was there by my com- 
mand, which is, I think, sufficient in aught 
that relates to that burial-ground." 

** You acted with great propriety, smith,'* 
said she. " The time, the place, and the 
occupation, which he was engaged in, were 
highly equivocal ; and I say you have acted 
right." 

. " No, sirrah, you have not acted right," 
rejoined the Chief. " You should have 
challenged the man, and asked his intent ; 
and then, if he had refused to desist, or 
to explain his purpose, he deserved your 
vengeance. However, as there was no rob- 
bery committed,— for although the gentle- 
man had both money and many vahiable 
E 2 
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things about his person, all remained im« 
touched, — ^I believe that your motive origi* 
nated in the best of feelings. I love and 
admire the man who respects and venerates 
the ashes of his kindred, and the sepul- 
chres where they are deposited, especially 
those of the family of his Chief, and wish 
rather to cherish such a spirit, than put it 
down. I therefore, even for this question- 
able interference, constitute you chief keeper 
of my forests, with all the emoluments that 
have ever been enjoyed by any of your pre^ 
decessors; so that you may have an oppor- 
tunity of using your large gun to better 
purpose ; and though I have now virtually 
given up my rights all over this district to 
my son, and daughter here, I know that^ 
at my recommendation, the appointment is 
sure.'* 

** It is confirmed as far as my right goes 
to confirm it," said the lady ; " and I truly 
think, sir, you could not have made a fitter 
dioice." 

Peter never got such a benefit conferred 
on him as this, nor ever expected such a. . 
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erne. Some thought that if a present had 
been made him of all the lands belonging 
to the Clan*More, with all the forests that 
encircle them, he could not have been so 
much uplifted as he was by this charge of 
the stags, hinds, deers, and roebucks on 
these limitless wastes ; with liberty to bring 
dcrwn one when and where he listed. It was 
manifest to every one, that, in granting this 
bequest to Peter, the old Chief wished to 
humour his daughter-in-law ; and it farther 
confirmed the general belief, that he heart- 
ily approved of her measures, in raising and 
eqmpping the dan for the cause of the 
House of Stuart. He was all the while 
busy espousing the other side ; active^ and 
jealous, in no ordinary degree, and kept his 
scm under his strict control ; but both their 
interests united, could not support King 
Greorge with half the efficiency that this 
young and celebrated dame did the interests 
of Prince Charles. 

Peter Gow the smith actually went out 
to the Castle-green after the old Chief was 
gone, and danced for joy ; and being told 
11 
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who had instituted the stdt, he hlessed her 
kind and lucky contrivance ; hut could not 
help wishing to himself, with a sigh, that it 
might come to good, heing obtained solely by 
a string of downright falsehoods. Hearing 
that she was going to Inverness, he asked 
leave of Lady Balmillo to accompany her; 
but this she would in nowise grant, for fear 
of the whigs entrapping him, which she 
said was all that the old fox wanted whoi 
he conferred such a benefit. Peter vowed 
that no benefit on earth should ever make 
him lift arms against his true and lawful 
Prince, and the clans with whom he had 
ialready fought and always to conquer. 

And now, my party being all dispersed, 
and the principal ones gone, or on their 
way to Inverness, I must shift the scene fixr 
a little to that city, and set out on a new 
circle, starting a few days anterior to the 
one which I here close. 
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CIRCLE III. 

The Earl of Loudoun kept Inverness at 
this time in a sort of blockade. He was an 
active officious gentleman ; and being eager 
to obtain preferment, made a great buzz 
and bustle, on the breaking out of the High-* 
land rebellion against the House of Hano- 
ver. He raised a regiment mostly of east- 
em Highlanders ; and putting himself at 
their head, joined issues with the celebrated 
hero Sir John Cope, being constituted his 
adjutant-general. But, unluckily, at the 
battle of Tranent, he lost the whole regi- 
ment, officers and men, excepting himself. 
This was highly discouraging, and he took 
it exceedingly ill ; but being resolved to put 
down the rebellion, nevertheless, as soon as 
Prince Charles marched into England, he 
took the contrary route, thinking he had got 



110 TH£ THBEE P£]MLS 

enough of him for the present. Having 
loaded a sloop with arms and money, he 
sailed to the north — ^landed at Inverness ; 
and using aU his interest with the whig 
gentlemen in that quarter, he soon got to- 
gether an army of about two thousand four 
himdred men. Kemaining in that station, 
he found means, by his activity, in a great 
measure, to cut off all correspondenee be- 
tween Charles and his northern adherents, 
which, without doubt, proved highly inju- 
rious to the cause of the Highlanders. He 
had pickets established on all the roads^ 
both public and private ; and no person 
whatever, whether of the highest or lowest 
rank, was suffered to pass without a signed 
warmnt. There were many Jacobites of high 
jrank in the city, chiefly ladies, and these 
had meetings every night, devising means 
of furthering the communication between 
the different parties of their friends. Thes^ 
dames v^ere so well known to be trusts 
worthy, that whatever could be conveyed t6 
their hands was considered as perfectly safi^} 
and the means that they often contrived of 
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accomplishing their purposes^ excited the 
admiration of the Prince and his officars. 

But whenever the Earl of Loudoun leam^ 
ed that the dans were advancing north upon 
him, his vigil&nce was increased threefold^ 
No pass-warrant was granted^ southward in 
particular, save to people employed by him«- 
self ; and those who attempted passing by 
unfrequented tracks, were fired upon, and 
numbers of Highlanders shot, and even 
hanged up on suspicion, both on these and 
on the highways. The Earl had intelli'- 
genoe of the nocturnal meetings and con^ 
trivances of these illustrious dames, but he 
could notx well use any more severe mea^ 
sures with them than he had done. He^ 
however, looked well to their husbands, and 
nude relations, who durst scarcely so much 
as be seen speaking to them. 

The old Chief of the Clan-More had two 
lovely daughters, who were both joined in 
this Jacobite union. They had been bred 
up by their mother in the principles of the 
Catholic religion ; and though she had been 
removed from their head by death, they re^ 
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tained still the higher reverqnce for all its 
rites and doctrines; and looking to the 
House of Stuart as the fathers and sup- 
porters of that religion in Scotland, they 
espoused the cause of that house, with an 
enthusiasm that was only increased by op- 
position. Their names were Sybil and Bar- 
bary ; and they had an aunt, and two cou- 
sins, also of the party ; so that all the fe- 
males of that house were on the one side of 
politics, and the males on the other. The 
letters from the north, from the Frazers, 
Chisholms, and M^Kenzies, to the Prince 
and his officers, accumulated on the hands 
of our dauntless sisterhood, to the amount 
of forty; and dreading that the ultimate 
success of their great cause might hinge on 
these letters, they became altogether impa- 
tient, every one casting about for some op- 
portunity whereby to avail the whole. Some 
great master-stroke of policy was meditated 
by them all, conjunctly and severally; but 
they were a party suspected, and closely 
watched, and no one cared to engage with 
them. 



OF WOMAN. lis 

Word arrived that the Prince, at the 
head of the midland clans, had crossed the 
heights of Athol; and that Lord Lewis 
Gordon had come over the Spey with the 
van of the eastern division. The bustle 
and vigilance about Inverness were exces- 
sive. Loudoun posted messenger after mes- 
senger into Koss and Sutherland, to hasten 
supplies of men ; and boasted, that he would 
cut the divisions of the Prince's army to 
pieces, before their junction. Our dub of 
fair Jacobites were terribly incensed at him, 
and longed exceedingly to dupe him. There 
was a perfect freedom of intercourse with- 
in the city, but no communication suffered 
with those without it; every letter was open- 
ed at the post-office that was not endorsed 
by the Earl, or one of his commissioners ; 
and every messenger without a warrant was 
stripped, searched, maltreated, and forced 
to return. 

Lady Sybil had two ardent admirers in 
the town, but both of them had espoused 
the side in opposition to hers, which made 
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her treat them hoth haughtily for the pre- 
sent. The two young gentlemen were vio- 
lent opponents, and jealous of each other 
in the extreme. Their families had heen 
at variance for ages, and the animosities 
of former days were renewed between these 
two in all their primitive rancour. It was 
not wholly on Lady Sybil's account ; for 
they had quarrelled, and challenged each 
other, at college ; but by the interpositioii 
of friends, the difference was made up. Fot 
the sake of the families to whbm they be- 
longed, who are both flourishing at this day, 
I must content myself with giving thm 
Christian names only, — these were, Keni- 
Beth and Hugh. Chi their return to the 
north, to head, or support their kinsmen, 
lliey came exactly in contact again. The 
former paid his addresses first to Sybil, 
when Hugh, perhaps partly out of rival- 
ship, immediately opposed him ; and at all 
their dancing parties, which were frequent, 
appeared to be the favoured lover, although 
in &ct he was not, for she loved the other. 
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bat out of lerity^ or sotne whim^ appearecl 
always to be giving Hugh the preference } 
thereby furnishing a strong instance of that 
perilous propensity inherent in every wo*' 
BEian's breast, of which I would so fain warn 
them to beware. A propensity to mislead 
erery person in all that relates to the stat^ 
of their affections. 

One night she gave her hand reluctant* 
ly to Hugh, after absolutely refusing it to 
K^ineth at a country-dance. The blood 
of the latter was boiling within him ; an^ 
takuig an opportunity of quarrelliiig with 
the other about the precedency of places iA 
the dance, he whispered a word of defiance 
in his ear once more. A second chall^Qge 
^asued ; they fought, and Hugh wounded 
and disarmed him. Sybil was exceedingly 
offended with her favourite lover on account 
of this ; and to mortify him still farther for 
his testy humour, she gave her countenance 
the more to his successM rival, until at 
length Kenneth was so much humbled that 
she began to relent. 

In the great extremity of the party. 
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therefore, she applied to him one night. 
" Though you affect rather to shun my 
company now. Captain Kenneth," said she ; 
" yet I feel I have more faith in you than 
in any other. I am, therefore, going to ask 
a particular favour of you, and you must 
not refuse me. I am extremely anxious to 
visit my sister-in-law at the Castle of Bal- 
millo, in order to he present at the enter- 
tainment of some illustrious guests that are 
there expected. But owing to my unfor- 
tunate politics, and the jealousy of our go- 
vernor, I find it impossible to effect this. 
What I request of you is, that you will 
procure a pass-warrant for yourself and ser- 
vant to visit your whig relations on Spey 
side, and suffer me to accompany you, as 
your page, as far as Balmillo." 

" There will be some traitorous corre- 
spondence in this case ?" said he. . 

" Not a jot," replied she. " If you doubt 
my testimony, and are suspicious of danger, 
I will suffer any female friend of yours to 
search me. Only lend me a habit, and suf- 
fer me to ride in your company as far as the 
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Castle of Balmillo — that is the extent of 
my request." 

Kenneth hesitated, thoHigh with the most 
determined resolutiou to comply. He was 
just about to propose another, and a safer 
course, but the high spirit of Lady Sybil 
took the alarm. " I see you are not dis- 
posed to oblige me in this," said she ; " but 
|;here is no harm done, as at all events I can 
depend on your honour in never mention- 
ing the trivial request. I may perhaps find 
some other who " 

By the time she had proceeded thus far, 
she had the handle of the door in her hand, 
and was retiring with precipitation — " Lady 

Sybil," said he, " I beseech you ^" She 

dropped a low coiui;esy, and shut the door. 

Kenneth was so overcome with vexation, 
that the whole party noted it, and rallied 
him on an apparent quarrel with his mis- 
tress, on exchanging only a word with her. 
Having the charge of other two ladies of 
the party, he could not get away in search 
of her that night. The next morning, she 



118 THE TfiBEE I^ERILS 

was not to be found by him ; but before 
dinner, he perceived, by looking into the 
fists, that a warrant was granted to his 
opponent to ride southward with a ser- 
vant. 

This was a conquest gained over him, 
that his proud spirit could not bear, and of 
which he had had it in his power to have 
deprived him. He could not in honour dis- 
cover the plot to the governor, or his au- 
thorities ; but he resolved to frustrate it ; 
and it has always been suspected that he 
also resolved to have revenge on his adver- 
sary, who had now reduced him to a state 
so low in his own estimation, that it was 
no longer tolerable. 

In spite of all the researches I have been 
able to make, there is a blank in my nar- 
rative here, that I found it impoi^sible to 
supply ; but the following is perfectly au- 
thenticated ; that, in Captain Kenneth's 
department, who commanded an extensive 
division of the pickets that night, a rebel 
spy was challenged and shot, and Kenneth 
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a])peared at tbe o£Boe vfith forty traitorcws 
letters, ^hich had been found in the vil- 
lam's custody, all of the most flagrant and 
dangerous tendency. The news was over 
the city by the break of day, to the joy of 
the one party, and the utter dismay of the 
other ; though not a word was uttered by 
any of the latter, save that they expressed 
great wonder whp the sufferer could have 
been. The body was not forthcoming, which 
was an unspeakable relief to the Jacobitea. 
The guards who slew him and rifled his 
pockets, had pursued his attendant for ten 
miles ; but he had escaped in the dark ; 
and on their return, the body of the mur- 
dered man had disappeared. A rule had 
been made to leave the signed pass with 
the officer of the outermost guard, that a . 
comparison of notes might be made the en- 
suing day ; and it might be made apparent^ 
that no unwarrantable use had been made 
of the favour granted. Kenneth had not 
the smallest doubt that it was his rival who . 
was shot, and rejoiced at the discovery that 
it had not been done for nothing ; but he 
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was sorry that his men had suffered the 
lady to escape. Kenneth had not acted 
fairly; and there is little doubt that he 
had a few confidential clansmen out beyond 
the established guard, to intercept his ri- 
val ; for when he came to the office next 
day with the correspondence, fully con- 
vinced that he had got rid of his oppo- 
nent, and that the letters would prove both 
him and his house traitors, to his utter 
surprise, Hugh was the very first man he 
set his eyes on. Hugh came to the of- 
fice on hearing the news, as fully convinced 
that it was Kenneth who had fallen ; so 
that it may be conceived with what startled 
surprise the two encountered each other. 
Hugh's pass-warrant had been used, and 
was regularly returned from the outermost 
guard ; but there was Hugh, who had not 
used it. Here was a dilemma apparently 
inexplicable, and suspicions were turned on 
Hugh ; but the long and steady adherence 
of his family and name to the Protestant 
succession, soon quelled these, though Ken- 
neth did not scruple avowedly to foment 
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them. There was scarcely a doubt that 
this traitorous correspondence, which made 
a grievous business to many families, had 
been attempted to be forwarded under the 
sanction of Hugh's pass ; and the only ac- 
count of the matter that he ever gave, was, 
that it was stolen from him, which, after all, 
was scarcely probable. Wiled from him it 
had been by some means ; for he believed it 
had been given to Kennoth, whose family 
principles were but at the best highly du- 
bious, and that he had suffered {(x his te- 
merity, and for supplanting him in the fa« 
tour and confidence of his mistress. How- 
ever, both the gentleipen were there safe; 
the lady only was missing; and as they 
were assured in their ewn minds that she 
had made her escape, both of them had the 
honour never to mention the circ^imstance 
of her application. There the matt^ rest*^ 
ed, and farther none of them knew. , The 
life of a maUj or the lives of half a doaom 
men, were very little accounted of at that 
day, and none cared to investigate the mat- 
ter farther. 

VOL. III. F 
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But the spirit of investigation soon sprang 
up in another quarter. The midnight inter- 
ment in the church-yard of Balmillo, and 
the guards still kept stationed there day and 
night, confirmed Lady Bahnillo that a part 
of thePrince's intercepted treasure had been 
there concealed ; for, improbable as such a 
circumstance certainly was, she could per- 
ceive no other motive for such a singular 
proceeding. Therefore, on the very day that 
the rest of the party went to Inverness, she 
sent Peter Gow, with two or three rustics, 
to challenge the guards at the church, and 
order them out of her country. He went 
accordingly, and said his message, telling 
them that his lady suspected them for whig 
spies, and that, if they were not out of her 
country in three hours, he had orders to seize 
them, and carry them to the Prince's head- 
quarters at Ruthven. The men said they 
had orders from the old Chief to watch there 
day and night, till relieved by others, but 
to meddle with no person, except such as 
attempted to violate the sepulchres of the 
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Clan-More. Peter said the old man was a 
very good man, and he was greatly obliged 
to him ; but he was not master there for the 
present, and so it behoved them to pack up 
and be going. The men were obliged to 
comply ; and, as soon as they were fairly 
gone, Peter and his associates, as they had 
been commanded, opened the new grave, 
'and, to the horror of all present, found the 
body of Lady Sybil lying wrapped in a 
bloody sheet, with the wounds still green 
and oozing, two balls having passed through 
her elegant and lovely frame. Lady Bal- 
millo was instantly seized with the idea that 
she had been put down by her father's house 
for her violent attachment to the religion of 
her fathers, and the regal rights of the 
Stuarts, and her spirit revolted from the fa- 
mily of her most sacred connexion. Lady 
Balmillo was wrong ; but that some deed of 
darkness had been committed was manifest. 
From the short outline of the facts here 
given, almost a true inference may be made 
out ; but I pretend not to illustrate it far* 
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ther, giving it merely as a lamentable in- 
stance of the effects of equivocation, from 
which the most superior class of the sex 
cannot refrain. 



OF WOMAN. 185 



CIRCLE IV. 

The chain of events now seemed leading 
to some great and tremendous crisis. Every 
day came frangbt with new accomits of ra- 
pid and nnexpected movements, skirmishes, 
and sieges. The Highland army lay in 
small bodies, from the one sea to the other, 
and all of them engaged in some adventu- 
rous exploit. The Clan-Ronald, Camerons^ 
and Appin-Stuarts, lay in Lochaber, be- 
leaguering Fort-William. The Clan-More 
had surprised and defeated two parties of 
the King*s tro<^ in Athol and Rannoch, 
both on the same morning, taking the most 
of them prisoners. Colonel Roy Stewart 
did the same at Keith; and in Strath- 
bogie, the Gordons, Ogilvies, and Far- 
quharsons, lay so near the King's dra- 
goons, that they were seldom above a mile 
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separated every night, and their out^par- 
ties were constantly firing at each other, 
hy way of salutation. It was a time of 
the utmost interest to all concerned, and 
to none more than Lady Balmillo, who 
was threatened with fire and foray by the 
Earl of Loudoun on the one hand, and by 
the Grants on the other ; and, though en- 
couraged by frequent messages from Prince 
Charles, all of the most cheering nature, 
she began to be in some dismay ; for Lord 
Loudoun boasted aloud, before all his officers, 
that, before the 20th of the month, he would 
shew them the mock-Prince, in the town of 
Inverness, either dead or alive. 

On the evening of the day that the body 
of Lady Sybil was dug up and inspected, 
who should arrive at the Castle of Balmillo, 
but Prince Charles himself, accompanied only 
by Cluny, Colonel M^Gillavry, Sullivan, two 
French gentlemen, and five troopers of the 
Clan-More, as their guards ? So privately 
had they advanced, that the lady knew not 
of their approach, until they alighted at the 
gate, nor indeed, it may almost be said, un- 
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til Prince Charles had her in his arms. The 
pride^ the joy> and the happiness of Lady 
Balmillo, were now at their height, for she 
perfectly adored the young Adventurer, look- 
ing on him as a model of all that was ami- 
abloj brave, and illustrious among mankind. 
Biit, in expressing her affection for him, she 
could find no other terms so ready, as in vent- 
ing her indignation against his enemies, 
which she did with an enthusiasm and re- 
gret, that absolutely brought tears into the 
Prince's eyes. — *^ O my brave and most be- 
nign liege Prince !" said she, " how I do 
blush for my countrymen ! If it had not 
been for the perversity of a few leading in- 
dividuals, who choose never to side with the 
majority of the Chiefs in any one object, the 
British crown would ere this have encircled 
your brow, as your father's representative, 
and not a tongue would have dared to wag 
in dissent ! But those who have thwarted 
your eflForts in obtaining your own, will meet 
their reward some day ! If Duncan Forbes 
of CuUoden, and his race, do not rue what 
he has done for the cause of a usurper— .if 
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he or they meet with aught but ingratitude 
and neglect, for effi)rts such as never were 
made by a single and private individual,— 
then is the nature of the German changed, 
and good may come out of evil ! If the 
Campbells, and theM^Donalds of Skye, con* 
tinue to thrive in this world, the hand of 
Heaven is reversed, and men may exult in 
their disloyalty and wickedness ! As for my 
own husband, you must pardon him, my 
liegCs for what his weaker half has done for 
your interest — Would to God she could 
have done as much again ! But she will yet 
do more, if her vengeance is suffered to have 
its full sway !" 

*^ I vow to you that it shall, my charm- 
ing and esteemed friend," said he ; '' and 
that mine shall keep pace with it in its high-i 
est efforts of chivalry and devotion to a 
cause, which, if I had not deemed it a just 
one, never should have been undertaken by 
me. Though a few friends have proved false 
to me, I cannot believe that it is from the 
purpose of their hearts, but that they are 
swayed by some cunning and interested 
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counsek. If in due time they should shake 
themselres free of suoh encumhrances, and 
retuni to their ancient loyalty, how joyful-- 
ff will I forgive them I I have heen obliged 
to return to you and the North, my lady, 
for two overpowering reasons, neither of 
which are in the least akin to despondency, 
although my enemies are industrious in eir- 
colating such an insinuation. The first of 
them was, the distrust that my hrave elans 
had of the English, which I was sorry, in 
the course of my progress through that 
country, to see more and more confirmed ; 
the second was, the having left the estates 
of my adherents and followers exposed to 
ravage at home. The CampheUs were lay* . 
ing Appin and Loehaber waste ; the men 
of Strathbogie, and the Grants, were sack^ 
ing all around them ; and here is this John 
Campbell,styledEarlofLoudoun,comeblus« 
tering into the very midst of my adherents^ 
and threatening to leave us neither root nor 
branch. I have never once faced the Elector 
of Hanover's forces that I have i^ot driven 
them from the field Hke sheep, and cut them 
F 2 
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down with as much ease ; and therefore, be- 
cause I have returned to the mountains, and 
the homes of my true friends, to protect them 
from insult, I hope I shall not be the less 
esteemed, or the less welcome to the flower 
of female heroism, loyalty, and beauty." \ 

** I had much need of some to protect me, 
my liege," returned she ; " fori was, in truth, 
left almost defenceless in the midst of power- 
ful enemies ; but, for your sake, I rejoiced 
in my jeopardy, and had determined to re- 
tire to the wastes and fastnesses of the fo- 
rest with the remainder of my clan, and 
dwell among the ptarmigans, rather than 
succumb, in word or deed, to your insulting 
foes. But, now that I see your Royal High- 
ness again, with all your clans at your back, 
unbroken and unconquered, I feel as if I 
wereEmpress of the North, and this slender 
arm had the wielding of the energy of a 
nation !" 

** Thanks to my first protecting angel of 
the human race !*' said he. '^ I take this op- 
portunity, my dear lady, before your own 
kinsmen, and these, my friends, of acknow- 
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ledging my great obligations to you, and of 
thanking you, in my father's name and my 
own, for your most potent and efficient sup- 
p<M:t. I acknowledge that, of all the chiefe 
imd nobles of the land, — and many of them 
have done much, — ^none has sent me such 
a body of men, either in numbers or in power, 
as your ladyship ; and, opposed as you have 
been by your husband and his powerfiil 
friends, I regard the supply as a prodigy* 
And now, here is a necklace, that was pre- 
salted to me by a lady abbess, with injimc- 
tions to bestow it, with her blessing, on the 
lady in Scotland whom I held in the high- 
est esteem — I bestow it here, and request 
leave to lock it about that comely neck. I 
also accompany it with this inestimable gifib 
of his High Holiness.— In this gold box is 
contained an absolution of all transgressions, 
to that lady of Scotland who shall effect 
most for the true and righteous cause and 
line of succession." 

" Pray, may I be so free as ask your 
Royal Highness if the sins to come are in- 
cluded?" said SuJUvan, 
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" Wherefore that query, my lord ?*• re^ 
turned the Prince. 

** I merely wanted to know, your High- 
ness, if his Holiness had the foresight and 
the precaution to add a concomitant so ne^ 
cessary. Should the heirs of Balmillo ever 
mor^ rise against your house, it strikes me 
that the dye of their crime may be ten times 
deeper than that of the preset lord." 

*^ That is a little French breeding, ray 
lady," said Charles. — *' If you colour for 
every flippant jest of his, the blush will ne- 
ver be off your chedk." 

** Oo, de bloosh !" said De Lancey, one of 
the Frenchmen — ^* dat is de very ting dat I 
do love to see !— De bloosh ! — It is so very 
pitty— it be so like de roz — ^Pritty flower 
dat same roz, miladi? — Eh ?— Oo, I do love 
ide bioiMsh wit my soul !" 

** But, farther than all this, my lady," 
4idded the Prince, ** that I may not be un- 
grateful for such support as yours, I hereby 
promise to grant you your firstrequest, what- 
ever it may be, if in my power to bestow." 

" I take you at your word, my liege— it 



OF WOMAN. 183 

AaXL soon be asked. I request that, at the 
head of my dan, you will advance upon In- 
verness, and beat that braggart, John Camp- 
bell, with his constellation of whigs about 
him, to a ninny.— If you take him, I shall 
request the keeping of him for a season ; 
but, as he is likely to take care of that, and 
run, then I pray that you will chase him 
Hke a dog with a canister at his tail, till 
he either run himself into the sea, or bur- 
row in the earth." 

'^ It is granted, my lady. I have fifteen 
hundred followers, who daim you as their 
head — I^ with these alone, I beat not my 
LcH'dLoudoun andhis hugearmy to powd^, 
I give you leave to desert me, and that is 
the last grant I would deign to make.^ 

^^ Oh, how I would like to lead the van, 
and see such a triumph ! To bleed — ^to suf- 
fer, in a cause so honourable ! Had it plea- 
sed Heaven to have cast this slender mould 
of mine in that of a sterner sex, my first 
vengeance should have fallen on the heads 
of my ungrateful countrymen. Accimsed 
be the hand that deserts the glaive, when 
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called to support the rights of an injured 
Sovereign ! The dastardly behaviour of the 

English " 

" Hold, hold, my dear lady ! — I cannot 
hear a word spoken against the English. I 
know England is hearty in my cause, be- 
cause I know it is impossible she can be 
otherwise — A sense of justice must dictate 
it. She cannot for a moment doubt that 
the crown of these realms belongs to me and 
my father's house ; and to visit the errors 
of the fathers upon the children is incom- 
patible with the rectitude of the English 
character. England mnst be faithful to me ; 
but then she must have her own way ; she 
must do all herself, else she will do nothing. 
She was jealous of the clans for taking the 
lead in a restoration, which, of all things, 
she had most at heart, and therefore, for 
the present, she kept aloof ; but I will never 
believe that England can entertain a reso- 
lution so ungenerous as to exclude me for 
ever from the heritage of my fathers. — Their 
grievous errors were no faults of mine — their 
children have undergone a hard penance for 
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these ; and the school of adversity is the 
school of reform. — But enough of this. Tell 
me when this engagement of mine is expect- 
ed to be ratified by its Ailfilment ?" 

*^ As soon as the troops can advance to 
action. Ah, my liege Prince ! you little 
know the tyranny that he is exercising here 
among those attached to your interest. There 
is no insult or damage in his power to inflict, 
firom which we are exempted. Ob, for the 
sake of honest men's and women's noses, let 
the badger be ferreted out of his strong- 
hold ! To see that parasite of a foreign lout 
humbled, would I lay down my titles and 
lineage, which few hold at a higher esti- 
mate!" 

** Gramercy !" exclaimed the Prince— 
^' Often have I blamed my brave chiefs for 
their precipitance, and counsels that brea- 
thed nothing but battle and blood; but 
could I have weened, in the loveliest of their 
daipes, to find them all outdone ?" 

** Oo! she be de very diable and all, 
my liegePrince !" cried De Lancey, holding; 
up his hands, and making a languishing 
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Goiig^e.-*-^^' Dat beautiful madame-~Tat 
would one tink she be?— Eh? — Mh?.^ 
De very cream of de gentle !— De soul of 
meek!— Eh?~Mh?— All love ! all sweet! 
all kind 1— Eh ?— Eh ?— Oo ! Got is my 
life ! — De very brand of de fire ! — de very 
dragon of de destruct !«-^Oo I do beware, my 
Prince 1^0 beware ! You cannot take fire 
into your bosom, and not be burned !'*-^!Nba^ 
noo, you cannot ! Oo I she be de very devil 1 
Ah!ah!oo!oo!*' 

Forthwith it was resolved, that, as soon 
as a detachment of the Clan-More could be 
marched forward, the Prince should put 
himself at their head, and attack the Earl 
of Loudoun, either in the town or the field, 
where he most listed to meet the encounter* 
An express was hurried off to Badenoch 
and Athol, to expedite the march of the 
troops ; and while the small party of adven^ 
turers enjoyed the hospitality of Lady Bal- 
millo, many rapid and sweeping campaigns 
were finally determined on, all proposed 
and urged by their meteor hostess. The 
Pnnce often gazed in utter amazement at 
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her great beauty, and the ebullition of her 
wild and untamable vengeance against his 
enemies. The rest of the gentlemen listen^ 
ed in silence, except De Lancey, who now 
and then threw his head to one side as if in 
utter despair, held up his hands, and ex- 
claimed, *^ She be de very devil !" 

But, alas ! how much is often destined 
to &11 out between the cup and the lip ! 
While the attack on the Earl of Loudoun 
was a-settling in the Castle of Balmillo, with 
many subsequent victories, movements, and 
surprises, the Earl was in the very act of 
preparation for an equally potent attack 
on the Castle of Balmillo itself-— certain 
of taking it with all that it contained, and 
thereby establishing his name and his for- 
tune, never more to be shaken. 

Nothing was ever better devised, or more 
promptly set about. Charles having travel- 
led through a friendly country, and in the 
most private manner imaginable, had not 
the least anticipation that his route was 
known to any one. None of his own offi- 
cers knew of it except the Duke< of Perth 
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alone, for Lord Murray was then absent at 
Blair; and yet, for all that, Loudoun was 
certainly informed of his purpose before he 
set out, and knew within an hour of the 
time when he would arrive at the Castle of 
Balmillo. 

This piece of fortunate intelligence was 
conveyed to him by a peasant of the name 
of Grant, who contrived to obtain inform^ 
ation of Charles's most privy councils, and 
even had wit of what passed in his bed- 
chamber, all the while his head-quarters 
were at Ruthven. There is no man can 
calculate on what these Highlanders will 
do to serve one another. The chief of this 
hind's family was Grant of Rothiemurchus ; 
who being at that time governor of the Cas- 
tle of Inverness under King George, his 
people at home in Badenoch were all on 
the look-out for some opportunity of being 
serviceable to their master. Among others, 
this peasant sent his daughter to ofPer her 
services to the Prince and his officers, and 
she being a remarkably pretty girl, her ser- 
vices were at once accepted, — the man thus 
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exposing his child almost to certain loss of 
virtue for the purpose of serving his laird. 
He did serve the cause in a most prompt 
and effectual manner, for there were mes- 
sages sent every day by word of mouthy 
carried from one to another, in the same 
way that the fiery cross was carried, almost 
with telegraphic despatch. 

The Earl of Loudoun had now a sure and 
safe game to play. He laid an embargo on 
all within the city ; and no person, however 
high his rank or great his express, was suf- 
fered to pass either south or north. A mus- 
ter was made of the troops, and two thou« 
sand men, completely armed, were drawn 
out of the city, and placed in files around 
it, with orders to stand to their arms, and 
be ready to march at a moment's warning. 

In the meantime, the minister, and his 
maid, and daft Davie Duff, were all de- 
tained in Inverness, not being able to pro- 
cure permission to return home. Well 
would Sally have liked had they bwn de- 
tained a week or two longer, foi' it proved 
a time of great gaiety to her. She was run 
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after and courts both by officers and men^ 
and got her natural propensity to lying in- 
dulged in with the most delightful licence. 
The minister's heart was roasted on burning 
coals of juniper from the moment that he 
entered the city. When he saw his admired 
Sarah dressed out like a lady, with a silk 
mantle, gipsy hat and plumes, and so forth, 
and an object of general admiration, he could 
no longer contain his jealousy, but followed 
her, calling her always to him, and repri- 
manding her at every turn. — " Sarah, I say ; 
eome hither, Sarah ; come this way a little, 
Sarah. Where are you proceeding to, link- 
ed arm in arm with that young gentle- 
man?" 

^* Oo, that's just a cousin o' mine, abr, 
that I haena seen for a long while." 

" Sarah, — ^what are you saying, Sarah? 
Are the Munroes of Foulis your cousins, 
girl?" 

" Oo, I daresay they ir, sir. — That young 
chield that's waiting is my cousin, ony how. 
I maun away til him." 

" Sarah, are you mad, Sarah ? I hope not 
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absolutely so. Think you there is no danger 
to your honour or virtue even from a cou- 
sin?" 

" Oo, I dinua think it, sir. He's a mar- 
ried man yon." 

- " Sarah, what do you say, Sarah ? Hd is 
no more married than I am. I know the 
gentleman perfectly well, and if he he your 
cousin, you are very well connected, Sarah." 
. ^* Hout ay, gayan weel connected, sir.~» 
He's maybe no the man he said to me he 
was after a', an that be the gate o't. I maun 
away an' see about that." 

" Sarah, I will discharge you from my 
household, Sarah, if you attempt going any 
such way. Whither are you going with him, 
do you know ?" 

** I dinna ken where he wants me to 
gang. I faiicy we're gaun away to get a dram 
an' a crack thegilber ; that's just a'." 

** You are on the broad way, Sarah — on 
i^e broad way that leadeth to destruction. 
Bijemember you are my hired servant ; and 
thpugh I iutend raising you to rank and 
high respect, I will not sujffer you to go 
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away with that young oflBcer, I dislike his 
look exceedingly." 

" Aih, how can ye say that, maister ? I 
think I never saw as gude a looking young 
gentleman i' ray life." 

" Ah, but your virtue would be very un- 
safe with him, Sarah ; your virtue woiUd be 
very unsafe with him." 

" Nae fear o't, sir ; we's let it take its 
chance. Ye're aye sae feared for my virtue, 
I wonder what you are gaun to do wi't !" 

" Come with me, Sarah ; I have some 
few things to buy for the house, which you 
must take charge of." 

Sally cast a regretAil glance to her gay 
spark, and was obliged to follow her master. 
Young Munro cursed the old jealous put, 
and swore revenge on him ; but Sally had 
not followed the minister far till she per- 
ceived Davie Duff making signs to her. — 
" Ah, yonder's poor Davie, I maun away 
speak to him," said she, and flew from her 
protector ere he had time to stop her, al« 
though he kept calling, " Sarah ! Sarah !** 
and waving his finger for her to return. 
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" You pe fery sore wanted at a house up 
te town/' said Davie ; " and her must pe 
going to it, for te whowle world tepends 
upon hit. Shall I pe leading you after her 
to te place ?" 

" Dear guide us, what can it be, Davie ? 
I canna win wi' ye just now, for the minister 
has something ado wi' me, an' winna part 
wi' me a minute out o' his sight." 

" Och ! she woult not pe kiffing te fery 
littlest tamn of Cot for tat peer pody ! She 
pe fery pad man — wanted peer Tavie's head 
cut from, or to have her hanged down ! — 
No, no ! nefer pe you heeding te praiching 
sinner, but come away to him great ladies, 
for te Ihifes of all te people tepend on your 
going tere ; and Lady Palmillo's Ihife, and 
your own Ihife, and Peter Gow's Ihife, and 
te whowle Clan-More will pe cutted through, 
unless you go to them without any stand 
still." 

While Sally and Davie were communing 
together, the minister kept walking on in a 
lingering way, waiting for her. But at the 
same time she was descried by the two men 
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wlio had been left as guards on the church- 
yard ; and she having treated them so kind- 
ly, they made up to her, in order to proflFer 
her some attention and kindness in return. 

It will be remembered that Donald, the 
younger of the two, pretended to be pas- 
sionately in love with Sally. He was great- 
ly struck with her liveliness and beauty, it 
being scarcely possible to be otherwise, and 
longed exceedingly to oblige her. — ^* Come 
you alhong wit mhe, Mustress M6r Gil- 
naomh," said he, hauling her by the hand, 
** and hersel will pe kiffing you te veiy 
grfaandest entertain ; for yhou pe te vh^ 
kind and te vhery prhetty mhaiten.'* 

" Oh, you may say so indheed," said Da- 
vie ; " Mustress Sally was not a pad child, 
but she pe very mooch petter of peing te 
wife of a mhan/* 

" Ooh, and fat ten ?..— Tat is te very ting 
I was going to pe spaiking abhout," said 
Donald ; " hersel pe very great far ghone 
in Ihove, and tat is te Cot's true of te mhat- 
ter. Come alhong, come alhong, pomiy 
16 
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Mustress Sally — we shall mhump te mn* 
nister for oBce." 

Sally was giggling* and suffering herself 
to be dragged along ; but, just as her ad^ 
mirer pronounced these last words, the mi* 
nister seized her by the arm, and struck 
Donald across the neck with his cane. The 
poor parson's patience was exhausted, for 
his mistress was like to be dragged away 
from under his nose; and fain would he 
have had her locked up, or some way re- 
stoained, while she remained in town. He 
carried her off with him once mcMre, venting 
many complaints of her levity and heedless- 
ness of all decorum, which Sally took all in 
good part, but not with the least intention 
of guarding against these failings in future. 

The spark Monro, in order to have his 
joke, and to get quit of the minister's in- 
terference with him in his amours with his 
maid, had by this time assembled a few of 
his associates, some of whom were cadets of 
the Clan-More family, and knew all the 
story of the minister and his mtdd, and for 

VOL. III. G 
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what he ^as charge^ tq^app^ar at ^^ver^ 
ness. They knew too, that the murder of 
Mr Henning had beep confi^ssed^ and all 
explained ; but the minister did pot know 
that, expecting still that Gow the §mith 
was certain ofsuffering for it. KingGeorge's 
officers at that time did just what they plea* 
sed — there was noi^e to restrain them ; so 
five of them formed themselves into ^ mili- 
tary commission, as thefy called it, to take 
cognizance of the murder of one of tl^ 
King's true liegemen. Accordingly, they 
sent out two of their servants, who took the 
minister prisoner, and brought him before 
their tribunal ; and, having all their proof 
ready at hand, they made out the minister's 
case to be one of the worst imaginable, and 
ordered him into confinement till the mat- 
ter should be farther elucidated. The judge 
said he knew it was incumbent on him, from 
the evidence produced, to order him to pri- 
son ; but, out of respect to holy orders, he 
would content himgelf with having him 
locked up in an apartment of the inn ; and, 
at the isame time, he would order an. armed 
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gu^rd to wait al tbe door. Thus was the 
poor minister left in limbo, ^nd two of the 
yoiing rogues went straight away in search 
o^his pretty mistress. 

But she was taken up before that time, 
and introduced to the forementioned club 
of Jacobite dames, many of whom were of 
the firist rant of any in Scotland. The old 
chief of the Clan-More, (who was acting a 
sort of double part all the while, as almost 
' all old men did about that period,) get- 
ting intelligence of the Earl's intent, and 
unwilling that such a catastrophe should 
take place in his own country, and under 
the roof that had so long been his own, and 
was only yielded up in courtesy to his son 
on his marriage, contented himself with get- 
ting the intelligence conveyed privately to 
those ladies, the Prince's friends, knowing 
that, if human ingenuity could devise a plan 
of sending a message, they would find out 
one. They were thrown into the most dread- 
ful consternation. The hopes of their whole 
party, so long and so fondly cherished^ de- 
pended on the frustration of the Earl's plan. 
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Without a warning voice, the Prince would, 
to a certainty, he taken. But how was that 
warning voice to he conveyed ?— O for a 
hird of the air to carry the message ! The 
fate of their last important message had been 
grievous to many of their hest friends, and 
the mysterious absence of their adventurous 
companion. Lady Sybil, of whom they had 
as yet heard nothing, discouraged them fear- 
fully ; but, hearing that the minister's man 
and maid of Bahnillo were both in tovm, 
they conceived there was a possibility that 
one or both of them might get a permission 
to return home, particularly as they were 
both whigs, and serving a whig master. 

They sent first for Davie, then for Sally, 
and proffered either of them a hundred gui- 
neas who would carry a message to Bal- 
millo. Sally did not seem at first disposed 
to leave town ; but, being told that a whole 
army was going out by night to take Lady 
Balmillo, and murder all her retainers, every 
one, Sally*s fears caught the alarm for Peter 
Gow the smith, and his old father and mo^ 
ther. She had nerex confessed either W 
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Peter or her ovrn heart that she loved Ima, 
but fi^e oould not think to have him and 
his parents murdered in cold hlood^ and at 
once thought that it behoved her to make 
an eSbrt to save him. Besides, Sally was 
of a singularly obliging disposition. When 
she saw either man or woman deeply intent 
on anything, she scarcely had the heart to 
refuse her assistance, when it could avail 
aught. So she at once undertook to make 
a fair trial. Davie did the same, and the 
party had some hope that his simplicity 
might carry him through. Sally went in- 
stantly and applied to her new lover, Do- 
nald, telling him she was under the neces- 
sity of being home, and, if he would conduct 
her through the troops, she would never 
forget him, and would repay him in a way 
that he would like. He told her it was 
impossible, for even Lady Sutherland (whom 
he took to be the greatest woman in the 
world) would not be suffered to pass out of 
town that night. But Donald was proud 
of the confidence reposed in him, and pro- 
mised to do all he could, as he knew she 
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mtraioi JatobftOr^^bitt'ft tnie'^i^g^llke htm- 
«df, and could *«>t4bi9 ^ kaj tiBkbanms 
^bunness* Donald took tbeoafydncdiod fay 
wttiGHithe best ohance of suceMi^ was possi- 
Uo. He Imew aU tfaeMgvoawol' iat 4;faoteMi- 
Mtts of the toim weU, aadafterit irak daik 
.i» conveyed W up» by HMmoeoled wa^;to 
M little gasdea doseou' tbe liise of trooipis, 
and there he ws^f^d her in bis plasd^ «i|l 
4lie two. squatted dose: to the earth, <:a»d 
waited the first moTeoei^t ^of the oolmfiUf;. 
I have been. oral the very spot where j Abe 
.two waited j it was a little gardea > abbnt 
jtweuty .yards fwest &omi the road, and iriih^ 
in a short iBUsket-shot of a long plam^alMi 
of dark pines<. , It being on the I6th«f Fe- 
bruary, daylighivanished About six o'^hfit^; 
but it was moonlight, although the $k^ 
was dark aad dbudy, and it was not .till 
half an hour past . seven that the collinm 
^f' troops ne2tt ta^iheix)ad was put mlenlly 
in motions.' iS&Uy and her anxious. guide 
had just thatiinoinent and no other for m^ 
Jkiag theiff escape ^namely, while theiM* 
H3ond ofhimift vas arfertmsig to £iUow itiie 
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SsaL ^Dgnald ecnrered her inritb hkr.pl^, 
>iiodgfiiier<Mi6ly keepingiiimselfbetweeii iher 
^MjdL>ilieifio]idier% wJiose &oe8^Were towaod 
tlien)^ for fear o{ shots being fired^ the two 
lia toward the.wood^ which they soon reach- 
Hod; They were, howeyor, disoovered and pur* 
mad» but^ Donald's pUid and body keeping 
l^/fi-om their view^ they took them for one 
iferstai. Accordingly, Donald suffered him- 
\Md£ to be overtaken on the verge of the 
^ilantiiKg, standing still when diallenged; 
ihut> in. the meantime, he had let Sally slip, 
'iidio> bounded like a roe through the wood; 
4nd> he having stopped when called to, wad 
hdag known by some present, suspicion 
wis entirely lulled. It was raly by the 
greatest exertion, that Sally could make so 
^ a-head of the troops as to venture on 
tile high road, which she at length effected, 
and never stopped running till she was in 
"ihe smithy of Peter Gow the smjith, who 
Iras busy, even at that late hour, impairing 
aims. She hardly had power to tel) him, 
*^t Lord Loudoun was ou^ the maseh with 
the whole army at Inverness^ tatfutprise the 
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Castle of Balmillo. " He had better have 
staid at home,'' said Peter ; ** I shall make 
him scamper faster back than he is coming 
forward." 

Peter conducted Sally to his mother, and 
with all expedition set about the defence of 
his lady, and her illustrious guests, who sat 
still enjoying themselves, all unconscious of 
the imminent danger that awaited them. 
Peter's smithy was full of arms of every de- 
scription, but all the force he could raise in 
the village was eleven old men, of whom 
his own father was one, and Peter himself, 
who was commander-in-chief, and armed 
with the long Armada gun, made the twelfth. 
Some say he apprized Lady Balmillo and 
the Prince of their danger; but, in the tra- 
ditionary tale, there is no allusion made to 
this, and I believe he did not, which was a 
piece of rash and wild imprudence, which 
none but a Highland deer-stalker would 
have been guilty of, 

Peter hasted along the road with his 
army, consisting of eleven old stern and 
loyal Jacobites, against 1500 whigs, well 
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armed and marshalled, with the redoubted 
Earl of LfOudoun at their head. But our 
small party did not reach the narrow pass 
they intended occupying till they heard the 
army approaching, on which they placed 
themselves, by Peter's direction, behind 
bushes on each side of the road, six being 
above the road, and six below it, all at con- 
siderable distances ; and he himself stood 
on the upper side next to the Castle — none 
were to fire until he gave the word of com- 
mand, and fired first himself; and then they 
were to commence a running fire at consi- 
derable intervals, not above one or two shota 
to be fired at a time. 

Accordingly, our grimy general suffered 
Lord Loudoun's troop of cavalry to advance 
right between his own two potent lines, till 
the front rank reached the place where he 
stood, on which he called out in a tremen- 
dous voice, *' Eisd, eisd ! Gairm air neach* 
Here are the dogs coming, in faith, for our 
Prince. Let the M'Donnells of Glengarry 
close in on the. left, and the Mackintoshes 
on the right. No quarter.*' With that he 
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fired the> SpMiarA 4 andi at' tbe ; ssme time 
one of the 4Ad ieUbws in the other exbmnt- 
ty of the line sounded ailong and sondr^hls 
note on an^ (»c's horn, which in the hurry lie 
•had taken with him to^ui^e sus a trumpet. 
Peter's first diot killed iLord Loudoiw's 
trumpAer, and wounded a gentleman'&horw. 
Then was there a regular fire comm^u^ 
along Peter's whole cordon ; hut there was 
no occasion for it ; the panic had seized on 
the army with an effect altogether incon- 
oeiVabloi That their grand plan of opera- 
tions had been discovered was manifest, aad 
they had no doubt that they were enclosed 
between two bodies of the dans, and that 
their reti'eat would be cut off. The front co- 
lumns wheeled and rushed back in their flight 
on those that were still advancing, and knew 
nothing of the discomfiture in front, with 
such impetuosity, that the confusion and 
rout became altogether dreadfiil ; they tram- 
pled- each other down in whole files, while 
the road' was encimdbered with the wolmd- 
ed and maimed, and arms lying scatteted 
in confusion. It was a singular circumstance, 
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Imie ft weU^tttbentinteA &ct» 'ihftt Laid 
'X^mdoun's onny never kMw but tfant the 
"M^DoBiielLB of Glengsny and the Maokia- 
4tNriie9 were among thein» and slashing them 
domn in whole companies, till they leathed 
'tbe etreets of Inverness, when the devil 
ad enemy was to he seen, and no man 
^eoidd say that he had ever seen one. Cer- 
tainly there is not such another rout on re- 
•cord ; and many nohlemen and gentlemen, 
who were unfortunately involved in it, de- 
clared till their dying days, that, of all the 
pedis and confusions they had ever heen in, 
that flight excelled. 

The fruits of this victory to Peter and 
his aged associates, were about 1000 excel- 
lent muskets, with bayonets, and 13,000 
ieartridges, with other arms of various sorts, 
all of which they sold to the Prince's army. 
Peter got some valuable presents from the 
Prince and his o£Gicers bende, and liberal 
promises of advancement in future ; for all 
admired, but, at the same.time, blamed, his 
'temerity : .they said, what was trucu that 
htrB oountry blacksmith, with el«y^. pld 
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men, 'to go deliberately out to the broad 
h%kway, and encounter upwards of 1500 
regular troops, all well armed and appoint- 
ed, was what no other man would have 
• thought of whom they had ever known, un- 
less it had been a madman ; and that the 
brilliancy of his success could only be ac- 
counted for by ascribing it, where justly 
due, to the protecting hand of Heaven. 

When the Prince desired to see the young 
woman to whom he owed his life, and was 
told she was so ill she could not be remo- 
ved from the cottage at which she had first 
arrived, by reason of the severe fatigue she 
had undergone, he went to the smith's ca- 
bin and saw her, took her hand in his, and 
said many kind and courteous things to her. 
Among others, that, ^' since she had set her 
life on a throw, where so many chances were 
against her, in order to save an unfortunate 
Prince from the hands of hi3 cruel and 
bloodthirsty enemies, assuredly the blessing 
of Heaven would rest on her and hers, for 
which he had already prayed, and ever 
would, while he had existence. His ene* 
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xnes/' be added^ ** had set a hq^Iier price 
on his life than it appealed to be worth, 
either to himself or his friends ; but, how^ 
erei low it might be estimated at present, 
he was sure future ages would bless the me- • 
mory of her who had preserved from sur- 
prise, and an ignominious death, the true 
hear to the British Crown. That any re- 
muneration he could, in his present circum- 
stances, offer her, was wholly inadequate as 
a recompence for the generous deed she 
had done ; but he begged that, for his sake^ 
she would accept of a small manorial of his 
respect." He then took her in his arms; 
and saluted her, blessing her at the same 
time, and putting into her hand a small 
velvet purse, richly and curiously wrought 
widi silver, and filled with French gold, to 
the amount of £43:9: 6e^ I have had 
1h«t purse in my possession, and was offer- 
ed it altogether for a small sum. It is eo- 
veredwith fleurs-de-lis of silveF,and evident- 
ly is the w(»rk of some of the inmates of a 
French conv^t 
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The LiwSj of fB&lmilb #as^sa .OTerjayed 
at die iK>taUeov«rtkiowof theEarlof Lou^ 
doirn^ achieTed by her blaekfimitb» thtH 
she actually shed tears of teiiiinph iorer her 
adversary, made some more liberal graato 
to Peter Gow, and a present of a handaoftae 
TiBrkish gmi, gold mounted; and, her owa 
clan arriving that day at the Castle, follow* 
ed by all those that came through Athol, she 
mo^unted on horseback, at the side of Pxinoe 
Charles, and reviewed them. A more en- 
gaging object than Lady Balmillo that day; 
could scarcely be conceived, for she wias the 
flower of all the North. Her jacket, skirts 
and plaid, were all of the tartan of her clan ; 
her bonnet was of blue velvet, ornamented 
with her ancient family crest in jewels, and 
loaden with plumes. She rode a tall, slender 
steed, that curvetted and played most beau-* 
tifully ; yet, all the time of the review, she 
guided him solely with her left hand^ ^lold-* 
ing a naked sword in her right. For all. the 
chieftain pride that was there that day, she 
was the point of attractioni,;to which ei^ery 



eye wius tiinied* Though feiiv mote th^i Ihe 
ana half of the army had mtvfed, neTer wa& 
there such a beautiful sight seen on the 
laads of Balmillo^ and kng may it be ere 
smdi a one be seen again ! 

After the review, Frinoe Charles and his 
hostess retired into a vrindow of the Castle, 
and all the troops passed under it, every 
jdan by itself, bearing its own colours, and 
headed by its own chiei^ whose hereditary 
bagpipers passed before him, playing the 
fanrourite pibrochs and gathering marches 
of each clan. Alexander Gordon, chaplain 
to the French troops, accompanied Frince 
Charles and Lady Balmillo into the Castle, 
at their joint request, to tal^e a note of the 
numbers of each clan as they passed by. 
He sat in a window by himself, so near to 
the other two, that he heard every word 
that was spoken ; and, from his jot-book, 
the following notes are taken, the numbers 
of the regiments, and names of the leaders^ 
bdng alwayis on the one page, and the dia*^ 
h^es cenceming them on the other* 
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The Clan-More passed first that day, in 
honour of her to whose hospitality they were 
so much indehted; and who had done and 
isuffered so much for the Prince's interest. 
Well were they entitled to rank first, and 
to have the distinguished appellation of the 
Clan-More bestowed on them, if they were 
indeed all of the same clan, which appears 
to me a little dubious. Those who are ver- 
sed in such matters will be able to detect 
the error, if such there is ; but there seems 
to be no doubt that Lady Balmillo claimed 
for her family the chieftainship of the whole, 
as they are thus marked in Gordon's list:-— ~ 
The Clan-More — four regiments. The first 
led by the celebrated Donald M'Gillavry, 
consisting of 400 singularly well formed, 
armed, and accoutred Highlanders, all clo- 
thed in one tartan. 

The second led by Colonel MTherson 
of Cluny, and consisting also of 400 men^ 
less of stature, and clothed in a different 
tartan. 

The third commanded by Colonel AUaa 
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Farquharson, coBsisted of 300 xnen^ of a 
complexion, dialect, and unifonn, different 
from either of the other two. 

The last, and the largest corps, was led 
by John Roy Stuart. It was a motley 
group, and consisted of seven or eight dif- 
ferent tribes, as appeared by their tartans, 
biit, it seems, all united in one. There were 
570 of them. 

** Well may you be a proud dame to-day, 
ray dear Lady Balmillo!" said Charles; 
** and well may I be proud of such a lovely, 
a faithful, and a powerful adherent ! If it 
shall please God to place me on the throne 
of my fathers, my supporters now shall be 
placed next to it, and be my supporters 
still. And I know well who deserves the 
JBrst place. The first of these regiments 
that passed by is a body of men not to be 
equalled ; and, as their leader served all his 
life under the old veteran Borlam, I will 
engage that that regiment shall drive from 
the field, or cut in pieces, three times its 
number of any troops serving under the 
Elector of Hanover:** 
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^ I am fiwe th^jmil}^ you Boyat High- 
ness/' said she; *f I will likewise engage 
that they shall do m; for how caniihe dogs 
of an ifsurper fight !*<^Mother of oar OLord ! 
how dare thej lift their sacriiegiws: po^s 
against the tme anekited of thy Son i^?tt'U 

When De Lancey, who was standiag 
at the wall helow tbs window, heard this 
Tehement exclamation, he held up both his 
handsi and shrugged his shoulders. ^^CHi, 
Moder of Gott ! fat is dat dat I do hear ?-^ 
Noting but de treaten, and de vaishesig, 
and de blaspheme! Oh, she be de;Tei^ 
diable and all, dat same Madame BalmulooJ'' 

^ Who is that haughty chief thid; ap- 
proaches next, my liege, who moves aa^^if 
indignant of walking on the face of the 
earth — ^he with the eagle's plumes, and 
the tremendous falchion ?"i 

^* That is my staunch friend, and my'fti- 
ther's friend, madam^ the Laird of/Glea- 
garry. Would to God the M^Dondls b^ 
aU been as steiling amd as trusty «s b^ ! 
He is a hero in the £dd^ bold as a lion, hut 
l^rhulent lin* boUnseV aad jealouav<of..^s 



fflaitiis/ and of my favours, io< en: ientreme 

tii^ has given me much uaeasinett. -You 

siee that he heads 300 dansmen himseU^ 

and ihia son, whoi follows .him» 800 mov<^. 

'. Gkngarry is no mean feather in his Pjinofii s 

bonnet* These savageJooking fellows: of 

jBis>hehayed themselves nobly at the battle 

ai O^boik, for the ^heie brunt of the atta^ 

fell upon them. See, here comes anotiber 

corps of M^Donells* Look there, madam, 

"*tfa»e goes a chieftain at their faead^ifho 

ihfts neither lands nor rents, and who yet 

/keeps an hundred fighting men in hisbaU, 

all the year round. But that is not aU^ifn 

a strai4^ he can bring 400 to the field. I 

.aokuDwle^e the matter to be above my 

eomprehension. Heia^ nevertheless^ a gal- 

ifant wan-ior, and true to our faouae." 

** Then do I love aad respect htm, itiy 
Prince, and he is weloome here ; his loyalty 
.ito you cancels all heartbumingsibetweeniw. 
tjBnt Ikaofvir^him well.;, he fans l0ttg beei^a 
tspuUesome tenant of ourn, for of ous^hoMae 
*hti holds the greateS(|>aal «f bun exteniite 
ifcmaiBa;.a«cl, iapl^aoeidfdomg usimttage 
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&r them, he has often been our greatest ad- 
versary ; I never, however, weened that hiis 
men could have been so well accoutred.'* 

" Had you seen them, my lady, when 
they first joined me at the head of Loch-* 
Lochy ! — then, the famed regiment of Sir 
John Falstaff was nothing to them ! — 
There were not above twenty muskets in 
the whole corps, nor, I think, above twelve 
bonnets ; their faces were of a deep copper- 
colour, by reason of the sun-burning ; thefar 
hair weather-beaten, and standing out in 
tufts like those on a wild boar's mane ; and 
their heads generally bare, except that a 
few of them had their matted locks snooded 
up with red garters ; some good rusty broad- 
swords there were in the regiment, and thdt 
was all, for the greater part of the men w^pe 
absolutely half naked. And yet, how do 
you think the fellows came to me ?— They 
came, positively, with two whole companies 
of the Royal Scots, prisoners of war. They 
had encountered them, by chance, with Cap- 
tain Caroline Scott at their head, on their 
march to take possession of Fort- William'; 
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80^ without more ado, the men of Keppoch 
set on them, and, having killed sereral, and 
wounded their captain, and a numher be- 
side^ they took all the survivors prisoners, 
and brought them to me. I asked the 
diieftain of the sept if they had no better 
dothes ; he replied that they had plenty of 
good clothes, and he wanted them to have 
put them on ; but that the fellows were po- 
sitive, and persisted in leaving them for the 
use of their friends at home, for they were 
determined that their enemies should clothe 
them. Accordingly, they have been very 
shifty, for now they are as well armed and 
dothed as their neighbours. When they 
returned from the battle of Tranent, at 
which they did gallant service, there was 
not a man of them wanted a regular wea- 
pon, although a number of them went to 
the field armed with scythes, pitchfcHrks, 
and long goads of iron. Keppoch's muster 
to^y is 300 men. These next are the 
men of Glbnco— unstable as water, and 
uncertain as a herd of their own mountain* 
deer. This day their diieftaia musters^ 
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200 '/ilo-tnoitbw, perbaj^s, he'taaj Hot l^avfe 
above 60 at his call.'* ^ j 

" But wbo is this that comes next, ^tli" 
su6h seirenity of countenance, and dignity 
of deportment ?— That is such a man as a ' 
Highland chief ought to be ; and, before I ' 
hear his name, he shall sit at your Royal' 
Highnesses right hand to-night*' 

** That, madam» is the great Captain of 
Clan-Ronald, a gentleman of no common 
endowments — an accomplished officer, stea- 
dy in counsel, andundaunted in danger. His 
clan are in the west,' battering Fort- Wil- 
liam, and driving the Campbells from his 
domains, under the command of his gallant 
son, while he himself has only a guard to-- 
day of 150 men. He has promised to bring 
700 to the field. 

" That next chief, with the black plumes 
in his bonnet, and locks like the wing of 
the raven, is the flower of chivalry. Colonel 
Caimeron of Lochiel — the first to take the 
field, and the last to leave it. Thelialf of 
his dan are likewise wanting ; still, you see, 
|e musters 400 brave warriors to-day." 



, ^ I ^mk this anust be your^ Royal Higfa-t 
ness's own regiment, for they are dad in 
the tartan that you yourself wear.** 

^^ These, madam, are my brave kinsmen, 
tbe Stuarfts of Appin, a small, but a truly 
loyal and worthy clan ; they are led by 
Charles Stuart of Ardshiel, for their old 
chief could not come to the field. I belieye 
that scarcely a man has remained at home, 
surrounded as their country is by deadly 
enemies. — Gordon, mark the men of Ap« 
pirn 860 r 

Next these came the M'Lachlans, 260 ; 
the Clan-Donnochie, SOO ; and, last of all, 
the red McGregors, 800. These were all 
led by their respective chiefs, and, every one 
of them, were lauded by the Prince in pass- 
ing by. 

Thus ended the review of Balmillo ; for 
Lord Murray, with the Athol men, was 
still at Blair. The Duke of Perth's regi- ' 
ment was marching &rther to the eastward, 
and the Ogilvies, and Gordons of Glen^ 
bucket, were still far to the south. The Mas- 
ter of Lovat, too, had gone home by Fort* 
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Augustus, to embody some more of his fa- 
ther's vassals. 

After they had all passed by, her lady- 
ship addressed the Prince/ and asked him 
what he thought of the clans on the whole^ 
for that his particular praises had been so 
liberal, and so unqualified, that it was im- 
possible to tell which of them he admired 
most. He answered her shortly, with the 
tear in his eye, that no langus^e of his 
could convey an adequate idea of the esti- 
mation in which he held his brave dans ; 
he was so much overpowered with his feel- 
ings, he could not proceed. 

The discomfiture of Lord Loudoun's bril- 
liant army by Peter and his forces, consist- 
ing of eleven old men, raised such a laugh 
against the former, that many of the young 
gentlanen left it, and retired to their re- 
speqtive homes, and to Edinburgh, not ha- 
ving confidence to shew their faces any more 
ajuong the fair Jacobites of Inverness. Not 
so the Earl himself: he boasted more loud- 
ly than ever ; made a muster of his men on 
tiie same day that the Prince reviewed the 

10 
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dbns ; and, callmg over 200 more from the 
Goantry of the Monroesi, and 200 Grants 
tliat came tip the Frith by water, he pre- 
j^Lred next day to march and give the 
Prince battle on the field, before more of 
}m troops came up. He meant to have sur* 
prised Charles still at Balmillo, but the 
impatience of the lady of that place to see 
vengeance done on her great adversary, pre- 
vented him ; and, ere ever either of them 
was aware, the two armies came in sight of 
each other at the river Nairn. But, the 
Bang's forces having possession of the old 
military bridge, the clans were obliged to 
pause, and make a wheel to the eastward. 
The river was heavy and swollen, it being 
the 18th of February, and the snfow melt^ 
ing on the hills, nevertheless the Prince 
resolved to ford it, and attack the enemy in 
flank. The Lady Balmillo rode at his side, 
at the head of her clan, with a naked sword 
in her hand, as on the preceding day ; but, 
witen they approached the river's brinks the 
Prince requested her to draw off her fe-st 

VOL. III. H 
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regiment to some green knolls above the 
ford, and remain there to guard their left 
flank, until the rest of the troops had cross- 
ed the river ; " and then/' said he, " I shall 
either clear the bridge for you and your men 
to pass over, or we will cut down that divi- 
sion of the enemy between us with ease. I 
do not order, but I request, your ladyship to 
do this, for, believe me, that river is not for 
a lady to cross." 

" We shall see," said she. " Come on, 
clansmen !" and, in one moment, she was in 
the river, to the curch of the side-saddle. 
Drumnaglash and young Borlam flew to her 
assistance, and, taking the upper side, they 
two broke the current of the stream, but 
she would not suffer them to touch her 
bridle-reins ; and, when her steed bounded 
to the bank on the other side, she was salu- 
ted by a hurra from the clans, that made 
the hills yell. Lord Loudoun had deemed 
the river impassable, and kept, his ground ; 
but, on hearing this salutation, he caused 
his cavalry to file off, and they came down 
at a brisk trot, and began firing across the 
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river, but the bank shielded those that were 
over completely from their view. The dans 
returned the fire in columns, as they ap- 
proached the river, and a part were slain 
and wounded on both sides. But, as soon as 
the four regiments of the Clan-More were 
over, the Prince put them in motion, march- 
ing them at a quick pace up the hill, so as 
to separate the Earl's cavalry from the rest 
of the army, that still kept its position near 
the bridge. Without more ado, the Earl's 
army began their retreat, both wings at the 
same time, with drums beating, trumpets 
sounding, and colours flying. Had it not 
been for the passage of the river, that was 
so troublesome and tedious that the troops 
took nearly half a day in crossing, Charles 
would, to a certainty, have cut off his re- 
treat It was with the greatest difficulty 
that Lady Balmillo could be restrained: 
" Pursue ! pursue !" she kept calling ; " Oh, 
let us *de» run, and cut the whig loons to 
pieces !" She made the pipers of all the 
regiments to join, and push on after the 
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fliers, playing, with all their might, *' Away^ 
Whigs, away !" 

From a retreat, it turned hy degrees &ir- 
ly into a flight and pursuit, but Loudoun 
still kept gaining ground. When Charles 
entered Inverness at the one side, the rear 
of the flying army had not got quite clear 
of the town on the other ; but, by a guard 
placed on the Ness with cannon, the march 
of the Highlanders was impeded, and the 
whole of Loudoun's army crossed at the 
Kessock ferry in safety before twelve at 
night. 

That was a joyous night in Inverness to 
the adherents of Prince Charles. They 
found him in the midst of them, high-spi* 
rited, gay, and enthusiastic in his cause as 
ever ; free to aver, and nothing loath to as- 
sert, " that, in his march over the greater 
part of Britain, in whatever way or n[)anner 
he had met with his enemies, whether in a 
regular fieVl of battle, or shght skirmish, 
his clans had uniformly been the conquer- 
on. The Elector's troops seemed to have 
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BO i^ower to stand before them ; they were 
paralysed and heartless, and became an easy 
prey ; and, unless it were from somefatali- 
ty an the part of their leaders, he was po* 
sitive the clans would ever do the same." 
He was little aware how truly he spoke at 
that moment ; however, it gave his party 
great spirits, and the festivities of the even- 
ing were concluded by a splendid ball, the 
first dance of which was led off by the 
Prince and Lady Balmillo. But there was 
one who, wont to be the life and joy of these 
parties, was still a-missing, to the great asto^ 
nishment of her friends ; and, the next day, 
when Lady Balmillo related to them the 
mysterious circumstances attending her 
death and burial, (for she judged it unmeet 
to do so sooner,) it is impossible to describe 
the horror that was manifested. Some 
blamed the old Chief for having murdered 
his daughter; on account of the part she had 
espoused ; but all who knew his true senti- 
ments knew that to be false. Some blamed 
one, and some another ; but, as for Lady 
Balmillo, she would blame nobody for that. 
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or anything else, except the Earl of Lou- 
doun ; and so inveterate was she against him, 
on account of real or fancied injuries, tha^t 
she would not let the Prince get either 
peace or rest, till he sent a detachment fvom 
her own troops, joined hy some others, in 
pursuit of him. The command of the ex- 
pedition was given to Lord Cromarty, on 
account of his interest in these bounds ; and, 
taking advantage of a thick fog, he drew all 
the boats on the south of the Moray Frith 
together, and, embarking his men quietly^ 
jBO completely surprised Loudotm^ that he 
took every officer at head-quarters prisoner, 
routed the army, and pursued them about 
ten miles across a dark moor. The Earl 
was* not present with the army when the 
attack was made, having gone to Chaijfenry 
on some important business. When he came 
up to them, his astonishment may be con- 
ceived, to find them flying once more before 
the clans, of whom he had always pretended 
to make so light. He drew them up, how- 
ever, faced about, and began to set up his 
birses in a most daring attitude. His forces 
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still nearly doubled in number those led 
against him by Cromarty, and, as he b^an 
making preparations next day for attacking 
in has turn, the issue of the contest became 
highly doubtful. The clans stood their 
ground ; and, just when the armies began 
to exchange fires, the Duke of Perth arri- 
ved with a reinforcement, amounting to the 
number that came first over. The boats 
could hol(J no more at the first crossing; 
but these, having returned with some others 
taken on the north side, brought over this 
timely aid. Loudoim was again obliged to 
betake himself to his old shift ; he fled across 
the river Conon into Sutherland, expecting 
that extensive county, all in George's in- 
terest, to rise in support of his cause. But 
the clans gave him no time ; they chased 
him from one station to another, till at 
length they forced him into the Western 
Sea. He left Inverness on the evening of 
the 18th of February, at the head of 2400 
well-appointed men ; and, on the 9th of 
March, he landed for refuge in the Isle of 
Skye, with only 800 of these remaining. 



176 THE THBJBE PERILS 

There were many things happened to the 
valiant conquerors of the Highlands inl746 
that were &irly hushed up, there being none 
afterwards that dared to publish or avow 
them. But there is no reason why these 
should die. For my part, I like to rake 
them up whenever I can get a story that 
lies within twenty miles of them, and, for 
all my incidents, I appeal to the records of 
families, and the truth of history. 
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CIRCLE V. 



We must now return to our friends abotit 
B^millp, and, in the first place, to the wor- 
thy clergyman, whom we left locked up a 
prisoner in a room at Inverness. The young 
gentlemen who played him that trick, not 
bdng ahle to find his beautiful maid, with- 
drew his guard quietly, opened the door, or 
at least, turned the lock, and took no more 
Boticeofhim. The minister paced the floor 
tin about midnight, and then, with some 
diffidence, touched the bell. A servant at- 
tended, in a manifest flutter of spirits, (it 
will be remembered it was the night of the 
Earl of Loudoun's grand expedition to catch 
Prince Charles,) on which the minister, 
H 2 
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supposing himself a legal prisoner, address- 
ed the man as follows :-— 

" Friend — I say, friend, I suppose it 
will be no offence to the legal authorities, if 
I should order a bit of supper and a bottle 
of wine ?" 

" Hu, sir, I tink she would pe fery pad> 
if she would pe going to te refuse of tat,** 

" I say, friend, what is your name ?'* 

^' Hu, her nhame pe Tonald M'Craw^ 
and tat was a nharn^ she would not affright- 
ed for." 

^ Well, Donald ; 1 say, Donald, what 
have you that you can give me for supper?^ 

" Fath ! nhot a creat much deal, sir ; for 
King Shorge's hofficers, t^mn ter stomachs ! 
hafe eaten down all our mhaits." 

*^ Well, I suppose you will get me somoN 
thing as good as you can«— <And« Mr M'«* 
Craw, could you get me a word of my noaid** 
servant, who is in town, and whom I want 
particularly to see? — ^Why do you laugh, 
Donald ? Consider my coat, sir, and that 
it is my own servant whom I am desirous 
of seeing," 
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** Hu, Cot pless you ! who is te doubt of 
it, sir ? But ours is not peing te house of 
tat description, although she pe hotle print- 
ed apofe te toor ; that is te Gaelic, and sig- 
nifies thirst. Put I shall warrant she pe te 
fery cood servhant — Is it te same of te hay- 
loft?" 

** What do you say, Donald ? — I hope 
that simple and natural incident has not 
been bruited here?" 

" Hu ! nhot at hall, sir ; we hafe mhore 
sense than to account all te mhen brutes tat 
fiiH into tat mistake, or whomen too. But 
f shall nhot pring te mhaid." 
'- ** Well, Donald, 1 shall not attempt to 
war with your prcgudices ; and, perhaps, the 
girl might not be found, for I little wot 
where she is. Bring me supper; and, if 
there is any gentleman in the house disen- 
gaged, I shall be happy to share a bottle of 
wine with him." 

•* Tere is a gentleman of old Lord Clan- 
More's here, sir, waiting te return of this 
grhand expedition." 

'' What expedition, Donald ?" 
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But this query led to an explanation lie* 
. tween the two whieh lias all been giyen bt^ 
fore, as well as to a more pleasant one to 
ik^ TaxsQXX, certifying to him th^^t he w» 
no jj^oner, and, as far as Dpnald M^C'aw 
knew, never had been. Then did the p^r^^ 
son bc^in to suspect his youthful judges of 
waggery, and great were his fears anent his 
mistress's safety and honour in their hands, 
having perceived some of them on the look* 
out for her. Supper was brought; and the 
gentleman often mentioned before came al- 
so to partal^e of it, namely, the dark, suspi- 
cious warrior, who seemed to have such a 
sway over the old Lord Clan-More. He 
was the next heir of entail to his own soq^ 
and nearly as great a favourite ; for in fiiet 
he had an art with him that kept thrai 
both in a manner under his direction and 
control. We must, for the present, style 
him Sir Roderick, though it was not by that 
title that he afterw^ds became so notori- 
ous. 

This gentleman knew all about the n^i<« 
Ulster's tiivial affairs well enopgh ; but, foe- 
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»g well quftified £br appreciating d;iamo- 
imSf be s$w tlbtrougli th^ sillinisss of hi^ 
and aiecoupte^ nothiiig of all that had ti^_ 
hm place, suvp th«* be proposed gmtifying 
k^^lf by tormenting %he doating diviaa, 
mA ^Iso pmnping bim a little towai^ th^ 
obtaining of some information that h^ want^ 
ed^ for Sir Roderick's he^ wa$ M prin* 
dpdUy on ime dark and deep d^^. 

" Come away, sir. Come Away* I am 
extremely happy to see you. I conceived 
myself a legal prisoner here. For, as you 
yourself heard, I was cited to appear here 
an^it the mystmous death of Mr Hen* 
ning. Now, sir«^I am so glad to see you! 
— ^perhaps you can tell me who the gentte* 
mep were that incarcerated me to-day, after 
bringing me to a sham trial ?" 

" A mere trick of youth, I suppose, Mr 
Farspn. Our military men are for the pre* 
sent th(Q principal law-makers, as well a^ its 
Ixreak^s. There is no control to be bad 
over them, and none attempts it* Sad 
times for this poor distracted country !" 

" Yes, as you say, sir. There U sc&roely 
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anything that is injured to people as their 
own, — ^no, not for a day nor an hour. Our 
]XK>st precious privileges are violated.*— I 
:mean the liberty of man, and the honour of 
women. I fekr these are both in mani- 
fest danger ! It is very hard on the po(a: 
women !*' 

^ Not so hard as a parson may be apt to 
suppose, perhaps. I hope the breach made 
on your liberty did not originate in some 
strats^em relating to the other delinquea* 
<jy?" . 

** How do you mean, sir ?*' 

" The honour of the poor women, you 
know. Pray, may I ask — Was not your 
himdsome mistress in town ?" 

*' My maidservant was in town. Sir Ro- 
derick." i 

* "I beg pardon, Mr Parson. Ah, I 
smell a rat ! That accounts for your impri- 
fionment in faith ! Yon is not a flower^ sir, 
to expose too much to the public eye; Do 
you know where she is now ?'* 

" No, I do iM)t indeed.'* 
\ << Never mind ; joiu me in a glass of 
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idne. Perhaps I could find her out to you ; 
Iwt, if I could, you would not thank me." 

*^ Believe me, I will^ sir— ^I will thank 
j9fa most cordially," 

'^ Not just now, sir* Pray, sit down and 
let us finish our supper and wine. It will 
be time enough when it is morning. We 
sannot break into a gentleman's birth just 
now.'* 

^' Good heavms. Sir Roderick ! Can we 
go a moment too soon ? The girl is under 
my charge — Came far from her home de» 
pending on my protection. I am bound in 
honour to protect her. Let us run— Jet us 
§fM her rescue." 

^ It is all time enough, my good sir. Be 
taMtent that I won't go at present. Sit 
down and I will tell you a good story. Do 
you as yet know how the murder of .Hen« 
ning was proven and ac^owledged ?" 

'^ Proven and acknowledged ! Is it then 
pf dven and acknowledged ?" 

^^ In good sooth. It was the young 
blacksmith of the village who did the deedi 
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and a curious deed it was* Why, as; 
down comes your pretty maid to the Castle^ 
carrying a pldd and a bonnet"-*^ 

*' A plaid and a bonnet? Well, what 
then ? I know something about these." 

** ^t down, sir. Have a little patience. 
Why are you so much ^tated ? — Wdl, 
sir; and Aie swears that that pkid aud 
bonnet belonged to Gow the smith." 

^' Did she» indeed? The dear delightful 
creature! Did she make affidavit to that 
purpose ?'* 

'^ She did ; and Vulcan was imme£ate« 
ly seized and brought to judgment." 

" Noble ! noble ! grand ! Well, I ^ape 
he was shot, or condemned to be hanged?" 

'' No, neither. The fellow was reward* 
ed." 

" Rewarded? What fyx? Pooh! Re- 
warded for shooting my lord's secretary ?" 

" Why, methought it was all over with 
Peter, especially when he at once acknow- 
le^ed that tibe bonnet and phdd were his." 

'* His ? Did he acknowledge them to be 
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bag? Qh the dog! the scoundrel! How 
could they he his ?" 

" They were his, sur. Else, you know, 
the girl would never have sworn to it. He 
oonld not deny them, he said, as they were 
well known over all the parish to he his. 
But he was not so frank at telling where 
lie iiad left them, it strikes me. Parson, 
that he had .been in the bed or the hay-loft 
with your pretty butler before you that 
night, or very shortly after had supplied 
your place, for be was not quite free to tell 
where he left the articles, and the maid had 
them." 

^ The base^ worthless dog! He would 
not tdl where he left them, would he not ? 
I know surdy where he h£t them, for I had 
them both in hand* Let us go in searob 
of her, sir, without more delay. Let us go 
— Iiet us go." 

** I would rather be excused for the pre-^ 
sent, sir. Pray, sit down. Here's to your 
good beftKfh, ^nd » happy meeting mth your 
mistress." 

^^ Liet us go, if you please> Sir Boderick. 
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If you plea4€y I say. Let us go, if you 
please'^ 

" I will find her to you in good time. 
Sit down and tell me what you thought of 
yon mysterious funeral. Perhaps you and 
I might have had some interest in looking 
after that" 

" Eh? Interest, did you say, Sir Ro- 
derick ? Have I then guessed right ? The 
funeral came from France^ I suppose.'* 

" I do not take you up," 

" As a meed to the Pretender it was 
coming? Was it not? A dark deed yon. 
Sir Roderidc — Eh ? A guard placed over 
it night and day too. Am I right ? No 
names T 

^' The guard has been removed and the 
corse lifted. But it is a deed of darkness. 
Ay, and one that some deserve to strap for. 
But there will be news about it as soon as 
men can get leisure to think of private in* 
juries." 

" Ah ! Is it lifted ? Then have I done 

► with it. Pray, Sir Roderick, let us go itnd 

search after that hapless maid. And yet it 
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matters not. Are you sure, Sir Roderick, 
that the honnet and plaid she produced to. 
my lord did indeed belong to our black- 
guard smith ?" 

" I think, of all other things, there can 
be the least doubt of that. The fellow ac^ 
knowledged them ; and that he had shot 
the man, from an idea that he was violat- 
ing the sepulchres of his chiefs family, for 
which he was handsomely rewarded, and 
made chief keeper of our lord's forests. 
And a brave rapscallion he seems to be.'^ 

^^ Rapscallion, indeed ! It has been on 
the morning after committing the murder 
that he violated my prem;ises. The gun 
was his too ; there is not a doubt of it. O 
the &lsehood, the artifice, the unblushing 
filsdiood of that deceitful and lovely crea* 
ture woman ! * No, no, sir ! There was no 
man there. Man never came into my bed. 
These belonged to a dear brother of mine, 
now no more ! And I never sleep without 
these below my pillow !' Alack the day ! 
poor wronged damsel !'' 

** Pray, Mr Parson, don't pule and rav« 
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at the same time. Had you your bottle 
before supper ?" 

*' I &SLJ, womau^ sir, is a thing to dream 
of, not to trust. — O Sarah, Sarah f I would 
rather that thou hadst lain in the bosom of 
thy father Abraham, than in that of a grim, 
hideous, bedevilled blacksmith. Down with 
all bellows, bayonets, bratches, and bmn*- 
bailiffs, to the pit of perdition !" 

Roderick would have enjoyed the rayings 
of the minister exceedingly, instigated aa 
his weak pericranium was, by wine, love, 
and jealousy ; but at that histaait the van 
of the routed ahny entered the town in 
great confusion, and Roderick, rushing laat 
to learn the event, left the Parson to his 
own meditations. The rooms of iJhe iaa 
duortly after that began to fill full of yo- 
lunteer gentlemen from the grand rout of 
Balmillo ; the Parson found himself as no* 
body ; and, taking his horse, he set out for 
his own home. He found himself litde move 
than half way about sun-rising, after a tedi- 
ous journey over guns, bayonets, pistols, and 
holsters, for several miles : And, moreover, a 
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nuinber of wounded and maimed men in- 
texrnpted his journey by their unavailing, 
requests of assistance. The minister could 
do nothing for them ; but at every one he 
askedy where the Highland army lodged 
that had given them such a terrible over- 
throw, and by all was informed, that they 
were lodged about the castle, church, and 
village of Balmillo. The poor Parson's 
heart &iled him* He counted upon being 
a-plundered, ruined man. More especially 
wa» fie afraid of Keppocfa, for he had both 
preai^^ and prayed against that chieftain^ 
and df^oimeed him and his adherents the 
i^beritage of Satan. ^' 1 shall find these 
kernes of Lochaber kennelled in my bed*- 
chamlber," said he to himself, ** wasting my 
small provision, rioting, perhaps, in the 
mutilated remains of my only cow, and, 
worst of all, violating — What was I going 
to say ? O Sarah, Sarah ! What a burning 
flame thou hast kindled around my heart ! 
But I must expel thee from it, though to 
past with thee will be as death. I know 
not wfaare, nor in what state thou art now^;^ 
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nor shall I ever know, for thou mlt mislead 
me by thy eternal leasing making. I would 
have raised thee to the rank thy beauty de- 
served. But, since I cannot trust thee — 
What ? Trust thee beside thy horrible pa* 
ramour ? What, then, should I be ? No, 
no, before I rear up an offspring of black* 
smiths, I will die the death !*' 

The minister had, by this time, in the 
height of exdted feelings, put spurs to his 
bay horse, and, notwithstanding the encum- 
brances on the road, was dashing foriously 
along. But aU at once he found himself 
flying in the air, and that with a velocity^ 
that, if it had not been for the disingenuous 
attraction of gravity, might have impelled 
him a good way on the line he was pursidng, 
or on one diverging only a few degrees from 
it. I say disingenuous, because I conceive 
it to be rather an oblique and illiberal pro- 
vision of nature this tendency towards the 
centre, exposing people to such unmerciM 
thumps ; and therefore I wish it had never 
been, or, at all events, that it had never 
been discovered. If it had never been. 
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wh^l an advantage for slaters, masons, fcx^ 
hunters, and weathercock-makers ! How de- 
lightful to have had the same chance of 
falling upward as downward ; or, best of all, 
in. a horizontal direction, and then, in a le- 
vel country, one might have fallen across a 
whole plain ! And, if this mighty pheno- 
menon had never been discovered, people 
would not have been puzzled with its abso- 
lute and specific qualities, or in solving an 
hypothesis that has always, to me at least, 
proved as incomprehensible as the work of 
creation itself. Then, I say, when it so 
chanced that a man had got a hearty fall^ 
such as this experienced by the minister of 
BahEuillo, he would have attributed it mere- 
ly to his own density, and, if able, risen 
and clawed the damaged parts, and, if un- 
able to have done that, some might have 
done it for him. 

All that our minister, howeter, remem- 
bered of the affair, was^ that he was riding 
very fast, and that, at an acute turn of the 
road, all at once he darted from his saddle, 
and began a-flying. He had some concept 
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loon, too, that he saw a dead man lying 
b^low him^ as he spread himself on the at* 
mosphere. More he remembered not, till 
he found himself lying on a flock-bed, in 
a poor cottage, attended by Peter Gow 
the smith, who, in this extremity, had bled 
the disabled parson with a horse-fleam, 
and administered such cordials as the place 
affi)rded. 

Peter and one of his associates beheld 
the minister -s misfortune, for they were oat 
despoiling the field of battle. Tlie minis*- 
ter's bay nag was not a coward, as may be 
conjectured from a former instance of his 
behaviour. No, he was far fnnn that, for 
he would boldly have faced any living crea^ 
ture, however rampageous its demeanour, 
provided it looked up and fairly shewed 
face. But he had a mortal aversion at any- 
thing that lay quite dormant. Not that 
he was terrified for it, but he found some- 
thing within him that assured him he m^t 
be raceedingly terrified if it jumped up ia 
any ridiculous manner or form, and it was 
this feeling that put him so dreadAiUy to 

16 
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it when any such thing met his eye,; he 
perceived that he had a great chance to g^ 
a horrid fright, and the dread of that issue 
put him fairly heside himself. The minis- 
ter was riding with foil force, half madden- 
ed by the injuries he supposed he had re^ 
oeived at the hand of his idolized Sarah, 
when, at a quick turn of the road to the left, 
which every traveller must have noted, af- 
ter descending a little steep about five miles 
from Inverness,^-at that turn, ere ever 
the minister's bay horse was aware, he found 
himself coming in contact with a dead man, 
lying grovelling at the side of the highway, 
in as dangerous a position for making a 
spring upward as any corpse could possibly 
lie. The horse's heart leaped I know not 
where, into his forehead 1 dare say, for he 
flew o£P at the right with a spring thut 
would have unhorsed the best minister in 
Europe ; and as the bay nag darted right 
away from the dead man, of course he threw 
the minister of Balmillo as straight towards 
him« He fell on his head, and there he 
lay quite lifeless, until Gow the smith and 

VOL. II. I 
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fais associate came up, when the former im- 
mediately began to essay his veterinary skill 
on his forlorn pastor. It was successful in 
restoring him to animation ; but the par- 
son, after all, was not satisfied with the 
utility of such treatment, for, to say the 
truth, he would rather have been obliged 
to any other for such prompt and ready 
succour, than to Peter. 

*' Smith! I say, smith, I fed ar dismal 
giddiness and debility. Pray, did I bleed 
a great deal from my fall ?" 

" Oo no, sir ; the devil a drop you bled 
at all. But I did that for you, else you 
were gone, for your face and neck were 
grown as black as my smithy-hearth, and 
your eyes were as red as a nail-string." 

" Fellow, how dared you to let blood of 
me ? Where had you lancets ?'* 

" Oo, bless you, sir, I took one of the 
blades of my horse-fleams, and with a stone 
knocked it to the head in your jugular, and 
it sprung like a well." 

** You dog that you are ! How durst 
you knock your horrible horse-fleam into 
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my neck. You have murdered me, sir, and 
my blood is on your head."* 

•^ Oo no, the devil a drap of it, sir ; it 
ran all down the brae, and I am sure there 
was a pint of it. But I sewed up the hole 
with some of the hairs of my own head, 
and I will defy him to come loose." 

** Was there ever such a brutal thing 
heard of in a Christian country as a mini- 
ster of the gospel to be let blood of with a 
horse-fleam, and his wound sewed up with 
a darning-needle, and a thread twined of 
the hairs of a blackismith ? Oh you uncon- 
scionable dog ! Can any human frame over, 
come such an operation ?" 

" Ay, and ten times more, sir. What 
is a fleam to a bayonet ? And, besides, it 
was not this great naig fleam ; see, it was 
this neat fellow that I blood the stirks and 
the foals with," 

^' Stirks and fools do you say, sirrah ? 
I take you aU witnesses." 

** Oo no, sir, not the fools, but the little 
bad young horses and the catties. You 
w^e dead as a shot ptarmigan when I 
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came to you, and I could do nothing but 
use the means in my power. I could not 
think for you to die, because you had been 
a kind master to my dear Sally .^ 

" Do you know what hath become of 
that infatuated girl, smith ?*' 

^* Oo, sir, she is at home<— at our hons^ 
lying very ill." 

" At your house lying ? Why, was not 
my house her home ? What todc her to 
your house to lie? — For you to wait on h^, 
I suppose ? You unsanctified ragamuffin ! 
I will make you over to Satan for the de- 
praving and seducing of that once chaste ' 
and lovely maiden." 

*' Oh, sir, you do not know the story, 
nor half the story yet. I did not seduce 
her to our house ; she came of herself in 
sad plight, but she accomplished the grieat 
work, and I hope will not be much the 
worse, though i&he has had a sore battle for 
it." 

« With whom, sir? Who was it that 
attacked her ? Was it the young Monroe, 
or Gfen-Ellick ? Eh? Was she overcome 
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agun ? But what need I ask ? Doubtless 
she would yield as willingly as to your no- 
torious self. Do you attend her in your 
&ther'8 house, sirrah ? Do you nurse her 
by night, and leave your mother to nurse 
her through the day ? You have not the 
kindness and the goodness of heart to do 
this, I am sure." 

^ Oo yes, but I do though.'' 

*' Sadidoth and dnder-brose for such a 
dog ! Let me have a place to puke ! Vul* 
can and Venus! A thousand degrees 
worse !'' 

^l Hout, Pate, mhan," cried the old vil- 
lager, thrusting himself forward ; '^ cannot 
you pe te pehold tat te cood mhan is rhav- 
iog py te lost of te creat plhood out of she's 
i^edc. Stand out of te side, and doo nhot 
he answering one worhd whatever she shoud 
say, or it will be the death of him. He 
n^ust pe te hold quhiet, or his Ihife is not 
worth te plhare of te goat." 

It was now in vain that the parson asked 
passionate questions about Sarah, about the 
Edgings of the dans, and about a certain 
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plaid and bonnet, and a large gun that was 
found in a hay-loft ; no one would answer 
him a word. They sat glum and shodk 
the head at his most emphatic inquiries 
and expostulations, and, when he lost all 
patience, and essayed to rise from his hum- 
ble couch and go home, the smith laid hold 
of both his thumbs with the same hand, 
thrust the minister back on the bed, and 
then, turning his shoulder to his face, he lay 
cross over him, and talked in Gaelic, in an 
indifferent way, to the people of the cot. 
The minister*s nerves were in a weak, irri- 
tated state, and this treiatment put him per- 
fectly mad. He raved, he fumed; he 
threatened Peter, who was his aversion, 
with the vengeance of the laws, civil and 
ecclesiastical, all which the latter totally 
disregarded, keeping his station and his 
hold, and sometimes looking over his shoul- 
der and saying, " Poor man ! It is a great 
pity he should be so violent ; but he will 
soon be the better now." 

But Peter tired of waiting on his irrita- 
ted pastor, and, betaking himself to the field 
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again to collect more anns and ammunition, 
lie left the charge of him on the old cot- 
tagers and his veteran neighbour. The 
next day the parson was carried home in a 
litter, and, as soon as he arrived at the 
Manse, he set about instituting a process 
against the smith for maltreating him ; for 
bleeding him in the neck with a horse- 
fleam ; sewing up the wound with a darn- 
ing-needle and smith hair; and for holding 
him down in a bed till he was. almost 
squeezed to a jelly. But by that time the 
dans had arrived. Peter had the Prince 
and Lady Balmillo on his side, and cared 
not a fig for t}ie parson. 

Sally was obliged to come home to the 
Manse, weak as she was, to wait on her jea- 
lous master, whom she found irritated 
against her beyond all toleration, for what 
she could not tell, yet her good nature never 
forsook her. He had found out some of her 
Httle &lsehoods, which at times rather put 
her to the blush, but she always brought 
herself off by telling him another. At 
length, after giving vent to all his spleen. 
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and feeling still that he could not live with- 
out her, he once more offered her marriage, 
cm condition that she was never to speak to 
a young man save in his presence, and, in 
particular, to Peter Gk)w the smith. Sally 
answered, without altering a muscle in her 
£ace, — " But I wad like to ken the limits 
o' that restriction, sir, afore I snap. How 
many winters must a man hae seen afore he 
be out o' the coimt o' young men ? I wad 
like to ken your line o' march atween auld 
an' young men exactly, for I hae always fund 
men of a certain age the far maist imper- 
tinent, an' warst to deal wi' ! As for Fate 
Gow the smith, married or ^unmarried, I 
shall never speak to him unless when I hae 
some business wi' him." 

^^ Business with him? Sarah! I say, 
Sarah — ^What business can a married lady 
have with a blacksmith ?" 

*' O, a great deal, sir, I fear. I doubt« 
between us, there wad be a hantle left for 
Petex to do. I think if ye wad big him a 
smiddy on the glebe it wad be a good mo- 
tion." 
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^^ Sarah, I can no longer bear with your 
mcontinency. You have indulged in guilty 
pleasures till the last shade of modesty hath 
passed over your brow, and I have stooped 
too low to a piece of beautiful deceit. I 
desire that you will quit my house and my 
service.** 

** I am quite ready to do that, sir; only I 
would not like to leave you on unfriendly 
terms, after a' your kindness and attention." 

^ Will you wed me, then, and bind your- 
self to my proposals, if all your former faults 
and failings are foi^ven ?'* 

^ O no, sir, I canna do that. I canna 
live wanting men. I would rather be a 
sparrow on the house-top, than live a woman 
without the company of men. Marry when 
I will, I shall converse wi' a' the young 
men that will converse wi* me, an' hand the 
^Iravjge wi* them too." 

•' I have quite done with you, Sarah. 
Out temperaments do not suit. I will take 
on me the charge and the expense of con- 
veying you to your native place, and the 
sooner you set out the better. You may 
12 
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take your brother's plaid and bonnet with 
you, — to sleep upon, you know." 

*^ You should not say much about that^ 
master, for you wanted me to forswear 
myself there, you know. How would that 
stand before a presbytery ; especially when 
given in charge to one you proposed to make 
your wife ? It gars me rather dread that 
somebody's phrasing about heaven an' hell is 
a' naething but a pretence. But nae mair 
about that. Ye needna trouble yoursel' 
about me, for, though I leave your service, 
I dinna leave this country for some time." 

" You shall leave this country, Sansfa. 
After what hath passed between us, I will 
not see you debase yourself under my nose." 

" When I step over your door-threshold, 
mast^, consider that I am no more under 
your control. I may take your advice, but 
not your command then." 

*^ Sarah ! I say, Sarah ! I have much 
to say to you before you go away, and a good 
sum of money is owing to you beside. I am 
not very able to come out. Will you ^nd 
this night with me in my chamber ?" 
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^< ril watch you wi' muckle pleasure, sir, 
if you think you will want anything, or I 
can come and gang frae my ain end." 

^^ I want your company, Sarah, and you 
need not he the least afraid that I do you 
any harm." 

'^ O, I'm no the least feared for that, 
sir." 

Night came; and Sally, after two or 
three excuses, was at length plficed snugly 
heside the reverend divine, in his close- 
ly-shut-up chamher, where he kept pray* 
ing to her the whole night, complaining 
of her crudLty to him, and her unnatu- 
ral affisction for Peter Gow the smith. She 
attempted several times to get away, for she 
was sick of him ; hut, having no proper ex- 
cuse for absenting herself, she was still pre- 
vailed on to remain. He again offered her 
marriage. She hesitated, and said it was 
more than she deserved, and an up«putting 
that mony ane better than she would be 
glad of : That she was bound to her kind 
master in gratitude as lopg as she lived ; 
but really that was a station she durst 
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hardly take it on her to fill. He simpered 
a great deal, and pressed her to name a day 
for their marriage, but she declined it, 
waiving the subject each time as gently as 
she could, her principal excuse being always, 
" that she did not intend ever to marry i*' 
It is probable the minister might take this 
as a hint, that she would rather choose to 
live with him as his mistress than bis wife, 
for he forthwith made some new proposals 
to Sally, that, with all hisingenuity, hecould 
not make her to understand ; and, finally, 
to his utter amazement, she refused to re- 
main longer with him as a servant. Then 
was the poor minister humbled indeed. He 
condescended to woo, to beseech, to flatter, 
all to the same purpose. Sdly was cold aes 
an icicle; civil, good-humoured, and nvxm^ 
barrassed, but steady to her resolution; for 
the truth was, that she was engaged in mar- 
riage to Peter Gow the great forester, as 
soon as she could get honourably quit of 
her jealous master, and get up her wages 
out of his hands. These had accumulated 
to a large sum, and she had some suspicions 
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that he could not conveniently part with 
lihe money ; and rery nncharitably suppo- 
isied that to be one of the principal motives 
for his proposals to her. Therefore, having 
got her liberty, she resolved to avail her* 
self of the opportunity, and, at the same 
time, that nothing should be wanting, on 
her part, of all deference, respect, and con- 
descension. The minister pleaded, and bet-* 
ter pleaded, and at length he drew his chair 
near to Sally's, put his arm roimd her neck, 
and drew her head towards his bosom. 
Sally, in adherence to her principle, made 
BO resistance, but could scarcely refrain from 
immoderate laughter. I would have liked 
very well to have been the minister of Bal- 
miUo that night ; but, if I had been he, I 
would have taken a very different mode of 
wooing from the one he adopted. Will 
anybody guess how he proceeded?. I'll defy 
them all. He had his right arm round her 
neck, with her left cheek pressed to his 
breast. Excellent ! He put his left arm 
below her arm, and dasped his two hands 
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together, somewhere nearly opposite to the 
region of the heart ; and then he — What 
did he next, think you? Actually hung 
down his head over her shoulder and wept ! 
Wept outright, long and bitterly, even till 
Sally's kerchief was literally soaked with 
true orthodox tears. Sally was bursting 
with laughter ; and the minister feeling 
the restrained and violent motion of her 
chest, he conceived that she was crying too, 
and that made him far worse. " I have 
her now !" thought the minister of Bal- 
millo. 

O what a fine scene for dramatic repre- 
sentation ! I would give five shillings to see 
Murray and his accomplished sister acting 
it over. An old amorous divine sitting 
howling over a sly bewty, and always be- 
tween speaking through sobs and tears. 

*' Oh ! And is it come to this ! We have 
lived a long time together now, Sarah." 

« Ay !" 

'' And very happily. Virtuously and 
happily." 
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« H'm, h'm." 

" I have always been kind to you. Have 
I not been kind to you, Sarah ?'\ 

" Ay !" 

" And yet you are going to leave me ! 
Ho, bo, ho ! After your love has been shed 
abroad on my heart you are going away to 
leave me, and throw yourself into the arms 
of a scullion. O lack-a-day !" 

^* Oh dear! Oh dear!" 

" How can you be so obstinate as to re- 
fuse all my requests? Do you think I 
could refuse you anything ?" 

« Oh, no, no !" 

" Ask any favour of ims^ and see if I will 
refuse it? Put me to the test, and prove 
my disinterested affection. Think of any 
one favour that I can grant to you, and ask 
it of me.'' 

•* If you please, then, sir, I will be very 
muckle obliged to you if you will grant me 
my wages for these last five years." 

" Oh, Sarah, Sarah ! What a cold, dry 
petition ! What are wages — What is money 
between you and me? Had you nothing 
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else to ask but that ? Oho-ho-ho ! Nothing 
to ask of your kind preceptor, friend, and 
lover ! Yes, I say lofver. Nothing to ask 
of him but a morsel of filthy lucre ! What 
a vile^ diseased, hectic petition it is !" 

** 1 beg pardon, sir. It's no liquor that 
I want ; but I fear I will need my wee 
pickle siller." 

*^ Siller again ? Nothing but that poor 
medium uppermost with you ? Well, well, 
you must have it ! But yet, when I bethink 
me, since you are not to leave the country, 
it will be safer in my hands than in yours. 
I cannot find in my heart to cut that last 
bond between us. It would always give 
me some comfort to have you coming twice 
a year for the interest, and accepting or 
giving some small token of former kindness. 
Would not that be delightful, Sarah ?" 

** O no, that would not do." 

" Why, Sarah? Why would it not do? 
Perhaps you think your clownish husband 
would be jealous of us ? Well, perhaps so 
he would." 

" He no needs. But hush ! What is 
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that ? As I live, there is somebody in the 
house— let me go." v 

" Nay, Sarah, you must not go. Con- 
sider, if you are seen leaving my room at 
this time of the morning, we are both ruin- 
ed." 

'^ I fear I am ruined as it is. If you 
hae undone me by your injunctions, what, 
think ye, is to come o' me ? Hear ! There 
is somebody near us. For Heaven's sake, 
let me go." 

" No, no, you shan't stir a foot just now, 
nor till the sun-rising, so be content to re- 
main." 

Sarah did remain, though sore against 
her will, for she suspected, what really was 
the case, that her lover had come in quest 
of her. Perhaps the minister suspected 
something of the same kind, and therefore 
he would not permit her to stir from his 
dde, and there he continued his querulous 
key till the morning. But, when day-light 
came, Sally still remained unmoved, and 
prepared to pack up her clothes, making 
ready for her departure. The minister 
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complained, threatened, and entreated, all 
by turns, and all to the same purpose ; for 
it had been settled by Sally and her lover, 
that she was to come and live with his 
mother, and make some preparations for 
their wedding, which she could not do 
while continuing in service. SaUy was tired 
of the prosing parson, and longed to be near 
her heroic lover, and at liberty to converse 
with him when she listed, and perhaps be- 
haved rather too obstinately to the parson, 
considering his destitute condition, without 
either a serving-man or maid. Perceiving 
that he could not prevail on her, he pre- 
tended to take such treatment and such 
ingratitude in high dudgeon, and in the 
end he turned her out of his door, protest- 
ing that he dismissed her his service for dis- 
ingenuousness and leasing, and charging 
her never again to cross his threshold 
She took him at his word with free good 
will, begged to have her wages, but, these 
being refused, she departed to the village 
to the cottage of the Gows. 
Peter had been like a man beside him- 
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self all that momiDg, and none of his as- 
sistants in the repairing of arms could do a 
turn to please him. At one time he blew 
the bellows with such unnatural force that 
he blew the fire off the hearth ; at another, 
he would bum the steel to a blue cinder, or, 
pulling it from the fire hissing hot, demo- 
lish whole weapons at a blow. The great 
forest-keeper of Glen- Avon and Glen-Er- 
rick was gone mad, and worse than mad ; 
for the black fiend of jealousy had taken pos- 
session of his whole capacious and fiery soul. 
He had come up to the Manse at a late 
hour to see his sweetheart, for he was con-- 
cemed about her being obliged to enter to 
her house-keeping before her health was 
fitirly re-established; and went up, notonany 
amorous enterprize, but with the kindest 
motives of which the heart of man was ca- 
pable. He found the doors both bolted, 
and, not being able to make Sally answer to 
the accustomed signal, he was seized with 
a yearning anxiety to know what had be- 
come of his sweetheart, or how she was en- 
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gaged. There was not a creak nor a cranny 
about the parson's kitchen of which Peter 
did not comprehend the uses and convenien- 
cies. He had means, known only to him- 
self, of opening the latch of the window- 
board from the outside, and, though he had 
long been conscious of having the posses^ 
sion of this valuable secret, he had never 
availed himself of it, from a sense that it 
gave him an undue advantage over his 
sweetheart, and that if ever it was discover- 
ed it was sure to be obviated. He was 
driven to it that night, and, leaving his 
plaid and brogs outside, he drew himself 
cautiously in at the window. He approach- 
ed Sally's bed with a palpitating heart, but 

" The sheets were cauld, an she was away." 

** Ohon ! Ohon-an-righ !" said Peter to 
himself, as he stood scratching his great 
bowzy, bristly head, in the dark kitchen. 
** Ohon ! what can be become of my betroth- 
ed bride ? He that thinks he has hold of 
an admired beauty, has, I suspect^ only an 
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ed by the tail. If I find her taking a tid 
of courtiBg with another to-night — ^What 
shall I think ? I shall think that she is re* 
solved to make the most of her spare time. 
But> in the meantime^ I'll break the great- 
est part of my gentleman's bones, whoever 
he may be." 

Peter drew himself out at the kitchen^ 
window again, and went straight to the 
hay-loft. He groped it all so narrowly that 
he would have found a rat had it been ther^ 
but he found no living thing. He search- 
ed every comer of byre, bam, and stable, in 
the same way. Sally and her extra-lover 
were not to be found. By this time the 
story of the minister and the hay-loft, and 
the night-gown and the slippers, had b^un 
to crow in Peter's crop, and, imlikely as it 
was, he could not disgorge the bitter mor«- 
sel. It banned and wrought there till the 
cork of reason bolted away with an explo- 
sion that had almost stunned him, and he 
went about the minister's office-houses do- 
tering in a great hurry, first tuming to the 
one hand and then the other, and again 



218 THE THREE PERILS 

turning round altogether like a sheep that 
has the sturdy, or, rather, the kydrocepha^ 
lusj as it is most learnedly tenned in that 
most eligible work, ** Hogg on Sheep." 
Peter was excessively bamboozled, but by a 
sort of natural instinct he was drawn back 
to the kitchen- window. There was nothing 
there, so he had no shift but to draw him- 
self in at it once more. He went again to 
Sally's bed. She had not been in it that 
night, for it was neatly made down, soft, 
and smooth. By that time Peter found 
that he was seized with a slight touch of a 
fever, and, as all sick people do, he betook 
himself to bed ; down in his sweetheart's 
bed he laid himself, but that, instead of al- 
laying, only increased the malady ; a flame 
as hot as a sea-coal fire burnt in his vitals, 
and there he reclined, with his elbow rest- 
ing on the bed-stock, and his brown ched: 
leaning on his open hand, watching the mo- 
ment that Sally should come in from the 
courting. ^^ I'll give her such a saluta** 
tion !" thought Peter. " I'll give her words 
sharper than a Highland dajrmore ; and, if 
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she don't make a very good story out of it, 
I have done with her." 

Sally came not ; and at length the old 
theme of the minister came upward in Pe- 
ters mind once more. Still it was most un- 
likely either that such a man would ask his 
maid to be his companion over night, or 
that such a maid as his Sally would conde- 
scend to accept of such an invitation, if he 
had. *^ But ministers are only men !" said 
Peter to himself, ^' and women will be wo- 
men till the end of the world !" 

Peter, valuing himself on this new and 
important discovery in natural philosophy, 
resolved to avail himself of the principles it 
contained, and immediately he set about 
reconnoitring farther into the state of so- 
ciety then existing within the walls of the 
Manse. There were three doors between 
the kitchen and the parson's bed-chamber, 
and Peter thought, if they were all bolted, 
the chance of his reaching that Sanctum 
Sanctorum, that temple of sacred love, was 
small indeed. He met with small impedi- 
ment, however, until he reached the cham-> 
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ber-door itself, which was closely bolted, 
and all was darkness within. Peter laid 
his ear dose to the key-hole, and overheard 
many words and disjointed sentences, im- 
perfectly heard, and worse construed ; and 
still, to Peter's jealous ear, erery syllable 
proceeded distinctly and directly from the 
parson's feather-bed. '^ This is a fine bu- 
siness !" thought Peter. ** D— n all ba- 
chelor divines, and their maiden house- 
keepers !" 

Peter heard enough. It is true he heaod 
wrong, but he could not help that. He 
believed he heard right, and felt and acted 
accordingly. In particular, he mistodk 
the import of one word of three syll^l:4es, 
which the reader will observe as one ra- 
ther out of its place, and that word srared 
as a key to all the rest of the dialc^e. 
He heard that his beloved was ruined; 
that she was expected to come twice a-year 
and grant her hfoer^ yes, her Ufoer ! some 
favour; and that perhaps h^ clown of a 
husband would be jealous of all this. 

At this part, Peter, losing command of 
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himself^ gave the door a wrench, but it re- 
fused to yield to his strength ; and that 
uoise putting a period to the tender collo- 
quy, a pause ensued, in which the indignant 
lover got leisure to reflect a little on what 
he was doing. " What am I about ?" 
thought Peter. — " Yes, Peter Gow, I ask 
you, what are you about ?" said he within 
himself, striking his hand on his breast.— 
" After all your brave exploits and high 
advancement, are you going to run the risk 
of being hanged for house-breaking? And 
for what are you going to run such a risk ? 
— For a jilt — a jinker-^an old beggarly 
parson's kept miss ! I would rather be a 
handle to a frying-pan, ere I were husband 
to such a minx, or a lover to sucha leman ! 
Farewell, Mrs Sally ! and may Baronsgill's 
benison be your mead — sermons and sour 
erout, till you turn to a haberdiue !" 

The great forest-keeper, blacksmith, and 
conqueror of the Earl of Loudoun, with 
fifteen hundred whigs, was fairly put to 
the rout, by stooping to become an eaves- 

VOL. III. K 
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dropper ; ax>d it was well bestowed on him ; 
for nothing coidd be more unmannerly than 
thus to intrude on the privacy of a minister 
and his maid» at such an untimeous h<mx. 
It is quite unhrookable to he either in the 
one situation or the other : I know by ex- 
perience^ and that Peter Grow felt He 
made good his retreat by his old passage, 
got home to his cheerless bed, lay tossing 
and turning till day-Hghty then rose, and 
demolished whole heaps of whig armous. 
Never was there a man so totally overcome 
by love, rage, jealousy, and boundless thirst 
of revenge-*alas ! too great a combination 
of hot ingredients for the constitution of a 
blacksmith ! 

Sally, after a sleepless night, began early 
to pack up her clothes, — and a good stock 
of handsome dothes she had; she folded 
them all neatly up in her trunk, locked it, 
and sent it down to the village to the care 
of old Mrs Gow, her mother-in>law who 
was so shortly to be. Then she went to her 
master, and proffered him an inventory of 
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all the things in the household that had 
been intrusted to her care. He refused to 
take them o£P her hand^ with unbending 
sullenness^ unless she remained until term- 
day, which she refused, saying, that, '^ after 
what had passed between them, that was 
impossible* But you will find everything 
correct/' added she ; " take my place who 
will, she will find everything clean, whole, 
and in good condition ; and I am sure I 
widi you may get a better servant than I 
have been ; as for me, I shall never find a 
kinder master." 

The minister cast a pitiful look at h^, 
but he perceived the settled firmness of her 
resolution portrayed on her countenance, 
and forbore farther pleading. She request* 
ed to have her wages, but he refused to pay 
her, on some shabby, mean pretence, on 
which, for the first time in her life, she ac* 
costed him so sharply, that she put him 
fairly out of countenance, and made him 
dirink within his sordid self. Finally, she 
told him, that she would have her wages in 
a short time, if there was either law or jus- 
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tifee to be had in tlie country ; and that, 
far as he had brought her from home, and 
friendless as he might suppose her to be, 
she would find some to take her part. On 
these hard terms they parted, in high of- 
fence with each other ; and, when Sally left 
the house, the parson shut the door behind 
her with a loud clash, as if glad to be quit 
of a pestilent thing that he dreaded. 

She proceeded down to the village, high- 
ly offended with the conduct of her late 
lover and master, but, at the same time, re- 
joicing that she was free of him, and anti- 
cipating the highest felicity with her brave 
and honest lover, for of her complete influ- 
ence over him she had not the slightest sus- 
picion, having proved that in innumerable 
instances. But, ere ever she came near old 
Gow's long irregular cottage, she perceived 
her trunk lying on the green before the 
door, with its four feet uppermost. " By 
my troth," said she to herself, " but my 
Pate treats his Sally's flitting with very 
little ceremony indeed! I'll set up the 
great burly nose of him for this ! — Why, 
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dear aiild mother Margaret, can ye no gie 
bouse- room to your poor Sally's bit kist the 
day?" 

" Ohon-an-righ ! tat ever her did do live 
io pehould tis dbay mboming ! Cot doo te- 
liver mhy sins, fat is to be done ! Mhy son 
is gbone peyond himself, and it pe Cot's 
mharvel tat I am nhot ghone mhad too ! 
Fat has peen fallen ? Are you te quarrel ? 
Are you te prhoken f how ? For te mhercy 
of te Ihofe of Hefin, tell her fat pe te wrong ! 
She pe in such a raitch ! Ohon ! ohon !" 

** What are you saying, dear mother ? 
Who is in a rage ?" 

** Who in a raitch ! Who put your Iho- 
fer, and mhy own son ? Cot's plessit fhin- 
gers ! if he tid nhot toss your ciste out at 
te toor, and plow it wit his prog foot, till I 
tougbt she would co all to pieces ! And ten 
he is rhamping and raitching, as if he would 
plow up te fhire of haill apout our sites !" 

^* What ! my Pate in sic a key as that ? 
Ha-ha-ha ! I'll settle him ! Ill soon bring 
him about !" 

" Ochon ! for te sake of te creat Mac- 
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Maighdeati, dhear, dhear Mor Gilnaomfa, 
trhy if you can turn him abhout to some 
rheason, for she pe clhean mhad at te time 
of nhoow. Ochon ! I doo mharvel fat is te 
pecome of him. He is run off from all work ; 
and ten him Ihook so pad ! Oh» I am so 
frhightened ! and I wish him mhay nhot 
come pack till te raitch pe ghone away 
pack!" 

** I wish I saw him in sic a fine caper as 
this ; it wad be something so quite new to 
me, I wad delight in it, — ^But my wish is 
granted, for yonder he comes half running." 

Old Mrs Gow fell a-crying for terror, and 
ran about, holding up her hands, and pray- 
ing in Gaelic. Peter came in, as wan as a 
ghost ; his features drawn all out to an enor- 
mous length ; his lip quivering ; and his 
hands involuntarily wringing an oak eud- 
gel that he carried in his hand. 

" Heaven's peace be wi' us, dear Pate ! 
what's the matter wi' ye, that ye look that 
gate ? Ye're surely no weel, lad ? Hae ye 
seen a witch, that has gart ye glime and 
glower in sic a way ?" 
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^' Ha ! hum !'' said Peter, shaking his 
bead, and stamping with his foot ; ^^ No ; I 
have not seen a witch, but Ihave seen worse ; 
I have seen a h !" 

^^ Oh, dreadfu' ! what a sight that was ! 
^Was she a fox ane, Peter, that she has 
£righted ye sae ill ? Tell me, my braw man, 
was she a fox^bitch, or a bitch-fox, that ye 
saw, that has put ye sae sair beside your- 
sel?" 

" Worse than either of them — Worse 
than them both ! May the burning deils of 
Tengeance — But, no, no — I'll hold my 
peace! — I'll command myself! — Feather- 
beds and cushions]" 

** Peter, you are raving. — ^This is no jest- 
ing. Let me feel your pulse, dear Pate ; 
and give me a kiss ; for there is something 
in your looks that almost frights me away 
from you.— Na, but ye're no to turn your 
back on me, and tremble and shake that 
gate; for, indeed. Pate, if ye winna do 
aught at my request, I maun e'en lay my 
eommandfi on ye, an' these, ye ken, ye are 
bound in honour to obey. In the first 
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place^ then, Maister Peter, gang an' bring 
in that bit trunk o' mine, an' set it care- 
fully down at the fit o' the bed where I 
lay when I was ill." 

Peter ran to the trunk ; but, in place of 
taking it up, he tossed it with the sole of 
his foot away farther from the door, and, 
lifting up his oak cudgel, he gave it a thump 
that made its ribs crash. Sally grew pale, 
and stood like a statue ; Mrs Gow shriek- 
ed, and prayed, and ran to hold her son by 
the arm, to prevent him from farther out- 
rage, expostulating with him, in a shrill 
hysterical voice, thus : — 

" Hold pack your hands, you mhost gra- 
cious f hool ; and, if she will not pe having 
te fhear of Cot's heferlasting tamn pefore 
him's eyes, at Iheast haif some respect to 
te f hemales of te womens. If I had not 
porn you, and prought you forward, I would 
haif peen said tat you had peen te ciochran 
of a salvage prute. Co and pelt upon your 
stuty, you creat ox pull, tat you pe ! and 
nhot plow a cood maighdean's kiste. Tat 
house. Cot's tanks, is nhot yours, and I will 
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take te kiste into it my own self, and her 
tat belongs to it too ; and tat she will." 

*' Well, mother, take into your house 
whom you will ; but, if you take her in, you 
exclude me, for we two shall never again 
enter beneath the same roof/' 

" Hold your paice, I say, you creat 
bhaist ! you puUock ! you stot ! you ram 
puck of te he-coats ! Tat ever she should 
hear such a speak come out of a shon ! — 
Ochna truaigh ! Fat will be tone ? And 
my tear oigh, too, tat was to haif peen my 
nighean ! — Och, you tief-like plichen ! you 
are not so petter as a bhaist !" 

" Who has oflFended you, Peter ?" said 
Sally, going kindly up to him, and offering 
to take his hand ; ^^ sure it wasna me ; or, 
if I did, it was out o* my kennin. — Dinna 
act out of a' reason, without letting us ken 
the cause. — I hae neither done ill to you, 
nor said ill o' you, sin' we last partit ;— then 
what for are ye sic a changed man ?" 

" Will you answer me one question fair-< 
ly and honestly, then ?" 

"That I will— twenty o' them." 
K 2 
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*^ Where were you last bight ?** 

^^ Ah ! is it that which shaggareens ye ? 
So you were up looking for me last night ?'' 

*^ That is not answering my question-— 
I have some right to have it answered. I 
ask, where were you last night ?** 

** Why, I was hero to meet you, and 
missed you. — I was as far as the Eark of 
Cawdor with a friend, and to buy some 
little things ; so it took me a good part of 
the night, and I came home this way, and 
missed you/' 

^^ Dishonest ! dishonest ! dishonest to the 
last ! Why should there be falsehood, where 
there is no guilt ? So then it is all as I dread. 
Could not you have told me, even though 
you had blushed a little, that you lay in 
the old dog of a minister's bosom ? I know 
you now, mistress — I know you now ! No 
wond^ that you were in a hurry to leave 
your service and be married — Ha-ha»ha! 
Perhaps your clown of a husband might 
have been jealous ? O yes ! — perhaps so he 
well might — Ha-ha-ha !'* 
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^^ It is surely impossible you can think 
so meanly of me as that, Peter ?" 

^* Oh, quite impossible ! Seeing and hear- 
ing are no evidences now-a-days — Ha«ha- 
ha ! Think of you ! — If you but knew what 
I think of you, mistress !" 

Peter accompanied this last word with a 
motion the most derisive. He held out his 
fore-finger, and shook it at her, then, wheel* 
ing about, he put his hands in his breeches* 
pockets, and went away, whistling as loud 
as he could yell, into the woods of Balmillo. 
Sally turned to the old dame. She was 
standing with lifted hands, her head turn- 
ed to one side, and her countenance, as the 
maiden deeded, bespeaking sentiments con- 
genial with those of her son. But, instead 
of speaking, she chanted a verse of an old 
ballad, half in English, half in Gaelic. It 
ran nearly thus :-*- 

'^ I tought I procht maighdean to my ochdair; 

Vit a 16^ and an uairj and a bruadar ; 
And I baif procht an gilmerein tere ; 

te lein-bhjds now> and te murt-f hear !" 
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Sally had heard enough ; and, as the old 
woman vanished into the cot, the forlorn 
maid lifted her trunk with some difficulty, 
and, carrying it into an adjoining cot, she 
hired a man to carry it along with her for 
a mile or two ; and then, taking the path 
up by the back of the village, that she 
might not be seen, with the tears stream- 
ing from her eyes, she bade adieu to the 
village of Balmillo. Yet she could hardly 
in her heart beKeve it to be for ever, al- 
though her lips repeatedly uttered the dis- 
tressing word. How gladly would she have 
returned to her birth in the Manse ! and, 
though almost certain that she would have 
been wdeCHned, yet wounded pride would 
not suffer her. After the way that she had 
parted with the minister that morning, and 
been discarded by her lover, she could not 
endure the humiliation of going back and 
asking admission again into the offended 
parson's service, as a last resource. " Would 
that I had the offer of his hand in marriage 
this night !" said she to herself; " how 
blithely would I accept of it, to be revenged 
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^ on the capricious and jealous smith ! He 
may flatter himself that he can live without 
me ; — that he can not ! — I know thrice as 
iniich as that comes to. But oh to see 
him kneeling and begging forgiveness ! — 
How I would spurn the dog !" 

Sally had plenty of money ; for, besides 
some of her own, she had the gold she had 
got from the Prince ; but she had no friend 
or relative in the country ; therefore, though 
she passed by the Manse, and held on her 
journey to the northward, it was with a 
heavy and irresolute heart. He was an old 
man who engaged to carry her trunk ; it 
was heavy, and he therefore made but poor 
speed, so that Sally got but too much time 
to deliberate on the complete blowing up 
of all her prospects. These had been quite 
^tisfactory to herself; and it was not with- 
out pain that she saw herself compelled, as 
it were, to begin life anew. She tried to 
trace all her misfortunes up to their source, 
with a disposition, natural to all mankind, 
to fix the blame on others rather than her- 
self. It would not do ; she could trace none 



234 THE THREE PERILS 

of them to anything else, save her own 
want of veracity. She had always judged it 
only a venial fault, or rather, like all others 
of her sex, a peccability to which it behoved 
her to yield in all things that related to the 
other sex. Now, for the first time in her 
Hfe, she perceived what grievous conse- 
quences might result from it. She perceived 
iJiat, if the minister had not been a silly, 
doating being, he could never have borne 
with her more, after finding her out in so 
many manifest &lseho6ds, not one of them 
of the least consequence either to herself or 
him, or that would not have looked better, if 
told precisely as they had happened. She re- 
gretted that she had not told her affianced 
lover the simple truth, that the poor parson 
was so restless, n^^vish, and feeble, by reason 
of his hurt, and the loss of blood he su£^ed, 
that he had requested of her to sit up with 
him, which she could not refuse. '^ If I had 
even told him that the poor, half-crasry man 
drew me to his breast, and compelled me to 
lean on him, why, as it was good sport to my- 
self, would it not also have been so to honest 
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Peter?** thot^bt she — " there is not a doubt 
of it However, be bas acted rashly, un« 
graciously, and ungenerously, and I shall 
never forgive him, forgive myself as I will." 
Sally was convinced that Peter would 
follow her ; that be would be upon the rack, 
and fit to bang himself, when he found that 
he had driven her away to seek her fortune ; 
and therefore, to perplex him still the more, 
she did not take the straight road &r In<« 
v^rness, but turned down by <^e side of the 
nwet Nairn, and tiien crosi^ from that to 
tbe Nairn road. Bdbre leaving the side of 
the river, she stopped to rest herself and her 
guide at a hamlet there, &r she saw that 
the old man was weary with his load. She 
also meant to return him from thence, and 
hire a new one, the more completely to 
puzzle her repentant lover, who she was as-* 
sured would pursue her ; but, on her desi- 
lifig her old guide to return home, and c£-^ 
fering him liberal hire, he returned her an 
answer that ought to be recorded. His 
name was Finlay Shaw, an old retainer of 
the house of Balmillo, a very poor man. 
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but one who claimed near kindred with one 
of the minor chieftains of the Clan-More, 
" Why, Mustress Sally, how far is thou 
going, that thou be'st thinking auld Finlay 
Glash cannot pe te travel along with you, 
and carry yout luttle but of a kust ? If it is 
to the Edinbrught, she will carry it ; and, if 
it is to the House of Shonny of Croat, she 
will carry it too, and the tevil a King Shorge 
happeny of yours shall go into her sporan 
for that account. PU tell you, Mustress 
Sally, you saved the life of one that was 
worth more than the half of all the lives in 
Scotland, and the whoule of England, and, 
if my but of a life could serve you for what 
you have did, how happy would I pe to lay 
it up ! If I had hills and lairdships, I would 
grant you them, Mustress Sally ; but, since 
I have not, I will rejoice to give you my 
poor services ; and te tevil be in my foot- 
steps, if I shall go back as long as you need 
me, and tat is her soul's resolf." 

It was vain for her to reason. Finlay 
was resolute ; and away they jogged to- 
gether. Sally, now finding what high sen- 
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timents her guide entertained of her, walk- 
ed along with him» and conversed familiar- 
ly. The old man was very curious tq learn 
why she had left the minister's service, but 
on this point Sally was quite dose. He 
found, however, that she had no fixed place 
in Inverness to which she proposed going ; 
he therefore said not a word till they came 
into the town, and, on passing the door of 
a neat white- washed house, he asked her if 
she would step in and see his sister, to whom 
he had something to say. The invitation 
came so exceedingly apropos, that Sally 
instantly and gladly accepted of it. Finlay 
said something to his sister in Gaelic, at 
which her whole countenance kindled with 
benevolence, and she welcomed her visitor 
with a courtesy that would not have dis- 
graced a chieftain's hall. Finlay soon slid 
away out, and, from his own head, applied 
to one of the very principal Jacobite ladies, 
at whose request Sally had put her life at 
stake to save the life of Prince Charles, 
without, of course, knowing the least of that 
connexion. But Finlay had a plea of his 
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own, cogent enough ; he insmuated, what he, 
indeed, suspected, that she had been turn- 
ed mit of a lucrative place on account of the 
heroic part she had acted. It was on the 
first of March that this application yms 
made. The adherents of the house of Stuart 
were all on the alert at that period, and the 
qiirit of the two adverse parties was borne 
eat to extremity. The whole interest of the 
one was instantly put in motion on Sally's ac^ 
count. She was visited, flattered^ invited, and 
almost adored, by the then r eignmg party in 
town ; and some of the high dames even went 
ao &r as to hint, that the lips that had been 
kissed by the greatest and most accomplish- 
ed Prince in the world, ought never to be 
saluted again by any below the rank of a 
^ef, or a lord at the least. 

Peter Gow never imagined that Sally had 
not returned to the Manse, and kept aloof 
for several days, in order to make her fully 
senddble of the high offence she had com* 
mitted ; but, when he came to learn that his 
treatment of her had driven her from the 
country, then his heart smote him, and. 
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with the r^et, his lore returned with 
dmible intensity. '^ I have wronged her,** 
said he tohimself, ** after she had cast herself 
on me and my love. She has deserted the 
parson-^a Aill proof that my base jealousies 
were unfounded ; but I mil' give her full 
revenge by my humiliation, and make her 
all the amends in my power.** 

Peter got a long-tailed shaggy pony, 
mounted with a cavalry saddle and bridle, 
put on a pair of whig boots, that came no 
&rther up than the bottom of his calf, and 
set out in search of his Sally, with intent, 
if he found her, to beg her forgiveness, con- 
fess his fault, and offer her his hand once 
more. On reaching Inverness, he sooil 
found her out, for Sally had become the 
toast of the dty, the admiration of the gen- 
tlCTaen, and the favourite of the ladies, 
every one of whom vied with the rest who 
should patronize her most. He found her 
in the house of Lady Ogilvie, and entreat- 
ed the servant to procure him a word of 
her. The lady, getting wit of what was 
passing, went to see the spark, and return^ 
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ed chuckling with delight, and giving a 
most ludicrous description of Miss Niven's 
country wooer, (for that now was her deno- 
mination among all ranks.) Sally sent him 
word that she had nothing to say to him, 
and she was sure he had nothing to say to 
her that she wished to hear ; and she de- 
sired him, therefore, to go ahout his busi- 
ness. Peter was sore humbled ; but he had 
pot power to go away ; he requested to 
speak with her, if it were but for the space 
of two minutes, but his request was abso- 
lutely refused, Lady Ogilvie highly appro- 
ving of the spirit of her protegee. As a 
last resource, Peter desired to see the lady 
of the house. She went down stairs to him, 
and he told her a tale of humiliation and 
disappointed love, that might have melted 
any female heart. He told her that the 
girl had saved his life, iind raised him to 
independence ; and that, after all, he had 
used her with the utmost ingratitude, and 
could not live without obtaining her for- 
giveness. The lady assured him that she 
would obtain a free pardon for him, grievousr 
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as bis offences had apparently been ; but 
that he must not presume on any further 
&vour from her lovely ward^ for, as he had 
forfeited that opportunity, she was now en* 
titled, by her great and transcendent merits, 
to look forward to something more eminent 
than to become the wife of a country bump- 
kin. Peter took this worst of all, and va- 
nished from the house, with his feelings 
grievously lacerated ; but still he could not 
leave the town, and lingered on, in hopes of 
being able to accomplish an interview. 

When Lady Ogilvie and her guests 
learned from Sally that this was the iden- 
tical hero who had given such a signal over- 
throw to Lord Loudoun and his grand army, 
they were grieved at the reception he had 
met with beyond measure, and agreed, with- 
out delay^ to fall on means of taking him in 
tow. Lady Balmillo being absent in Strath- 
Nairn, raising recruits, there was none of 
the Jacobite ladies who knew aught of 
Peter, save Lady Barbara, his old chief's 
only daughter. She was instantly dispatch- 
ed in quest of him, and took him to the 
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house of Lady Gordon, to which all the rest 
repaired, as hy chance, to see the redouhted 
Uacksmith, that had achiered a feat un- 
equalled in the annals of chivalry. If Sally 
was a great favourite, Peter soon became 
equally so, if not greater. They were de- 
%hted with him, on account of his blunt 
modesty ; he spoke of the rout of the King^s 
army as a thing of no consequenee^^as a 
matter of course, that it was impossible 
could have failed* They got him all mount- 
ed anew, styled him Squire Gow ; aad a 
more manly athletic figure was not it) these 
bounds. But the only thing that Peter had 
at heart they seldom and barely montkm- 
ed ; for they had sounded Sally, and found 
her invincible. Lady Shierloch remarked 
one day, in his presence, that, if ever two 
were designed by Providence for one another, 
these two were Squire Gow and Miss Niv^i, 
two people whose names were already ren- 
dered immortal How Peter's countenance 
cheered up on hearing this ! — " The mmt 
is all her own," said he ; *^ if it had nc^ been 
for her, I should have been hanged before 
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that night, and the Prince had been mun- 
dered in his bed, or taken and exhibited by 
the Duke of Cumberland and Lord Loudoun 
as a show. If I cannot obtam her favour 
and forgiveness, I am the most miserable of 
men." 

Lady Ogilvie, who knew how matters 
stood, here interposed, and said, that, of all 
others, it would be the highest impnid^aee 
of these two to be united ; for that they 
were both well entitled to change their 
places in society, from the lowest to the 
highest. If they were married, they were 
in a manner compelled to remain in the 
same humble sphere which they at present 
occupied ; and, if they were permitted to 
do so, it would be a disgrace to the High- 
lands, after the signal deliverances they had 
accomplished, on which the whole hopes 
and happiness of the kingdom depended. 

Peter liked not this doctrine ; but, there 
being some dissentientvoices, he took heart, 
and lingered on from day to day, till the arri- 
val of Lady BalmiUo in town. She received 
the news of her hero's reception with hi^ in- 
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dignation, said they were going to spoil and 
make an utter fool of a very valuable crafts- 
man and vassal, and forthwith she ordered 
him home to his business. He was a true 
clansman, and had no will adverse to that 
of his chief, and so, without a single remark 
or objection, he saddled his long tailed 
shelty, and hasted home, in a state of mind 
not to be envied. The lady then assayed 
the same plan with Sally, and ordered her 
likewise home, either to the Manse or the 
Castle, till such time as she could be con- 
veniently married to the man to whom she 
knew she was affianced. But Sally had the 
Lowland blood in her veins, and laughed at 
obeying the mandates of a haughty dame. 
She told her flatly, but good-naturedly, that 
" she ettled at^ biding a wee while where 
she was, to see what wad cast up, an', if 
ever she gaed back to BalmiUo, it wad be 
when she could do nae better." 

I am now compelled, both from want of 
room, and want of inclination to the task, 
to desist from the description of some dread- 
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ful scenes that followed the events above 
narrated. But^ as they are the disgrace of 
the British annals, it is perhaps as well that 
I am obliged to pass over them, akhoogfa 
it makes a breach in a tale that has always 
been one of the deepest interest to me. — 
Peace to the ashes of the brave, and honour- 
ed be their illustrious memories { and long 
shall the acclaim of a loyal and persecuted 
race, celebrate the royal names of those, who 
have at last bowed to do justice to the ene- 
mies of their house, out of respect to the 
feelings in which their opposition had its 
origin. 

The stirring and ^iterprizing spirits of 
these fair Jacobites could not be at rest. 
Before the dismal catastrophe above alluded 
to, had been consummated, they had their 
darling Sally married to a young Highland 
gentleman. Most people know the general 
acceptation of that term in the North. He 
was not a chief, a chieftain, nor a laird, nor 
was he a son to any of these ; but, in short, 
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he was a Highland gentleman ; — one that 
had a right, from his lineage, to rank among 
his chiefs cadets, but who had nothing be- 
side, save his claymore, and some hopes in 
the success of Prince Charles. The name 
of this gallant appears to have been Alaster 
Mackenzie, from a document which I 
have lateljr seen. He paid his addresses 
to Miss Niven, in conformity to the in- 
junctions of his distinguished female re- 
lations. But in doing this he performed 
no penance, for he admired her exceeding- 
ly, as was natural to one of his age and 
complexion, for Sally's beauty was of no 
common cast. She had a mould and fea- 
tures which none of her rank in the High- 
lands could equal; and her manners, though 
not highly polished, were easy and unaf- 
fected. Sally soon yielded to his proposals; 
but, it must be confessed, it was more out 
of revenge on Peter Gow, than from any 
warmth of newly-kindlefl affection. Pe- 
ter's fondly-cherished hope being now by 
this step extinguished, he was also soon after 
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married to an elderly maid of some rank in 
his own dan^ a marriage brought about 
solely by the dictates of Lady Balmillo. 



END OF PERIL SECOND. 



PERIL THIRD. 



CIRCLE FIRST. 



By the time Sally had heen married a 
full month, she found herself in a state 
the most pitiable of any to which the female 
mind can be subjected. She knew not whe^ 
ther she was a widow or not! She had seen 
her husband's kinsmen and associates hang- 
ed up, and butchered in the most wanton 
manner, as if for sport ; her kind protect- 
ors led away prisoners, to be tried by their 
sworn enemies ; and she herself had been 
obliged to steal away privately from Inver- 
ness, to avoid the brutality of a profane and 
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insolent soldiery. She had no resource but 
to fly to some of her husband's whig rela- 
tions, for there only could she find safety, 
but there she found no very welcome recep- 
tion. The generous effort that she had 
made to save the Prince's life, found no 
favour in the eyes of those whose hopes had 
been baulked by her success ; and she per- 
ceived, that at best she was going to be a 
hanger-on about the skirts of certain proud 
families, who accounted it no honour to be 
thus connected with the peasant blood of 
the Lowlands, in the veins of however love^ 
ly a person that might flow. The young 
gentlemen were her only protectors. With 
the gallantry natural to youth, they could 
not see female beauty distressed and degra- 
ded, without profiering what support they 
had to bestow, consistent with the respect 
due to their own families. Several of these 
made every eiFort in their power to gain 
some intelligence of her husband, but in 
vain ; they could not discover whether he 
had fallen in the general carnage of Culi- 



OF WOMAN. 251 

loden, or made his escape. All that they 
could learn, was, that he went to the field acf 
a gentleman volunteer with Colonel M*Ken- 
zie, who fell in the front-line, and, there- 
fore> the probability was that young Alas* 
ter had fallen with him. Sally would fain 
have escaped to her native place in the 
Lowlands, but the country was in such a 
state, all the posts being occupied by a li- 
centious military, that a retreat from the 
Highlands to the south, especially by a 
beautiAil young woman, was impracticable. 
Besides, her late master owed her L.24, 
which, in the then exhausted state of the 
country, was a considerable fortune to her. 
She once thought of going to him as her only 
retreat of safety, and throwing herself upon 
his mercy, but she learned that 800 of a ri- 
val clan were quartered in that district, and 
behaving in the most relentless and scandal- 
ous manner : That the minister had become 
despicable from the time that she had left 
him, and none of the parties paid any re- 
spect to him. 
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Sally was rather hardly bestead, but she 
was not destitute of money, having that she 
got from the Prince sewed up in her stays, 
besides some in her pocket. She determin- 
ed, therefore, to leave the Mackenzies of the 
Carron, and endeavour to find her way into 
the country of her Jacobite relations, what- 
ever dangers might intervene, in order to 
learn something of her brave, unfortunate 
husband. The delicacy of the affection that 
she now felt for him cannot be described. 
She had married him on a short acquaint- 
ance, and had enjoyed his company but a 
very brief while, and that short period of en- 
joyment had been interrupted, by many 
alarms, marches, and countermarches. Still 
he had manifested great fondness for her, 
and she now felt, that her giddy, youthfril 
levity, and fondness of the company of the 
other sex, were totally changed; and that all 
her affections and desires were centred on 
one object alone; on him to whom she had 
given the possession of her person were all 
her thoughts, and for his safety were all her 
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prayers oflFered up. She left Castle Fair- 
burn early on a morning of July, near the 
end of that lovely month, having hired for 
a guide an old man named Duncan Mon- 
ro, who could speak a little of both langua- 
ges, and knew all her husband's kindred, 
and every cave and correi where those that 
had escaped of them behoved to be hiding. 
Old Duncan was, moreover, a privileged 
man, and procured a pass from his chief to 
march with his son, unmolested, wherever 
he pleased. SaUy was thus obliged to as- 
sume a boy's dress, and follow her venerable 
guide whithersoever he might lead. He 
took care to make conditions for wages, 
which she thought extremely high, but, ha- 
ving no choice, she was obliged to acqui- 
esce. She engaged to hold him in meat 
and drink, and give him two shillings a-day 
besides, a great wage at that time, when a 
Highland horse or cow could have been 
bought for eight shillings. 

Contrary to what Sally expected, her 
guide led her straight to the south, and be- 
l2 
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fore mid-day they found themselves on the^ 
hanks of the Beauly, the country of the 
Frazers, where all was ruin and desolatioa. 
Hamlet, castle, and villa, had shared the 
same fate ;. all were lying in heaps of ashes^ 
and not a soul to be seen. save. a few mili- 
tary, and stragglers of the lowest of ady^!se 
clans scraping up the poor wrecks of the 
spoil of an extirpated people. Among 
others, whom, should they overtake foutdaft 
Da^de Duff, walking merrily along, with a 
spade over his shoulder. Sally, who h^d- 
assum^ her husband's name of Alaster^ was 
delighted to see a face so longhand so well 
known, but durst: not discover herself At 
the first sound of her vcace David turned 
round so quickly, that he knocked dawn old 
Duncan with the mouth of his spade, but 
after he had turned he could not tell what 
made him do so: " Ciiram sealbhaich !" 
said he, wheeling round again to Duncan. 
Duncan rose in a rage and gave him a hearty 
clout in return. ' *^ Nhow, Mhaister, curam 
sealbhaich yourself!" quoth he. ** Wha 
te tevil should sbe pe tat is coing on te 
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king*s high rwoat to knock town her Iwoyal 
soopchect?" 

" Hu, craifing yhour parton, she pe 
Mhaister Tuff, cheneral purial mhaker to 
Khing Shorge, his Mhachesty." 

" And I doo hope she will nhot ghet 
m|^any of Mhaister King Shbrge, his peo- 
ples, to pury here ?" 

" Hu, put she ket a shilling for efery 
clansman, and two shillings for te rheid- 
coat, and I doo find her te prhofitable. 
She haif mhade four pounds out of te Frha- 
zer,'and seyen-and-twhenty shillings of te 
Chishoom, pesides sonie^ smhall tings tat 
would nhot take te purh." 

" Hu, hu, mban, fat a pad pusiness you 
haif cot!" 

" Nhot so pad as yourself mhay trhow. 
I choose mhy ow.n cround, which is uhefer 
te hart, and nhot pe fery nice apout te teep 
of te craive. SKe pe thrhifing trhade. It 
was fery Ihong pefore she cot in her band, 
but she haif had it f hull of work tese tree 
mhonths." 

^* Hu, and whas it you tat f hollowed te 
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armies all txou Ross and Sudierland, and 
nhefer got a craive to mhake put one^ and 
she was died of a cholich ?" 

" Hu, and fat ten ? To pe share I tid. 
Cot tamn tat Mhaist^ Ijoudoun, for him 
would nhot stand, else I should soon haif 
cot plenty of work. I am sure she follow- 
ed him wit her spade mhore tan a tousand 
mhiks." J 

" Ooh, Mhaister Tuff, tere nhot pe'iw 
mhany mhiles in all Scotland as tat/' 

" Ay, but I pelieve tere pe a creat 
mhany mhore/' • . ' 

^^ And tid you nhefer get a endve to sink 
all tat way?" - ::. 

" Hu, tevil a one saif one fdlbw tit was 
died of a sore pelly, and she cot nho mhore 
but te Croat on his purial. It pe tamn 
poor work. But> when I came south to 
CuUoden, I nefer pefaeld so praive a sighi 
Tere were tey Ihying tieu above tier^ and 
rhank pehind rhank; but te tevil a dhan of 
tern had a reid-coat mixed out through and 
through tem but te Mackintoshes. Tene 
was she Ihying in hundreds apove te rdd- 
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Goat She had cut tern all town, and ten 
peen shot town herself. Tere was one Ihittle 
luhoss tete tat I am sure I puried a tousand 
in and inhore, and him will Ihy fresh and 
whole in it too till te tay of shoodgment. 
Och, it Was te praif sight, and te praif 
whork!" 

^ Pray, Maister Duff, were there many 
MacXenzies killed and buried there ?" said 
Sally, unable to refrain longer from asking. 
Davie again turned round at the sDund of 
her voice, and gazed, but, seeing the speaker 
a young man, he was incapable of suspicion, 
and only siid^ '^ She tougfat she knew te 
shentleman's- speak. Who might her pe ?" ^ 

^ Hu, she pc her own son, Alaster 'Mon- 
ro, and was upon asking what Maekenzies 
were slain at Culloden." 

" Teare was some of te Cromarties cut 
down py te horse, and dome with4;e Cornel, 
but she tid nhot seeimhany of their tartan.'* 
. ** Pray, are ye the renowned Davie Duff 
that was aince buried alive at a place ca'd 
Baimillo?^ 
' Sally's voice always abested Davie's at* 



268 THE THEEE PERILS 

tention, and took his mind from ^very thing 
else ; he heard her voice, but he never heard 
her question. " Tis pe fery strhainge," 
said he ; *' heirsel tought she was going to 
tream/* 

She tipped old Duncan a wink, on which 
he proceeded to worm poor Davie out of 
jnany a sad stoty about Balmillo, and, in 
particular, about the minister's pretty naaid, 
of whom Davie was never weary of talking, 
nor could Sally, with all her address, make 
the two old rascals to quit the theme. 
Davie praised her to the skies, but regretted 
that she suffered " the old dog of a muni- 
ster to kuss her?* ' 

« Put you know, Mhaister Tuff; if he did 
no mhore at all put to kuss he2:» tere was 
not fery creat harm in tat." 

" Hu, put, if he tid nhot dhoo no mhore 
nhor kuss her, he had nhone put himself to 
plame." 

Then the two old fellows laughed vio- 
lently ; and Duncan, thinking it fine sport 
to teaze his employer, continued his inqui- 
ries, contriving to make Davie say a nuna- 
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ber of ridiculous things ; among others, he 
said, that ^* te munister and te smuth some- 
times poth kussed te mhaid on te same 
nhight, and tey were so well pleased with 
her tat tey poth speired her to wife. And 
ten she took te prefer of te smuth, and te 
munister he was so pad tat he tilmed her 
away, and so she took tort and would lihot 
mhar^ nhone of tern. It was mhore pettar 
tat it was so, for heraiel cot honest Peter 
lying among te. rhest at Culloden witout 
him's head." 

"Ah! ye unfeeling monster ! What did 
ye say ?'* cried Sally, in great agony. " Did 
you say you found Peter Gow lying murder- 
ed among the rest at Culloden ?" 

Davio w^s still unable to answer, Sally's 
voice acting like a charm over all his func- 
tions ; but he now turned to her with mani- 
fest alarm, thougb unable to say wherefore, 
and repeated some hurried blessings on him- 
self in Gaelic. 

^ " Fat ails you, Mhaister Tuff?" said 
Duncan. 

*' Cot tak mhe if I know fat ails^me/' 
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returned he ; *^ put if she tid not tink it was 
te spirit !" 

« Hout, hout, Mhaister Tuff! Tid you 
efer tink mhy son was te spirit of a plack- 
em-smuth ? Put how tid you know it was 
te smith when him wanted te head ?" 

** Hu, I knowed him py his creat much 
truim. Tevil a such another was in the 
whoule clhan. I could nhot fhind one piece 
of him's head, but I cave him fery cood pu- 
rial, and mhade my shilling out of him top." 

" Fat does his Mhachesty te Tuke of 
Cumberlhand pay you tat f hor ?'* 

" Hu, hu, it pe for fhear of a Ihittle 
tamn fhellow, a strhanger, tat him call 
Mhaister Plaick, or Mhaister Pistol, or 
soine f hurious nhame as tat." 

" I nefer tid hear of such a chief, or of 
such a clhan before, Mhaister Tuff." 

" It is the plague or pestilence, that he 
means," said Sally. 

" You haif porrowed a tongue and a 
speak, tat was neither your f hader's nhor 
your own, Mhaister Alaster," said he. ** But 
tat pe te fery shentleman tat did put them 
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to fright, and mhade a post of bersd. Oho ! 
tere pe some of te Frhazer here, I know 
by te strhoke of her nhose." 

As be said this, they came to a large 
hamlet that had lately been reduced to ashei^ 
and DaviQ went instinctively up to it, and 
fell a-digging, pretending that he smeUed 
some of the Frazers underneath. Duncan 
observed, that, without assistance, he might 
di^ there for a month before he ascertained 
all that was underneath. The crther said 
ha would search it all in. an hour, for ** he 
knew py te strbok^ of te nhose, (the scent,) 
where him was, and tat she pe always in te 
same plhace.'^ 
' **Fatdhooyoumhean, MhaisterTuff?" 

" Hu, see, tere pe him's toor, and here 
pe him's ped. Te pothys be all alike, and 
every one of te podies I get in pelow te 
watUe ped. Stop, and I will soon let you 
see," added he, and instantly fell a-digging. 
It was not long till he cam,e to the bodies 
of a woman and two boys, half roasted. She 
seen^d to have been their mother, and to 
have been endeavouring to cover them with 
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her own body to preserve them from the 
flames. The two journeyers were horrified 
at the sight, but David took it very delibe- 
rately, assuring them, that ." the reid-coats 
nefer suffered a poy to mhake his way, for 
tat tey always put a paygonet trou his pbdy 
pefore tey fired te house, or else pound, up 
te toor. I was myself in Keppoch's coun- 
try," said he, " when tey were puming her, 
and I heard a captain say to his mhan, 
* Cot tamn you, Nett, fat you pe turking 
all te poor paims ? Cannot her Ihet them 
alhone to pe pum in peace ?' 

" ^ Ooh, tamn him's plood !' said he. * I 
like to see how tem Scots puddocks sprawl 
and funk. Lhook ! Lhort, Ihook, sir !' cried 
he, putting te turk on te nhose of him's 
gun trow a poy, and into te grhound, 
^ Lhort, lhook, sir, fat a Ihife is in te te- 
vils; how him gims, and struggles, and 
faughts, ha, ha, ha !' 

** * Tamn you for a mackan-madadh !' said 
the captain, and knocked him town." 

Davie cut the laps of the ears from the 
three victims, rolled each pair up by theta- 
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selves, and proceeded to bury them, while our 
two tHivellers advanced on their journey. 

They came that night up into the coun- 
tiy of the Chisholms, a part of which they 
likewise found laid waste, but the chief had 
found means to preserve a part of his terri- 
tories unskathed ; and, besides, the country 
was so full of natural fastnesses, forests, 
and inaccessible wastes, that the greater 
part of the clan escaped. Duncan and his 
pretended son were kindly treated; and, 
when it was known that two strangers had 
come into the strath, great numbers gather- 
ed to them at night-fall to hear the news, 
on which they were earnestly intent, al- 
though these conveyed no hopes of any mi- 
tigation of their suflferings. From that 
night forth, Sally had a bad opinion of her 
guide, and, there being no confidence be- 
tween them, the rest of the journey proved 
a tedious and disagreeable one. He always 
conversed with those he met in Gaelic, 
which she did not understand ; and, by the 
looks of the natives, she often suspected that 
he was telling her secret, at which she felt 
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exceedingly awkward. After the second 
night, she would have gladly got quit of 
him, but found it impossible, for he had 
conducted her into the wilds, among a sa- 
vage people of whose language she was ig- 
norant ; and she felt, that, without someiiN 
telligence of her husband^ existence would 
be intolerable. She was, therefore, compel- 
led to persevere on in her pilgrimage, than 
which nothing could be more disagreeable. 
Her guide had set out with the view of 
visiting a district called Kintail ; but some 
intelligence that he got by the way at a 
village called Comer, induced him to change 
his course, and turn quite away towards the 
north. They travelled by a wild track for 
three days more, and all the way came to 
skulking parties, who, seeing them strangers 
and unarmed, came fearlessly to them, and 
inquired what they were about? whither 
they were going? and what were the news? 
Duncan had the art of soon allaying all sus- 
picions, for every one of these proscribed 
and wretched parties treated them civilly, 
and, on being conducted to their retreats, 
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they Bever missed finding plenty of provi- 
sions. 

Although old Duncan was strictly dose 
concerning the information he received hy 
the way, and treated his employer churlish- 
ly and with very little ceremony during their 
wearisome journey, his intelligence had, ne- 
vertheless, heen of importance. On the 
evening of the third day after leaving 
Comer, they came to an almost inaccessible 
place on the lands of Letterewe, on the banks 
of a great lake, where there was not even a 
path for a deer to wdlk on. As they ap* 
proached the house, Duncan let her know^ 
that now he was going to introduce her to 
some of her husband's near kindred, on which 
she begged of him to let her remain incog for 
a space, till she heard their sentiments both 
of her husband and herself. He promised; 
and then she besought him to speak in Eng- 
lish, that she might hear what was passing ; 
but to this he objected, assuring her that no 
one there would talk in English with him. 
They came to the house. It was a long, 
turf-built cottage, quite green outside, but. 
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on entering, they found it divided into 
apartments, and inhabited by some ladies 
manifestly of a superior rank. There were 
likewise some female domestics, but no man 
appeared. The inmates eyed our travellers 
with looks of dark suspicion ; but still old 
Puncan had the art of lulling all these 
asleep with uncommon facility, and, in a 
short time, the two were hospitably enter- 
tained among the menials. There were two 
young ladies in the house, and two above 
middle age ; and, whenever any of the for- 
mer came into the fore-kitchen, they paid 
marked attention to Alaster, on account of 
his beauty and modest demeanour; and, 
Duncan having assured them that he had 
spent the greater part of his life in the Low- 
lands, at various schools^ which had spoiled 
his good Highland tongue, they always spoke 
to him in English ; and at night they laid 
him in a little truckle-bed, on a loft imme- 
diately above the only sitting-room in the 
house. Alaster, as we shall continue to call 
Sally, fell sound asleep by the time she had 
well laid down her head, though with a heart 
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ill at ease; and about midnight she was 
awakened by a number of voices in the room 
below, which she heard distinctly to be those 
of men. She heard every syllable that was 
pronounced^ for there was no ceiling between 
her and the company, but, the conversation 
being mostly in Gaelic^ she could not com-^ 
prehend the purport of it. She had not, 
however, lain many minutes awake, ere she 
thought she recognized her husband's voice 
among the rest, and every time she heard 
that voice it made her whole soul thrill with 
the most unspeakable emotions. " He cer- 
tainly live§, and is hiding here," thought 
she ; '^ and I shall again see him in whom 
only my sole hope of happiness in this world 
is now centred. Oh ! If it is he, how 
thankful shall I be for his preservation, and 
for this happy discovery ! for without him 
I am nothing. And yet, he above all 
only knows how I shall be received among 
my husband's proud relations, who estimate 
all gentility and worth only on the sciale of 
descent." 
These were some of our lovely adventu- 
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rer's reflections, as she lay restless on the 
heaiher bed, and ever and anon she heard 
the name A laster pronounced. She becaDie 
all but confirmed in her belief; and at length 
she heard a great bustle about the break of 
day, which she perceived to be occasioned 
^y the party breaking up, and returning 
again to their fastnesses. Still she heard 
that there was a part of the group left be^ 
hind ; for, on the general buzz of conversa- 
tion subsiding, a torrent of ardent whisper- 
ing succeeded, and she conceived that she 
sometimes still heard the name of Alaster 
breathed from female lips. Our poor per- 
turbed listener at that moment, for the first 
time in her life, felt the seeds of a terrible 
distemper beginning to sprout up in her bo- 
som's inmost core. They had even a deeper 
root, if such a supposition is admissible, for 
izbeir tendrils felt as if interweaving them- 
selves with the vital energies of the soul. 
She felt a giddiness i? her head, and a 
burning at her heart, and, sitting up in her 
bed, she gasped for breath. While in this 
position, she peroeived a faint ray of light 

16 
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^ the one ^d of her lof t, which she deemed 
must issue from the candle in the room he« 
low. With the softest movement of the 
best-trained country maiden, she glided to 
the aperture, and found it a small crevice 
between the flooring and the joists, at the 
head of the stair, pr trap, by which she 
bad ascended. Through that she descried 
her husband, — her own Wedded and tender- 
ly-beloved husband { still in the bloom of 
youth, health, and beauty. But, the moment 
that she saw him, she wished to Heaven 
that she had never seen him again. He 
was sitting with one of the young ladies of 
the house on his knee, and pressed to his 
bosom, their cheeks leaning to one another. 
Her arm was round his neck, and both his 
clasped around ^her waist. That they were 
fond and passionate lovers, was manifest at 
first sight. Sally had very nigh fainted ;. 
but the ticklish situation in which she stood 
induced her to make an effort to keep up 
her spirits, which she effected by calling 
proud offence and displeasure to her aid. 
She had made some noise, for she saw the 
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amorons pair listen as with some degree of 
alarm, and she heard the lady name Dun- 
caa and Alaster Monro^ at which her hus- 
band, she thought, looked displeased. She 
returned to her bed, and l^d. her down and 
wept> wishing that she had died before con- 
necting herself with those above her sta- 
tion, and that she migbt never see the ri- 
sing of another sun. She thou^t of Peter 
Gow, now no more, ^nd of what he must 
have felt, if convinced of her infidelity to 
him ; and^ now that death had cancelled all 
thoughts of retaliation, and she felt how 
poignant were the pangs of jealousy, she ex^ 
. cwed her lost lover in her own breast, and^ 
among other woes, dropt the briny tear for 
him. 

While she lay in this disconsolate and 
iniserable plight, she heard footsteps ap 
proaching, and, peeping from below her 
russet coverlet, she beheld the light of the 
candle flashing on the rafters, and instant- 
ly her lover and his degant paramour en« 
tered from the trap-stair. There waa an-* 
other bed of the same sort in the loft^ and 
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it instantly struck Sally that the two were 
cMAe to repose together in it, regardless 
of the presence of a wandering boy, who 
knew nothing, and cared less, about their 
connexion. Her sensations may be partly 
conceived ; but, in the midst of this hideous 
£lemma, she formed the resolution of check- 
ing their guilty commerce, if possible. She 
turned herself in her bed, and made a sham 
cough, to remind them that a third person 
was in the apartment. ^* A* codalaich," 
said the lady, and was going to retire ; but 
he still held her by the hand, and address- 
ed her with great ^dour, while she con-* 
tinned always to answer in monosyllables, 
and often by the adverb sea^^ (yes.) At 
length they took a kind embrace, and part* 
ed, amid a torrent of sighs and tears ; and, 
without wholly undressing, he threw him- 
self into the other bed, and in a few mi« 
nutes was sound asleep. 

What a situation for a fond young spouse 
to be in 1 How gladly would she have fold- 
ed him to her bosom, and breathed the 
blessings of love on his lips, had the late 
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scene of love and dalliance been hid hoiA 
her eyes. But now her cup of misery was 
full to the brim ; her love was changed to 
resentment But what did that resentment 
avail ? all sort of revenge or retaliation inas 
out of her power, and, in the bitterness of 
her anguish, on a first view of wronged af« 
fection, she resolved on leaving the High« 
lands for ever, and concealing her disgrace 
among her relations in Mid-Lothian, from 
whence the promise of high wages had at 
first tempted her. She was house-maid-to 
the parson of Lasswade, when, on a visit 
from his reverend brother of Balmillo^ at 
the time of the General Assembly, she 
was induced to engage as house-keeper to 
the latter. She therefore began once more 
to think of the banks of the Esk, which she 
had of late given up all thoughts of ever 
seeing again. 

After reposing about two hours, the gal^ 
lant fugitive arose, and, in great haste, 
donned his clothes and arms, as if aware o( 
danger to himself or others. The perturba- 
tion of Sally's heart was at that time be« 
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yoQd all descriptioxi. She thought that 
haply she might neyer see him again ; and 
tibree or four times his name hung, as it 
were» on a balance at the root of her tongue 
r^it wavered backward and forward between 
the open air and the inner bosom to which 
it was still dear. *^ Alaster Mackenzie !'* 
she was going to say — ** My dear Alaster, 
where are you going?" But the fiend 
Jealousy shook his gorgon front before her 
tinctured eye, the half-syllabled name was 
breathed forth in a sigh, and it would not 
be recalled. He gave one instinctive, be^ 
wildered look to the dark bed; as he bucki- 
led on his claymore, the next moment he 
^disappeared by the trap^stair, and she heard 
the outer dooir of the solitary mansion open 
and dose again, as with soft precaution* 

Sally wept till her pillow was bathed in 
tears^ but still it brought no relief to her 
-bursting heart Hers was a sorrow that 
admitted of no mitigation. She arose at 
an early hour, and went up into a linn be- 
hind the housot The scene was such a 
mixture of the serene, the beautifiil, the 
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sublime, and the tremendous, as the wilds 
of Caledonia cannot equal. The {nroad and 
extensive loeh of St Man (for there is like- 
wise a St Mary's Loeh in Ross-shire) lay 
stretched beneath her feet in burning gold ; 
tte numerous isles on its placid bosom were 
all covered with tall and hoary woods, whose 
origin seemed to have been coeval with the 
birth of time ; the snowy sea-birds sailed 
"the aerial firmamait above these, and, in 
#ie purple beams of the rising sun^ appear- 
ed like so many thousands of flaming me- 
teors. Some of them swam sofijy on the 
surface of that glorious mirror, on whose 
inimitable downward bosom a thousand 
beauties and a thousand deformities were 
portrayed; others flew through the middle 
space, and aroused every slumbering edio 
among the rocks, with their shouts ^ joy; 
while others, again, traversed the upper 
stories of the air, so high, diat they seen^ 
ed emulous of singing their clamorous nut- 
tin at the gates of the moaming. The 
marble mountaiius of Applecross rose over 
against her, like three stupendous natural 
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pyramids ; a dense doiid eorerad all their 
intermedial columnB and rayines, but dieir 
pure white tops appeared abore it» like mo- 
numents hung between heaven tmA earth, 
qar rather like thrones of the guardian an* 
gels of these legioas, connnisaoned to de- 
scend thus far to judge of the wrongs of the 
land. 

No eye could look on such a scene wxtib- 
out conveying to the heart some exhiiara^ 
ting emotions ; nor was it altogether lost 
.on the jaundioed eye of our dq)ressed and 
desolate wanderer. She felt disposed to 
adore the Author of so mudi beauty and 
happiness, and to throw the blame of human 
woes on human infirmities alone. As she 
ascended the vei^e of the predpice, she had 
J>een sajing to herself, " Why has the Lord 
set me as a mark whereat to shoot his 
poisoned arrows ? Why am I thus sulyect- 
ed to sufferings beyond those laid on the 
rest of my sex ?" But now, with the tear 
in her eye, she kneeled beside a gray stone, 
und pmyed this short and emphatic prayer : 
^**'' Lord» pardon my i^ns, and enable me 
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to distinguish between the workings of thy 
righteous hand, and the doings of ening 
and guilty creatures !" 

She descended into the bottom of the ra- 
vine» on a pftth made by the feet of the goat 
and the wild-deer ; it was a gully, fifty fa- 
thom deep ; all the rocks on both sides were 
striped with marble, and the silver curr^at 
was pouring alongst its solid bed, which, for 
-all the world, had the appearance of the hide 
of the zebra* Sally washed the tears of the 
night and the morning from her lovely £sice, 
plaited up her locks in the way that the 
young Highland gentlemen of that period 
wore their hair, adjusting all her masculine 
attire with a neatness of which most young 
men would have been incapable, and then 
she wandered up among the rocks and the 
cliffii for the whole remainder of the fore- 
noon, always thinking to herself, that haply 
she might meet with poor Alaster skulking 
among these precipices. 

She returned to the shealing of Letter- 
ewe, and the very first who accosted her 
was her husband's inamorata^ who paid h^ 
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every attention. The lady was elegant in 
her person and manners, and a shade of 
soft melancholy seemed brooding over her 
youthful face. She was so kind and re* 
spectful to one she took for a poor wander*- 
er, looking after some lost relation, that 
Sally could not hate her, much as she felt 
disposed to do so ; for she said to herself, 
'^ There is no doubt that that lady isr ig« 
norant of my husband's marriage.'* Sally 
felt that her rival was her superior in every 
respect ; and she could well have excused 
her husband's preference of her, had it been 
manifested in time ; but, as it wap, of his 
crime there was no palliation. ' 

Sally next sought her guide, old Duncan, 
and found him inquiring after her at some 
cottagers near the head of the lake* He had 
been busy all the morning, endeavouring to 
discover how matters stood ; but he UM 
her he found the people exceedingly clo^e 
and secret ; they were jealous of his wh% 
name, he said, and rather tried to mislead 
him in everything. However, from what 
he had learned by dint of persevearaiice, he 
M 2 
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was certain that her husband either tvas 

thereabouts, or had been there Ttery lat^; 

and that he and aome other friends had 

been making ]n*^arations for quitting the 

country immediately for Ameriea. Sally 

had still one &int hope remaining. She 

inquired at Duncan, in what relation har 

hnband stood to the ladies of the house? 

He told her, Ihat one of the ^erly females 

vms his Bxmt, tibe rest were all his cousins, 

ia what d^ee he ifcras not certain. Sally's 

.iwofaction was taken. She pereeived that 

rlier husband meant to emigrate wifii his 

.Bew mistress and kinswoman with all &qpB^ 

dition, and leave herself in the Inrdb. She 

. was disgusted beyond measuse ; and, aeeiing 

;B0 probability of preTsnting the shamefiil 

. measure, she deemed that the less blaze she 

made about it the better. She paid Ihm* 

can his wages ; gave him a handsome gra^ 

tuity, and desired him to make the best of 

Us way home, as she would posnbly linger 

about in disguise till i^e could learn the 

: issue. She was no more seen on the basks 

.-of Xioch-Mari ; for, taking her anaUlmtidle 
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of woman's attire below her arm, she strip- 
ped off her hose and brogs, and bent her 
QOttrse straight to the south, weeping, and 
little caring about the consequences. Shfe 
went fearlessly into every cottage, bothy, and 
cave, to which die came, arising at all the 
people that she met the nearest road for In- 
Tamess ; and, judging it requisite for one 
with the Lowland tongue to be asking, after 
some one of the country, she chose Ae nasaie 
of one wIm was once dearest to her, and 
whose name again sounded with a mehm- 
choly sweetnjess to her ear ; and she adked 
iot him the more readily, that she knew he 
twas not to be found. 

She meant to hare Journeyed by the bcaes 
lof the CoBon, as Ihe nearest way ; and £he 
likewise intended to have lodged a night at 
Faiibum Castle ; Imt an interesting stran^ 
ger, who overtook her by the way, persuaded 
her to accompany him, which she did ; tnd 
he led her by a wild rough glen, called 
Monar, but was exceedingly attentive to 
her all the way. She asked him if he knew 
if there wwone Peter Gow hidin^p in that 
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oou&try, for tbat she had been a loo^ jour-- 
ney in flfearch of him tji> no purpose ?-^^He 
had often heard the name, he said, and 
would probably find means of satisfying her 
.before they tiiro parted. He knew the te>^ 
treats of all the hiders in that dreary wastes 
and visited sundry of them by the.way, by 
allofwhomtheyWere kindly treated. Every 
one of them was deeply interested in the 
beautiful Lowland boy, ranging that inde^ 
ment and dangerous country in search of 
his proscribed reUtions, and offered their 
services. As they descended the glen of 
Strath-Farrar, he conducted her to a bothy 
in the middle of a romantic and beautifSoi 
wood» where he said he would be relm^iasit- 
ly obliged to leave her, as he was bound for 
Glm-Morrison that night, which was out of 
her way ; but, at that bothy, he was decei- 
ved if die did not hear some accounts of her 
lost friend. '^ Alas ! how widely you are 
decdved !" thought she ; but, acquiescing in 
his plan, she accompanied him to the bothy* 
where they found a fine old woman,. buoly 
employed in boiling plenty of beef and 
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vcnsson. The stranger and she had a great 
deal of discourse in Gaelic, and Sally 
beard them often hoth mention ** Peader 
Gobfaadh," the old woman always shaking 
her head, and wiping her eyes ; but every 
now and then she eyed Sally with the most 
intense look. After some more conversa*^ 
tion, of the purport of which our desolate 
wanderer knew nothing, the stranger took 
bis leave, taking a haunch of venison, ready 
cooked, away with him. This singulai:> xtrnni 
it afterwards appeared, was no other than 
Hugh Chisholm, one of the six Cullodeu 
men, who were at that time supporting 
Prince Charles in a cave. 

After Hugh was gone, the old woman 
attempted to question Sally in English ; 
but such English never was attempted. 
They could make very little of one another ; 
but, as Hugh had informed her what and 
whom the fine Lowland stripling wanted, 
and that he was come straight from the 
Maekenmes of Andlair and Letterewe, she 
knew he was a safe guest, and treated him 
with the greatest kindness. 
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The bothy wAs full of beds-^thete 
nothing else in it ; these were bmlt of stone 
and turf, ai^ filled with fine heather ; the 
fides, being about two feet high, served for 
•seats; the fire was in the middle of the 
4X>t9 and the beds went round and round it, 
so that it was a very cimvenient and com- 
fortable lodging. Little as Sally understood 
af her hostess's language, she thought she 
perceived in her accents a little of the &pey^ 
side, or Strath- Aim tongue, for which de 
loved her the better ; and, having washed 
her fiset, she laid herself down on one of the 
jbeds, and sunk into a sound sleep. She 
dreamed of Peter Gow. — She at first saw 
him lying on *' the scathed brow of Cullo- 
den," as Grieve has it, ^' where neither wild 
flowers nor vordure were to be seen spring 
ing, but whence the unholy deeds of man 
had expelled the genial influence o£ nature, 
who had fled, and cursed it for evermore." 
«~She thought she saw him lying there, a 
headless trunk, his great Spanish gun lying 
beside him^ and heaps of the unnatural redr 
coats lying aroimd both ; and, as she was 
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treteping and lamenting over him, behold 
another handsome and fiery youth approach- 
ed, with his sword drawn, and asked whaft 
Ae was weeping for ? She found she could 
not tell him ; on which he said, that, if she 
was weeping for the loss of that man, he 
would pierce her heart When he said this, 
the dead corse struggled and rolled on the 
-field, and at last, starting up, th^e stood 
Peter Gow, in all his manly lineaments of 
make, and dared the other to touch bnt a 
hair of that female's head, and he should 
feel the weight of his venge^ice ! — ** Thou 
mean deceiver \ thou traitor !" said the other, 
*' advance but one foot in this quarrel, and 
ribe has breathed her last !" Peter drew hiis 
sword, and rushed forward ; but that mo« 
ment the other ran her through the body 
with his weapon. 

In the midst of her dying struggle she 
awaked, and, for the space of two or three 
minutes, seemed insensible to all around 
her. When perception began to return, 
she perceived that the cottage was full ef 
iavage-lo(^ing men ; but, by degrees, her 
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sole attention was fixed on tlie one next to 
her — one that sat at her bed-foot, watching 
over her with anxious concern. She gazed 
at him in appalling amazement ; her dream 
seemed to he continuing, and carrying along 
with it the thread of the hideous drama, in 
the folds of which it had involved her. It 
was Peter Gk)w on whose face she looked ; 
but how wan his cheek, and how altered his 
features ! She sprung up to a sitting pos^ 
ture, till her face almost met with his, and, 
uttering a loud and piercing shriek, sunk 
backward in a swoon. , 

Peter had been told by the old dame, who 
was his paternal aunt, that the handsome 
Sassenach that lay asleep was in search of 
him, and had been so employed for many 
days. His curiosity was greatly excited j 
he took a light, examined the features, re- 
cognize^ an acquaintance with the face, but 
could give no account when or where he had 
se^ it. As he sat hanging over it, the 
perturbation caused by her dream increased, 
and caused her wakening. The moment 
she fainted, ^e caugbt her pp in his jtrmt, 
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and bore her to the open air, on which she 
soon began to revive ; bnt, on seeing the old 
dame, and others of the strangers, gather- 
ed about them, as soon as she was capable 
of utterance, she hinted to him that sHe 
wished to speak a word to him by himself. 
The rest retired, and he half led, half sup- 
ported her, into a thick part of the wood, 
where he seated her upon a soft mossy knoll, 
and placed himself beside her ; and, after 
waiting a while, and desiring her not to 
put herself in any Station, the following 
dialogue ensued : — 

** Do you not know me, Peter Gow ?'' 
^* Oo, perfectiiy well ; both the voice and 
features are familiar to me ; but my me- 
mory is so fidl of holes, that it is actually 
like a sloggy riddle, letting through all 
that's good, and retaining what is worth- 
le8s.^-rl cannot, for my life, name you at 
this instant" 

" Have you so soon forgot Sally Niven ?" 

" Safly Mven | Sally Niven !~What ? 

my own Sally of Balmillo ? — No — ^that's 

impossible ! Lord have mercy on me ! if 
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it is not tlie very cKiEttnre 1 Oh deajrcsgt, 
dearest Sally ! are you stili living ? and do 
I see you again ?" 

He tken snatched her to his bosom, and 
imprinted many kisses on her gkwing lipis, 
her cheek, her chin, and her krow« 

*' Peter Gow J" said die, ** y« are doing 
ye dinna ken what, an' acting yedinna ken 
how.~-Ye are neither thinking o' your ain 
state, nor of mine*'' 

** State !" excMmed Peter ; ** what care 
I for mther one i^ate or another ! I n&f& 
kissed the cross, or the image of the blessed 
Virgin, with more pure and celestial feel- 
ings than I do your lips at tiiis moment. — 
These are the kisses of gratitude and esteem, 
and with anything selfish have nothing to 
do." 

** I believe it, Peter, I believe it, for my 
own heart tells me it is true ; with these 
sentiments, you are free to embrace me as 
often as you please." 

'' If I am not, I should be so ; and, be- 
sides, I was so long accustomed to inter- 
cede, with all my eloquence, for a kiss, and 
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^t one^ as a particular &y<)ur, so Bd<km, 
tbat now, as a free agent, I feel greatly dis^ 
posed to make up my lee-way." 

*^ How, or whore is Mrs Gow ?" said 
SaUy, in order to chedk bis ardour. 

*' Odbi ! she is well enough, and safe 
enough, for anything that I know; but 
we GuUoden men bare bad so much ado to 
escape £rom tbe craelty of our beastly and 
insatiate foes, that really we have been conir 
pelled to let the wires abdft &r themselves. 
But your question reminds me of iny ne- 
glect in not askisg for your gallant hus- 
band, in these trying times.'' 

" Alas ! I bare no hueband, Peter !" 

f« What do you say ? No hudiand ? 
Sure you are misinformed ; for I know be 
made his escape, and I know he is in safe 
biding." 

*' Do not inquire anything at me^ Peter, 
as you esteem me. Be assured that I bare 
no husband — at least none who claims me, 
iHT thati yield either daim or obedience to« 
I have seen the last sight of my husband, 
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and am at this time an outcast ereature^ 
abandbned to the wo^ld and to my fate. 
You warriors have enough to do in taking 
care o£ yoursdves ; you are obliged to leave 
your wives to shift for themselves, you know. 
Nay, you needna gape and look sheepish ; 
for, do you know, I havena at this time a 
being in the whole world to whom I feel 
bound by stronger ties than to yoursel, nor 
another in this country to whom I could 
open my heart and mind to." 

"I hope that confidence shall nerer be 
abused. But, believe nje, there is sope 
mistake in this. Your husband is a man of 
honour, and incapable of abandoning you; 
at least, I know he is a brave young man ; 
and I ween that such a man as he niust be 
a man of honour." 

** You know I am incapable of the weak- 
ness of jealotisy, Peter ; but what I have 
seen with my own eyes, and heard vrith my 
own ears, in this disguise, imust command 
credit, however reluctantly granted. What 
will you think, when I assm-e you, that,.by 
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this time, he bias left the shote of Scotland, 
in company with another mistress ?'' 

** I think it is false — ^utterly and abomi- 
nably false ! I tell you, he is incapable of 
it. No gentleman (or commoner either) in 
Scotland, having you for a wife, could be 
guilty of such an act. There is a near re- 
lation and confidential friend of his here to- 
night ; I will go instantly and make in- 
qtiiries ; I will satisfy you of the falsity of 
such vile insinuation." 

^ Alas ! your hopes are vain ! Let us ra- 
ther consult what I am to do for the pre- 
sent. Is it poi^ible for me to retain my 
disgtiise, do you think, and find my way to 
the Lowlands ?*' 

*^ Retain your disguise you may certain- 
ly ; but to the Lowlands you go not, till 
I have unravelled this invidious skien be- 
tween you and your husband. You must 
likewis^e have your money from the old mi- 
nister." 

*' I can manage that matter in Edin- 
burgh, and am only distressed about hoW 
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I shall get there, and, in the present case^ 
what ia to beeonte of me this night." 

^* To-night — ^you are safe fot to-niglit. 
This worthy old dame is my father's sist^ ; 
her husband is with usy who was a lieu« 
tenant in the Prince's army ; and you have 
a band of as brave men to guard you to* 
night as ever drew sword. Our retreat is 
entirely unknown to any of the Eang^s 
troops, and the path to it inscrutable ; we 
have scarcely ever so much as beeti in dan* 
gar here, even when tiie killing ind burn- 
ing were at the hottest. Out of this re* 
treat I can do nothing for you, for I am 
douUy proscribed ; the Earl of Loudoun 
has set a high price on my individual head, 
and there is scarcely a cave co* a tree in our 
own forests that has not been searched for 
me. But here you are safe, And here you 
must remain and rest yourself for a space ; 
I have many, many things to say over to 
you.** 

** How is it possible for me to retain my 
disguise, and sleep among so many out- 
kws?" 
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** We shall casUy manage that matter ; 
One bed' will be consigned to you and me ; 
I wiU sit up and watch you^ or take a nap 
on the floor." 

'' I am very miserable^ Feter^ and, in » 
manner, quite reckless of life, or of aught 
that can betide me ; but it is now so long 
since I met with anybody that has taken 
an interest in my fate, that I feel strongly 
disposed to be guided by your direction. 
Whatever inquiries you make concerning 
my husband to-night, let me request that 
the dialogue may be in English, that I 
may hear and judge for myselE" 

Peter promised^ and they again joined 
the party in the bothy, whidi was well 
sjtof ed with beef and venison ; and, as the 
eagerness of research had greatly abated,, 
owing to a received belief that the Prince 
was slain, the party enjoyed themselves 
vnth perfect ease and hilarity. Peter, as 
out of his own head, began immediately to 
iaquire about the movements of Alaster 
Mackenzie, whose friend, M^Intyre, inform^ 
ed him, that ^^ a large party of proscribed 
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friends had engaged a vessel to Carry them 
to America, and, at that very time, the Vessel 
lay concealed in a natural basin, surround- 
edrwith wood, at the head of the little Loch- 
Broom ; that he had seen the vessel, asd 
had been invited to join the party ; and 
that Alaster Mackenzie had joined, and 
set out in great haste in search of a lady, 
whom he wanted to accompany him $ and, 
from what he heard, he conceived, that, if 
she refused to accompany him, he would not 
go. He had heard his uncle Glen-Shalloch 
reasoning with him, and i^mg, that, as 
matters stood with him,irwould be safer 
to leave her ; but he would not listen, and 
set out in order to fetch her, promising to 
return before the time of sailing, whith was 
to be this same evening, at ten o*clock/* 

All this too well corroborated Sa^'s 
preconceived opinion. Peter was hard of 
belief, and would fain have tried to convince 
her that it was herself he was in search of; 
but she repelled the argument, by stating, 
that he knew nothing of her, having never 
inquired after her, nor sent her any intelli* 

18 
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genee of himself, for three months ; that 
there was little douht he conceived her 
to he safe in the Lothians long ago ; and 
that, moreover, she had seen him kissing 
and wooing the lady, who was a cousin of 
his own, fas a whole night 

These were stuhhom proofi, and put 
Peter to silence, though he would not ac^ 
quiesce in the sentiments, but said it was 
very unlike a brave loyal Highlander's con- 
dudtj to desert his own. " For my part,'* 
. added h^ '^ if I had got you for a wife, as 
I ought to have done, neither life nor death 
should have moved me to have parted with 
you." 

Hie arrangements for the night were 
made as Peter had suggested, but the great- 
er part of it was passed in conversation ; finr, 
the young Sassraach never having heard the 
details of the battle of GuUoden, nor of the 
devastations committed subsequently, every 
one was alike eager to communicate what 
he bad seen^ and what he had learned from 
others. There was great diversity in their 
opinions, with regard to individual charac* 

VOL. III. N 
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ters, but they unanimously agreed in this, 
that the hand of Heaven was manifestly 
against them, for that nothing but the most 
unaccountable infatuation could have urged 
the Prince and his commanders to have 
come to an engagement in such a place, and 
in such unpropitious circumstances. The 
half of the army was wanting, and above 
2000 of their best warriors on the march to 
join them that day; and those that were pre- 
sent had been so exhausted by hunger and &- 
tigue, that they were unable either to fight 
or fly. Everything militated against them; 
but the worst thing of all was, that the 
brave and intrepid McDonalds, on whom 
was theh: great dependance, refused to 
make the attack sword in hand, after the 
Mackintoshes had begun it, and &irly 
broken the Duke of Cumberland's first 
line. If that powerfiil regiment had been 
supported on the left, as it was on the 
right, it was, after all, ten to one that the 
Duke's army would have been cut in pieces. 
But the McDonalds would not advance; 
*they brandished their claymores, mowed the 
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heaither with them, and stood still. They 
actually refiised to follow up their leaders ; 
which when the gallant Keppoch saw, he 
rushed alone into the midst of the enemy's 
line and fell. 

Of these moving themes the conversation 
consisted, till at last all fell sound asleep, 
and Peter, being anxious that the sex of 
his guest should not he discovered by the 
party, nor so much as suspected, slept on 
the floor alongside of her bed, rolled up in 
his Iplaid, without, as he thought, letting 
any of the rest know that he did not sleep 
in the same bed. The next day, the two 
former lovers and friends retired into the 
wood, and spent the hours mostly by them- 
selves ; and, at the fall of evening, they de- 
camped, after jtelling the old dame of thdr 
intent, the rest being all absent on their se- 
veral watching stations. They two had 
agreed, that, in such a savage life, it was 
impossible Sally could remain ; and Peter 
resolved to put his life in jeopardy, and 
<2onduct her to a place of safety, but he left 
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no. hint with his aunt regarding his intend- 
ed route. 

Great was the consternation of the paaiy 
of outlaws, on their assemUing, and finding 
themselves deserted by Peter, it being on 
bis acoomplishments as a tnarksman that 
they principally depended for sustenance^ 
and they spared not cursing the wily Sas- 
senach boy that had allured him firom 
them ; some b^an to hint that the stran- 
ger was perhaps a girl, merely out of spleen ; 
but the idea was no sooner started, than 
it began to gain ground; the beauty <^ 
the youljh— the erdHch shriek — the Mint- 
ing on first seeing Peter's face — all com- 
bined to establish the shameful fact, that 
Peter Gow, a married man, had absconded 
clandestinely with a girl ! Before the men 
went to sleep,, it was a received opinion, and 
even Gow's worthy aunt had not a word to 
say, either in doubt or extenuation. 
4 The next morning, before sim-rise, two 
men arrived at the bothy. These were no 
others than Alexander Mackenzie, Sally^s 
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husband, and his cousin John ; and, their 
friend M*Intyre being of the party within, 
the visitors were known and welcomed. 
Their business was express, and shortly 
«aid. They had come in seardi of a va^ 
grant Lowland boy, who went by the name 
of Alaster Monro, and whom they had 
traced asking his way for that place. 

The men looked all at one another, till 
at length Lieutenant Chisholm answered 
fot the rest, by asking, in return, " If the 
youth Alaster Monro was really a boy ?— 
Because, sir,'* added he, ** we had some 
dark doubts and suspicions to the contrary/' 

Mackenzie told them frankly, that the 
supposed youth was a lady, and his own 
wife, for whom he had been in express 
search for many days and nights. The 
men were all struck dumb with astonish- 
ment and disgust; their utterance stuck 
still in their throats ; but old Mrs Chisholm 
held up her hands and exclaimed, '^ Meas§ 
na is measa!" They told him that all 
manner of concealment or palliation of cir- 
cumstances on their part was not only vain, 
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but ungenerous ; for that his lady had gone 
off with Peter Gow, the far-famed black- 
smith, after sleeping a night with him there 
in the bothy. Mackenzie's looks grew dark, 
and his cheeks crimsoned with rage ; but he 
said, he believed the latter part of the in- 
formation to be gross calumny. The party 
now divided, and maintained different sides 
in their information ; some asserted that 
the two slept together, some that they did 
not ; some said that they stripped off their 
clothes, for anything that they knew ; others^ 
that neither of the two threw off a stitch, 
except their brogues. But of one thing 
there was no doubt, — the two had gone off 
together. 
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CIRCLE IL 



The circumstances of Mackenzie's case 
were peculiarly distressing. He loved his 
new-made wife with all the strength of a 
fond and first affection, and absence had 
©nly rendered her de^er to him. He had 
heard of her residence with his whig rela*- 
tions, but he durst not discover himself, or 
let his retreat be known among them. He 
agreed to emigrate with the rest of his kins^ 
men, whose hopes, like his, were extinguish- 
ed in their native land, but without his wife 
he would on no account leave the country. 
His friends tried to persuade him to go 
with them privately, for fear of danger to 
them all, and that his wife could find a 
passage to him at any time, but he was not 
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to be moved from his purpose. He set out 
to Castle Fairbum to bring her, and on his 
way rested for a few hours, at the dead of 
night, in the house of Letterewe, having 
gone by that way, though out of his road, 
to take leave of a beloved sister, and it was 
their endearments on parting for ever, that 
Sally had witnessed, and that had fired her 
mind with jealousy to that degree that it 
prevented her from speaking to her hus- 
band when he stock! at her bed-side, and 
cast a parting look into the bed. It was a 
look, too, of tenderness and regret, as if he 
had thought to himself, *^ There lies one 
asleep whom I shall never see again !" Who 
can help regretting that Sally did not speak! 
•What toilj what sorrow, what misery one 
mgle word at that decisive moment would 
have prevented ! But Jealousy, that fiend 
of infernal descent, withstood it. Though 
her husband's name wavered on her tongue 
again and again, still Jealousy rendered 
the utterance voiceless, and of no avail. It 
was pronounced inwardly, or came forth a 
blank, an abortion, into the regions of sound. 
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JjEALOUSY, farther^ prevented her from ina« 
king herself known to his relations, or in* 
qniring, as she ought to have done, into the 
connexion between her husband and sup- 
posed rivaL 

It is true, she had old Monro's word for 
it that the lady was her husband's cousin^ 
but then she had nothing more-*he had 
not been in that district for more than 
twenty years, and was received in it with 
jealousy and reserve. After all, old Dun«- 
can's fatal mistake was a very natural qne, 
for the young lady was only half-sister, to 
Alaster ; that is, she was his mother's daugh- 
ter, but not his father's ; her name was El- 
len Morison, and Duncan had never heard 
of such a thing as that second marriage. 

Maekenssie posted away to Castle Fair- 
bum, and, arriving there, he soon learned 
that his- wife had left that place in the dis- 
guise of a young m^n, in search of him; 
that her guide was an old man named Dun- 
can Monro, and she passed for his son. He 
perceived at once that he had left her sleep- 
N 2 
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ing in the loft at Letterewe, and that he 
had spent part of the night close heside her; 
He lost no time in retracing his steps. But, 
alas ! though so near to her in the momixi^ 
that he could have touched her with his 
hand, the breadth of the island was now be- 
tween them, the road was rough, and he was 
sore wearied. He consoled himself all the 
way by thinking of the happy meeting with 
his Sally, in a place so convenient for em-- 
barkation as Poolewe, and of so much safe^ 
ty ; and he thought how she would blu^ 
when her sex was discovered, and when she 
was led from the kitchen into the parlour. 
He had studied a great number of kind, 
witty, and good-natured things to say to 
her, and fancied the answers she would re- 
turn, trying to repeat them in broad Scots. 
But, being obhged to keep wide of the. com- 
mon track to avoid the military stations on 
it, he did not reach Letterewe till the next 
morning about seven o'clock. His first in« 
quiries were for the Sassenach youth; and 
when informed that he was missing, he waa 
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paralysed with despair, standing still and 
cursing his wayward fate. " Do you not yet 
know, my dear Ellen, who that boy was ?" 
said he. 

, " Yes, I do. He is old Duncan Clash's 
son — ^has been at the schools in the Low- 
lands, and a very interesting and modest 
youth he is," 

" Oh Ellen ! it was my own wife. My 
own dear Sarah, come in that disguise in or- 
der to find out my retreat^ and if anything 
has befallen to her I am undone, utterly 
undone, and all my prospects blasted anew." 

^' Ah ! we began to think there was some 
mystery hid under their arrival and tarry- 
ing here. And then the old whig rascal 
was so curiously affected on her disappear- 
ance ; he fidged, and simpered, and drop- 
ped hints, so that we all remarked his be- 
haviour was not like that of a father whose 
son was a-misskig." 

Duncan was now sought for with the ut- 
most anxiety, but he had gone off early in 
the morning. They traced him to the cot- 
tages at the head of the loch, and found 
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that he had heen inquiring at them all for 
the lost stranger^ and that, after having had 
something to drink in the Utile puUie- 
house, he had set out on his way hraae. 
The men of Letterewe pursued him, but it 
was not tin after mid-day that he was 
brought back to be examined by Alaster. 
He told him all ; but could give him no 
account whither she had gone, or what 
had caused her 4esertion.of an object she 
had so much at heart. He suspected that 
she was gone still farther . to the north 
in search of him, but could give no ground 
for these suspicions. He told him all that 
he knew of her behaviour since the battle 
of CuUoden^ which seemed to have been 
amiable and exemplary in the highest de- 
gree ; but he told him ajso^ what lay £u: 
out of his way, all the stuff that he had 
heard about an old minister ; and of one 
Peter Gow a smitl^, who had been a grand 
sweetheart of hers, the whole farrago of iu)n- 
sense that daft Davie Duff told him, so 
much to their mutual amusemi^t. 

Alaster knew not what to do ; but, in 
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the meantime, people were dispatched in 
every direction to make inquiries, and at 
length one brought word that such a youth 
had been seen, along with one of the Clan- 
Chidbohn, stretching his course fer the forest 
of Monar, and asking all the way for one 
Feader Gohhadh. 

This was stunning and most incompre- 
hensible news to her husband. That she 
should have acknowledged herself as his 
Y/ife, — ^taken shelter with the only relations 
of his that could protect her, and subjected 
herself to fatigue and imminent danger in 
a journey for his sake ; and then all at once, 
in the twinkling of an eye, set off in search 
of a limner lover, seemed to be utterly a 
paradox. However, he engaged his cousin 
John at Letterewe, and they two set out on 
her track with all expedition. Alast^ was 
in a wretdied despairing mood, often saying 
that he saw the hand of Heaven was against 
him in this, as in everything else ; for, be- 
sideis having slept a night in the same apart* 
ment with his wife, he had met old Monio 
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tbe next morning, when not above a mile 
from Letterewe. 

The two traced her, by dint of the most 
determined perseverance, ta the bothy in 
the woods of Strath-Farrer^; and there he 
was told — Good God ! — Think of a fond 
husband being told flatly that his darling 
had slept a night with her former lover, 
spent a day with him in the woods, and 
then set oflT with him the next evening ! 

If 1 had been Alexander Mackenzie, I 
would have returned straight back the way 
I e^une, gone on board the American sloop 
lying ^m little Loch-Broom, and never more 
asked after M6r Gilnaomh. But the High- 
land blood is of a diflTerent temperament. 
Whether it was love, hate, jealousy, re- 
venge, or a determination to be at the bot- 
tom ^f an affair that seemed inexplicable, I 
cannot tell ; but, in place of returning, 
Mackenzie and his cousin pushed on to the 
southward with greater expedition than 
ever ; and they actually kept the road in 
such a fearless, determined way, that they 
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Were never s(r much as once challenged, till 
they came to the wooden bridge at Inver- 
ness, and there they were asked for their 
patses. Aiaster told them that he had no 
pdbs, but that he was an officer of the Earl 
of Loudoun's, sent to apprehend a damned 
traitor, named Peter Gow, in the Strath of 
Finron ; that he was an express, knowing 
where he was to be found. The two, with- 
out more ado, were suffered at once to pro- 
ceed ; for the heat of the carnage was over, 
and the roads were in a great measure 
opened. 

When they arrived at the village of Bal- 
millo, they found that Gow had never so 
ipauch as once been heard of there since the 
great battle, where it was reported he had 
&llen^ and been buried. Old Margaret 
screamed with joy on hearing that her son 
was alive and well ; and, as for his going off 
with M6r Gilnaomh, she observed, that " it 
was te fery natural ting as efer was did in 
te whoule world of te creation ; for she was 
te fery tear cood shild, and ^as te pelong of 
him pefore she was te pelong of any poor 
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peggarly shentlemans of te west ; and it 
would hafe peen te petter do of Peader tp 
faafe cot te marry of her tau any maigliteaii 
modhail of tern all." 

From Balmillo they went to Torlacb* 
beg, the residence of Peter*s wife ; and, 
finding her a well-bred, accomplished wo- 
man, they inquired for her husband, in terms 
as mild as men judging themselves so deep- 
ly injured were capable of. The search after 
Feter had been intense, but, the report of 
his death haying spread,, his enemies had 
relaxed in their vigilance. His wife, nev^r^ 
theless, denied all knowledge of him, or 
whether he was alive or dead'; but she did 
it with a look of alarm, that convinced the 
two friends of her insincerity*. They made 
every effort in the. neighbourhood to disco- 
ver the two fugitives that could be devised, 
but without success ; they found every one 
actually ignorant of aught relating to them. 
They spent two days in that country, and 
at last found out, that the next day about 
noon, after Feter and Sally had left the 
shieling in Strath-Farrer,. two people had 
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crossed Loch-Ness in a boat» answering the 
description of them precisely ; and, after 
that, they had heen seen at Dalmagarie, 
but they could trace them no farther. 

They had, therefore, nothing else for it, 
but to apply once more to Mrs Gow ; and, 
in order to induce her to make a full dis- 
closure, they (somewhat ungenerously) re- 
lated to her the whole circumstances of the 
case. Then did the fire-eyed fiend begin to 
work, and that with a potency proportioned 
to the atrocity of the offence, and the gall- 
ed pride of the offended. At first she burst 
into a torrent of tears, and retired, mutter- 
ing somewhat about low life, and Uke draw- 
ing to like ; but she sent word to the gen- 
tlemen not to go away, for she would be 
with them shortly. 

She lay in bed for two hours, in the 
height of a fever of jealousy, nursing her 
revenge to the highest pinnacle that reason 
could bear it, — yea, rearing it up till it 
43taggered and toppled toward the other side, 
the side of dimness and despair. She had 
been trying all the while to calm herself so 
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as to despise the wretch who had deserted 
her, and to talk of the subject to the two 
polite strangers as a matter of course/ and 
a thing of sheer indifference, — sl thing that 
every one behoved to expect, who connect- 
ed herself, or himself, with those below them 
in rank, whatever casual circumstances might 
induce friends or the world to suppose the 
wretches had raised themselves a step high- 
er in society ; and the poor woman actually 
believed that she had fairly mastered, or 
rather mistressed, her chagrin, by rising 
above it. 

She returned to the two Mackenzies, 
with her head-gear rather improved, as she 
deemed, entered the room with a quick, 
dashing gait, and, with a loud, giggling 
voice, begged pardon for her abrupt depar- 
ture and long absence ; but her eyes were 
blood-shot, and the ruddy streaks on her 
cheeks — ^for they were but streaks — had de- 
serted their intricate channels, and settled 
all into the comely reservoir on the tip of 
her nose.—" Gentlemen, it is rather an 
awkward business — ^he-he-he ! I can't but 
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choose to laugh at it Beg your pardon. 
Squire Mackenzie of Auchencheen— Is that 
the name of the place ?-— and yours. Letter- 
ewe. Auchencheen, it is nice to think 
what we two are made hy this same Mac- 
Teine — ^He-he-he ! You are what we call a 
fear-han-adhaltrannaiche — ^He-he-he ! But 
what am I ?— There's no proper name for 
me.-^I am hean heannojch — He-he-he ! 
What does that mean in English ? — The 
homed woman — He-he-he !— Yes, I am 
the homed woman — He-he-he ! Excellent 
that ! Beg pardon, gentlemen — ^But it is so 
funny ! Hope you have not breakfasted, 
gentlemen? — and that I shall have the 
pleasure of making something ready for 
you ? The Grants have been with us ; but 
Pilloch-beag, who was their captain, was 
very modest, poor man ! — ^he neither burnt, 
stabbed, nor ravished — No, no— *not he !— ■ 
But he left us not much behind him. Fea- 
der Gobhadh, forsooth ! Well, I am obliged 
to my friends, who compelled me to ex- 
change vows with this same virtuous Mac 
Teine, who has made me a hean beannach 
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—Is not that it? — The homed wife — He- 
Iie-he ! — Fear -ban- adhaltrannaiche — ^He- 
he-he r 

. ** Madam, I am very glad you take your 
disgrace with so much joviality. You are 
extremely amusing, ma'am, and very polite 
— You are very light-hearted on the occa- 
sion." 

" Certainly, so I am ; and why should I 
not ? We have full revenge in our power, 
Auchencheen — that is some comfort, is it 
not ? — ay, and we*ll take it, too ! Suppose 
we mingle their blood with their sacrifice ? 
.—Eh ? — How will that do ? I ^ve up my 
scullion, and think it would be quite plea- 
sant to see both their heads set up tc^ther, 
ias if looking at each other. How it would 
.becouie them, vile as they are, to be staring 
M one another, with their fallen chops, and 
their white eyes, and their tongues hanging 
all to one side ! — ^Quite pleasant — Och-och- 
och ! Hope you have not break&sted, gen- 
tlemen ? Squire Mackenzie, your injury is 
small — 'tis nothing, sir. — ^What think you 
my worthy did ? — ^Why, he introduced his 
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bai>-adbaltraich to me ! — as who, think 
you? — as a poor, sick young gentleman 
from the Lowlands ! — O yes !— a poor, 
side youth, &x from all relations !-^ Alack, 
and woe's me ! And I took her in, too !^— 
Yes, sir, I took her in, and was kind to her, 
and cherished her ; but, when he heard that 
strangers were in search of him, he and she 
have absconded again. You say he slq)t 
with her at a certain bothy. — ^Thanks be to 
Heaven, he has never slept with me since that 
period ! Every night have they two been 
together ! — Every night, God be thanked ! 
Hope you have not breakfasted, gentle* 
men? — Eh? Pilloch-more — ^no, I beg your 
pardon, PiUoch-beag was here, with his 
Grants. Pilloch-beag, says I?— -He-he-he! 
Bean beannach ! — the homed woman — 
He-he-her 

•• Madam, may I b^ the favour to see 
Mr Gow and his protegee ? If you can di- 
rect me to their retreat, I promise you I 
dhaiU revenge both our injuries at one blow, 
unless the gallant can give some reasons for 
his interference that I ween not of. But 



314 THE THEEE PERILS 

the primary blame rests not with him, cri- 
minal though he be^ for she sought him 
out in his retreat — he sought not her. If 
I find them in each other's arms, ma'am, you 
can have no objections to my tunning them 
both through the body ?" 

" Is it not what they deserve, both of 
them ? Are they not forsworn traitors, and 
the foulest of the foul ? Have they not 
fooled us both ? Were they not paramours 
before they saw us ? And did they not get 
themselves palmed on us, that they might 
continue paramours through life at our mu- 
tual expense ? Fob ! — no more of them ! I 
hope you have breakfasted, gentlemen ? — 
Nobody would put themselves out of hu- 
mour for Jthe loss of such garbage, surely. 
I know not where he has his coileabeuA at 
present, but he himself will be ait a certain 
place for viands^ which I am to carry there* 
in a very short time. I hope, sir, he shall 
find a meal that he thinks not of. Take 
this mantle about you, sir, and put this 
bonnet and white badge on your head, and 
I win point out the spot where you are to 
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go, and where you shall meet him face to 
face. Your jBriend may keep in sight of you, 
if he chooses ; if not, he may remain with 
me. I know not where he hath his leman 
— ^his sweet Lowland youth, forsooth ! — ^but, 
perhaps, sir, you may induce him to declare 
himself. You will meet him hand to hand, 
sir, and face to face, for he wiU come to. you 
to beg a mess of pottage for his mistress, 
sir. Not a night has he been with me !— 
Bean heannach! — A horned bull can push ; 
a homed cow can give as deadly a wound as 
any ; and why may not a homed woman ?" 

The worthy dame then went out with 
the two gentlemen, and pointed out a cer- 
tain place to them, at which they would 
meet her husband at a certain hour ; but 
one only was to go to the spot, and he was 
to go with the mantle, and bonnet with the 
white badge ; for that the traitor kept watch 
at a distance, and, relying on her secrecy, 
unless he perceived that signal, he would 
not come, and it was impossible to find him 
otherwise. 

They then left her, and retired to take 
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their measures, not a Kttle disgusted at the 
behaviour of Peter's dame, and the readi- 
ness she had manifested to betray her bus* 
band. They perceived that she was a little 
delirious, but whether it was from the ef- 
fects of aquavitae, or nervous sensibility, they 
could not discern, only they hardly wonder- 
ed at the preference given by Peter Gow tot 
the other fair creature that had thus throwa 
herself on his protection. 

John again urged his friend Alaster to 
abandon the matter, and pursue it no fax^ 
ibex. — " From all that we have heard of 
this unaccountable step of hers,'' said he, 
'^ it appears to me that she has forfeited 
her honour, and your love, for ever ; then 
why would you expose yourself for that 
•which is unworthy of you ?" 

** No, no, cousin John," said he ; " do 
not speak to me. — Since I have engaged in 
this pursuit, I will be at the bottom of the 
matter — ^It is not in my nature to leave 
such a thing half done. I shall be revenged 
on the clown ; and, if I do not pierce my 
wife's heart in one way, I shall do it in an- 

17 
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other. I have lost my chance of escape to 
a foreign land, and I do not now account 
my life worthy of preservation.*' 

The place whither he went to meet P^ter 
Gow was a little sequestered shieling. It 
stood itself in perfect concealment^ but a 
fox could not have approached it without 
being perceived by one cm the watch ; for 
there was a bare exposed height all around, 
and it lay hid in a little wooded hollow. 
Madkenzie therefore went by himself, with 
his cloak-plaid, and white cockade ; and, to 
prevent the deception from being observed, 
he stepped into the bothy to await the arrival 
of his wife's seducer. John Mackenzie lay 
flat on his breast, and peeped over the ridge, 
from whence he perceived one approaching^ 
the shieling, with cautious and hurried 
steps, and doubted not that it was Gow. 
He likewise entered the hut ; and, as soon 
as he had gone in, John Mackenzie arose 
and walked sharply towards it. By the 
time he was half way, he perceived Peter 
rash out, pursued by his friend Mackenzie, 

VOL. III. O 
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who followed a small space, calling out some- 
what that he did not hear, and then fired a 
pistol. Gow that instant turned round, and 
seized his pursuer, and hoth of them came 
down. John Mackenzie ran with all his 
might, hut, before he got to them, he found 
his friend mortally wounded, he having recei- 
ved two stabs of a skene-dhu from Gow, who 
had no other weapon. It was never known 
what passed between them ; the colloquy 
had been short in the extreme. From all 
that could be learned afterwards, Peter 
believed he was betrayed to one of the 
Earl of Loudoun's officers, and thought he 
had slain one of them. When he gave the 
mortal blow, John was so near to them, that 
he was running, quite breathless, balding 
out his hands, and calling to refrain ; but 
it was too late ; the powerftd arm of the 
wounded and irritated Peter was drawn, 
and, with a vengeful thrust, it sent the 
insidious weapon on its fatal mission. 

" Wretch !" cried John, aloud, " dost 
thou know what thou hast done, and whom 
thou hast slain ?'* 
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•* No, I do not," said the other ; " but I 
have wounded one that first wounded me, 
and would have slain me." 

^^ O thou accursed dog!" exclaimed John, 
on seeing his cousin's wounds ; ** how ag- 
graTated is thy guilt, and how many thou- 
sand times doubled thy damnatiQn ! Thou 
hast slain one of the most amiable and in- 
jured of men ! — Alexander Mackenzie, the 
husband of the woman whom thou hast de- 
based !" 

Gow found not a word to say for a long 
sp^ce. He stared, in utter dismay, now at 
the victim, now at the friend ; and, at the 
same time, he shook the dripping blood 
from his fingers, — for his own heart's blood 
was dripping on the ground from both his 
hands and feet. At length he uttered these 
words — " Heaven is still just, and she is 
revenged ! As for me debasing the dear 
woman you speak of, it was out of my power. 
— Not for the whole universe would I have 
been instrumental in tainting mind so 
simply pure and unsophisticated. I have, 
at the risk of my life, protected her, as I 
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would have done a desertdt sister, and I 
declare before God, to whom I must soon 
answer, that, from the hour I first knew 
her, her virtue has been as dear and as pre- 
cious to me as my own soul ; and I believe 
her, at this moment, free of stain, as when 
she came front her mother's breast." 

When Mackenzie heard this, he lifted 
his head from the bloody sward, and, fixing 
his haggard eyes, that seemed kindling 
with an unearthly gleam, on Peter, he said, 
emphatically, ** Man, art thou saying the 
truth?" 

" Ay ; and it is a truth that you and I 
must both soon be called to attest before a 
bar at which there is no subterfuge.— How 
thou wilt answer for thy treatment of her, I 
kn9w not ; for me, I can answer for the part 
I have acted to God and man." 

** Ah, what a wretch then am I ! Man, 
thou must surely pity me! Dear cousin 
John, pity me! Thou seest, and hearest, that 
man's face and words are not those of guilt. 
O that I could but see her, and hear one 
word of forgiveness or of conddence from 
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her lips, before my dqiaxture hence ! Man, 
thou injured and benevolent man, can I see 
her?" 

*' It is but a dismal scene to bring one 
to that is already heart-broken by thy cruel 
desertion, and tottering on the brink of a 
wasting disease. Better it were that this 
young gentleman ran for assistance.— If 
aught can be done for the mitigation of your 
own sufferings, then may we sei^d for her." 

John Mackenzie took the hint, and ran 
to the place they had lately left, with the 
dismal tidings. There were but few people 
about the steading, for they were Mackin- 
toshes, and had all either £allen at Cullo- 
den, or were still in hiding ; but Mackenzie 
raised a train of women, and two old men, 
and they came to the bothy, in order to 
cany the wounded men 'to the house. 

In the intaim, the two rivals were left 
lying beside each other on the green, and, 
instead of any abusive or bitter reflections 
passing between them, they were employed 
in stemming eadbi other's wounds. Peter 
was shot through the shouldei^ and Ma&- 
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kenzie had received two wounds of the dirk, 
one in his hody, and one in his ann. The 
latter Peter found means to stem, else he 
would instantly have bled to death. 

Death is the great queller of rancour and 
human pride; even his seen approach subdues 
them, levels rank, and consumes the substance 
of the fiery passions, leaving nothing but the 
froth behind, to mark the limits of the over- 
flowing tide, that the regret and anguish of 
the sufierers and the lookers-on may be 
thereby embittered. There was nothing 
now passed between the two but regret, and 
every explanation rendered that regret the 
deeper and the more intense. When Gow 
related to Mackenzie the cause of his loved 
wife's desertion, then did the poignancy of 
his sufferings reach their acme ; he writhed 
in agony of mind, as well as of body, lament- 
ing, in the most pathetic terms, his wayward 
and unhappy fate. As for honest Peter, 
when he heard that all had originated in 
mistake,- — that the fond and faithful hus- 
baind had only been taking leave of a be- 
loved sister, and was then in search of his 



OF WOMAN. 323 

wife, he could not refrain from weeping. — 
" Alack, alack for both of you !" exclaimed 
he ; " surely the breath of God has blasted 
all that were engaged, like you and me, in 
a certain unhappy cause, however just it 
might appear to oiur eyes. The sword, the 
famine, and the flame, have hardly left our 
families root or branch, and the few that 
the sword and the gibbet, the famine and 
the flame, have left, are falling fast by the 
fury of the elements, and the hands of one 
another. The world disclaims us, and Hea- 
ven hath given us up." 

** It is all too true that thou hast feaid," 
returned the other. " I have seen it ! I 
have seen it ! and often pondered on it with 
bitterness of spirit. But I was forewarned 
of it, and the words of the oldifilidhaitheral^ 
who foretold it to me, have never deserted 
my mind. * Son, thou art going to join our 
Prince. I know it,* said he. * Now, tell 
me, art thou steadfast in the belief o^ our 
Holy Catholic Religion ?* 

'^ I said 1 hoped I was, and ever should 
be. 
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" ' But tdl me/ contixmed he, * dost thou 
believe that no prayers nor vows find admit- 
tance to the throne above but those of Ca- 
thoUcs? 

" I said I never had such contracted 
views of redeeming grace. 

" ' But I had!' said he, * and have found 
myself mistaken, by comparing the dark- 
ling views of futurity with something that 
has already been, and which is more illegi- 
ble to my visionary sight than the other. 
Son, there has, at a time prior to this, a curse 
descended out of Heaven on our Prince on 
all the house of his fathers, and on those 
who support it. And, listen to me, son, it 
appears that that grievous curse wa£f, as it 
were, wrung out of Heaven by the cries of 
suffering saints, and yet these saints 
WERE NOT catholics. They were spoil- 
ed ; they were hunted ; they were torment- 
ed« and their blood ran like water on their 
native hills and heaths, ivhileour own people, 
the sons of the Gael, aided the destroyers. 
These sufferers cried incessantly to the Al- 
mighty for aid, imtil at last he sent out his 
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angdy who pronoiyioed the exterminating 
cone on the guilty race of Stnart, and a 
taj^ woe on all that should support their 
ihrane* I have seen that angel myself, and 
heard his appalling voice a thousand times. 
I have seen him stietching his bloody sw(»d 
over our land, and swearing by the Avenger 
of the Just, that, as we had shed the blood of 
the lighteous^ at a tyrant's command, so 
should a tyrant shed our Uood without re- 
gret and without satiety. I forbid thee not 
to go, my son^ for if thou fallest in the cause 
of our now degraded reUgion, thou fallest in 
the cause of Heaven, and thy soui shall be 
saved. Only be assured, that the hand of 
the Almighty is against thee, and heavy, 
heavy wiU be its descending stroke !' I heard 
all this^ yet I laughed at the old father as 
at a raving maniac, and took up my sword 
and departed to join the host I have lived 
to see his words fulfilled. The hand of 
Heaven has indeed fallen heavily upon us, 
yet who could ever have deemed that the 
part we took deserved it Godisjust,^but 
his ways are inseratRUe." 
o 2 
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** It is even as thou hast said, hapless 
youth r said Peter. " But I think, of all 
the miserable catastrophes that have occur- 
red in this year of desolation, thy own story 
is the most lamentable. Yes, what thou 
hast observed is true to. a tittle ; all those 
who have ventured most for the cause of the 
royal Adventurer have suffered in proportion. 
Poor, infatuated Sally ! What now is be- 
come of thee ! None ventured more than 
thou didst, though nowise interested in the 
cause, and none is likely to suffer so deep- 
ly. Alas ! I tried all that I could to con- 
vince her of your honour and integrity, but 
the evidences were so strong against me 
that I could not prevail. I told her you 
were incapable of such conduct, and prof- 
fered to stake my life on your honour and 
truth. I have got my reward, and would 
to Heaven I had been the only sufferer I'* 

^* I wish we could reach a clean spot to 
die on," said Mackenzie ; *^ this place is hor- 
rible ! There is no contending with the lift- 
ed arm of an avenging Grod ; and, sincethe 
iniquities of the fathers must be visited on 
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tiieir children, we two hapless yictims to that 
arbitrary decree, must submit. But O that 
I had never been bom. to have caused all 
this woe, by slaying a just and honourable 
-man, and my best fiiend !" 
. " I pray thee, oease, brave young war- 
lior," cried Peter^ ** These are the words 
of despair, not of resignation. Why wiU 
you embitter the pangs of death to us 
both r 

Mackenzie's senses had been wandenng 
while he spoke, for when the other turned 
his eyes toward him he had fainted away ; 
and Peter, thinking all was over with him, 
bewailed his fate with many bitter tears* 
His own wound was in a place whichhe could 
neither reach with his hand^ nor see ; and, 
being in great pain, he arose and tried to 
walk homeward, that is, towards, his wife'^ 
home, which, alas, was now no home for 
^im ! But, by the time he had walked a few 
paces, he was seized with a giddiness, stag- 
gered, and fell in a state of drowsy ihsensi^ 
bility. . Li that situation were they found 
by John Mackenzie^ who then arrived with 
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his womm and his two dd men, acoemp^ 
nied by 4 country surgeon^ a Dr Frazei^ 
fioom St]»thj^Emck,a&e!reii>4ow!ir^ri>bate, 
88 the womeDi termed him, who aoeoimted 
the life of a man of no more value than the 
life of a salmon^ He examined both their 
wounds, cursing all the while, and then 
asked joeularly, what was to be done ? 

^' What done?" said John Maekenaie. 
" For the love of God, save them if it be 
possible !" 

^ And wherefore should I save them, 
young man ?" said the doctor. '^ If I 
dress their wounds ever so well, they caib* 
not fly or be removed from the spot tar a 
long period. If they remain here they wi& 
be taken, and, being both proscribed men 
like myself, if they are taken, they will be 
hung up like two 'tikes in a tether. Is it 
not. better that they should die of their 
wounds like men^ and be buried beneath 
ihat lovely sward, than be executed like 
fekms?'' 

^^ Hersel pe on te tink tat te toetor sheD# 
tlemans hoif speaked ereat pg of te sense of 
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common," sud a iroiee at I>r Fraser^ d^ 
bow. 

Peter Gow, when he h«aid it» raised up 
his HBbemieted and Mloodjr head» thinking 
the tones of the roice were iSimiliar to his 
eai^ and, behold ! there stood Davie I>ufi> 
with his burial spade met his shoulder. 
He did not reeog&uie his old acquaintance 
Peter lying in that forlorn states but all 
that David wanted was for them both to die^ 
that he might get the burying of them. 
The Doct(»r perceived thii^ and was great* 
ly taken with the whimcdoality of the dci* 
ffise, for, exdimve of the selfish principle 
burying had ginown into a passion with 
Davie. He actually delighted in inhuming 
the remains of the mortal fram^ and the 
more putnd and the more mangled, he liked 
it the better^ In such circumstanceB, he 
WHS not over soon wearied of laying the car<«> 
case right in its last reeeptade, gloatii^ 
over it with some sort of horrible and un^ 
defined pleasure, both to shovel the mould 
above it» and hide it from the sight for 
ever* He even loved better to inter a rem^^ 
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nant of a human body tliaii the whole, and, 
for the sake of a soft place to bury it in, 
would have carried it himself for a long 
way. The doctor bathed the wounds with 
such materials as the place afforded, dress* 
ed them, and bound them up ; and all the 
while was as busy jesting and conversiBg 
with Davie as if he had been employed in 
any secular work. He would not suffer 
them to be carried home, sayings that the 
motion would open the wounds anew, and 
it would be certain death. Mackenzie had 
£dnted twice, and was as yet hardly breath- 
ing; as for Gow^ he sustained the operation 
of probing and dressing with great firmness, 
^nd, presuming on his veterinary skill, as* 
sisted the doctor with his advice in the ne- 
cessary operations. The women made two 
soft beds of flowery heather, strewed them 
.over with moss, and there in that londy 
shieling, were the two rash and repentant 
young heroes laid, with their feet to eadi 
other, and theur heads to the sod-wall. 
Young Letterewe and the strangers that he 
had collected sat ov^ them, commiserating 
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their suffisrings and woful fate, and Davie 
Dnff took a turn round with his spade in 
search of a spot of soft ground where two 
graves could be made with the greatest 



Just as they were thinking about separa- 
ting, and settling about who was to remain^ 
and who was to bring them refreshments, 
Davie entered suddenly and whispered that 
there was Vitannas (an apparition) coming 
on them; at the same time, he was in 
such a flutter, looking for a place to hide 
in, that he alarmed, the old women mighti- 
ly, and, before the doctor got time to exa- 
mine him relating to the cause of his terrors, 
the beautiful vision entered among them 
all. It was Sally, dressed in a suit of her 
best clothes, which she had all the while car- 
ried about with her carefully, but never till 
th^t hour used. She could not see the hut 
from her retreat, but perceived people going 
and comiog over the height, and, as Peter 
had not returned, she was certain of some- 
thing having befallen ; and, reckless of all 
danger, if her last support was taken from 
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her, she resdved to face every injury and 
reproftcfa, and appear in her own natural 
character. 

^' Ooch Grot ! Let hersd he ketting (nA 
to rhun upon te hills !" cried Davie. Bitf; 
the doctor withstood him, and set himself 
firm in the hothy*door ; he could not pact 
with Davie in such a delightful plight as 
te was then in. 

^' Nay, my hrave fellow, remain wbexe 
you are. Pray, Mr DuflT, you that are earth- 
er'general to his Majesty King George, the 
Duke of Cumherland, and all the great 
eastern clans, besides Colonel Cholic, you 
know~-Why would you run tram the face 
of a lady?" 

^' Cot pless you, mhaister ! A Ihaty ? 
Thi you nhever see her pefore ? Och, she 
pe te fery vision, tat is te spoitual of her 
tat was Mustruss Sally« For Cot's Quirge 
mhercy, let her fhorth to £ist rhun T 

^* Not a foot you stir, j&iend. There you 
stand."" 

The two wounded men were lying stretdii^ 
ed and covered with plaids. When they 
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heard the term, " Mistress Sally/' hoth of 
them uncovered their pallid faces at the 
same instant, and hoth of them uttered a 
groan of tender compassion, as in concert. 
Sally's countenance changed on the instant 
When she entered, it was one of amaze- 
ment at the motley group around her^ 
standing all over two sleepers, or dead men; 
but, when the two victims to one precipitate 
act of hers uncovered their altered visages^ 
then did her wan and woe-worn, though 
still lovely face, assume the lines of dis^ 
traction. She neither shrieked.nor uttered 
exclamation ; but, clasping her arms fear^ 
fully across her bosom, she looked wildly 
about, as if begging some explanation. 
None could give it, for none knew who she 
was save Davie, and he took what he saw 
for her ghost. Peter was the first to accost 
her — ^" Oh, alas ! unhappy Sarah ! to what 
a scene thou art come P exclaimed he. . 

" Peter Gow !" was all that Sally could 

pronounce, but these two short sounds were 

- enough for Davie. He had never all the 

while recognized aught of his old friend 
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Peter, and, having, as he beUeved, buried 
him on the field of Culloden, the horrors of 
the old foeadle on hearing his voice once 
more, and seeing his haggard features, was 
indescribable. He made an involuntary 
bounce against the doctor, and, at the sa^e 
time, vociferated something between a prayer 
and an oath, in Gaelic. The doctor was ir- 
ritated. " You cowardly beast !" exclaim- 
ed he, " what are you affrighted for ? Do 
you suppose that the dying man will eat 
you?'^ 

" Mhan?" cried Davie, hysterically. 
" Lort^s retemption ! How can she pe a 
mhan when I pmied his pody in the crave 
Ihong pefore te ago ?" 

** You buried him in te grave, you 
idiot ? What do you mean ?" 

^' Och, yes, and I did, all put te head. 
And den I buailed him, tat is, I tumped him 
and twacked him down wit my spade, and 
I tromped te green ground above him. 
Uh, Lort, how can she pe a mhan after tat? 
Lhet her go to pe on te swift.** 

'^ Let the fool go," said John Macken- 
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zie ; " is that raving a suitable accompani- 
ment for such a scene as this ?" 

The doctor then let him pass, but follow- 
ed him to the field, being more taken with 
his extravagant terror than the scene of 
deep distress within the bothy, than which 
it is hardly possible to conceive one more 
replete with mental and bodily anguish ! 
But Dr Frazer had, of late, been accustom- 
ed to so many scenes of misery, despair, and 
extermination, that his better feelings were 
all withered, and a certain distortion had 
taken place in the bias of his mind. He 
perceived Davie to be a rude copy of some- 
thing within himself, and he hankered after 
him as one deformed object lingers round 
another, either from sensations of disgust, 
or a diabolical pleasure in seeing some crea- 
tures more loathsome than itself There 
the two strayed together, the one relating 
what deaths, pinings, and ravings, he had- 
seen during the summer; and the other, 
what miserable corpses he had found and 
interred in the wastes. 
, " When hersel furst petook her to te 
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moors, sir»" said he, '^ she was not on te 
found of anytis^ but te wounded pattk*- 
man, which was all fery whell. And you 
would haif peen on te wonder, sir, to haif 
known how far a trhue hill Highlander 
would haif rhun wit so mhany of te pullets 
of kuns trou him's pody ; and ten tere would 
pe a tousand holes in him wit te vile tree- 
pointed dirk tat stand peside tenhose of te 
kun^ him pe te worst fellow of all. Fat was 
it you would call him? TegunnaJ^kiodag^ 
tat is te bhaighonet. Cot tamn, I haif seen 
her Ihying pored and pored trou te pody as 
te Tuke of Chumperland would mhake a 
fflfter of him's kite. And ten I would al- 
ways pe knowing, tat neither te fox, nor te 
^heach, tat is, te black crow, would not 
dhare to pe bhiting a smallest piece from 
one of tese warrior f bellows. Cot, sir, te 
fery tead ihaces of tan would frhight te 
souls of tem crheatures pack into te heart's 
plood of tem. Te vhile catpole would 
sometimes take off him's nhose, or dhig a 
small hole into him's side^ but te tevil aiM>- 
der bhaist dhurst toudi a dead Mackintosh, 
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cor a Fzhaser^ or a Camraon. As for Mac 
donnel, she would nhot pe puried at all, 
nor sihe would not au£Bbr cdtker mhan or 
phai8t» or dbcvil to t(aieh her, either tead 
or alhive. But och and alhas, sir ! for tese 
two or tree hundred times die haif cot no- 
thing but poor wonums mad chilters, all tead 
of hunger, and vexhatioos, and cold. Och, 
inteed it was fery pad ! His Mhachesty te 
Tuke of Chumperlhand pe a fery cood shen- 
tleissan, but, Cot tamn ! he should nhot 
haye persecuted te poor pxhetty mhaiteans, 
and wifes, and Ihittle pabies to teath. Fat 
ill could they doo to himsel or his mhaister? 
And ten te plack crow, and all te vhile 
creedy bhaists, would fall on te Ihittle dhear 
ianooent crheatures, and would tak out teir 
eyes, and te tongues out o£ tdr mhouths. 
And ten tey would pe dhigging into teir 
hearts, and thaking out all teir bowels ; and, 
O liOrt, would pe mhaking a vhery pad 
chob of it." 

" Well, Mr DuflF, do you not see that 
there is one comfort, that the dog Cumber- 
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land will roast in hell for what he has done 
tons?" 

" Oo, fat doo I know ? He will mhaybe 
get a retemption parton; but, pe Cot, I 
would not stand in his Ihine for half a 
crhown and mhore." 

" Oh the butcher beast, I hope to see the 
ravens in the home of perdition preying on 
his heart, for his savage cruelty to a brave 
and loyal people." 

" And hersel hopes you will nhot, 
mhaister dhoctor, f hor if you see him there 
you will nhot pe fhar off yourself. Take 
me for it, him pe fery cood shentlemhan, 
and has paid mhe for mhore tan a hundred 
and twenty of te cluas, tat is te lugs of 
Highlanders, and I have eighteen pairs for 
him here tat are nhot peen paid yet. See, 
tore tem pe, all tight and whoule." 

" It strikes me, Mr DuflF, that some of 
these small ears have been cut from living 
objects." 

" Oo, nhot at hall. Tem will all pe 
count fery whell. His Mhachesty te Tuke 
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will nhot mind alto tern should be a Ihittle 
sore." 

" Some of these are cut from living chil- 
dren, I could make oath to it Tell me se- 
riously — ^for it is the best jest I ever knew — 
Do you really cut the ears sometimes from 
living children, for the sake of a shilling a 
pair?" 

^^ O09 nhot at hall. If it would nhot pe 
some Ihittle repel dhogs tat would pe on te 
steal." 

" Well confessed. Then here's for you, 
you infernal dog. Here's another pair that 
will count for a day's work." 

So saying, the doctor seized Davie, and 
in one moment whipped off the laps of both 
his ears, which he put into his hand. The 
thing was so suddenly and so deftly done, 
that the poor beadle could scarcely believe 
he had received any injury, but, holding 
the two severed ears in one hand, he put up 
the other to his temple, the blood whizzed 
gainst it. Then he changed his hold and 
put up the other hand, which was saluted 
in the same way. His eyes naturally turn- 
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ed botiii ways almost at once^ and he per-- 
ceived his precious blood arching from boAi 
ears like so many beuitifiil crimson rain- 
bows. *^ Cot tamn you for cuHein madadkr 
eried he, in the most intemperate rage. 
" Fat you cut mhy years ? May te dhevil's 
own Ihong pig tamn come ofer apove you 
for a pomination cooper of physock ! Now 
I doo prhay tat you mhay mheet my mhais- 
ter te Tuke of Cohumperlhand ackain, poth 
in te here and te after, and tat a tousand 
coal dhevils may pe cutting off your Ihugs 
every nhight and every mhoming, and your 
old dog of a chief's too, and aU te Clan^i 
Frhazer, every one !'* 

Davie went away cursing, to the bum in 
the correi, where he washed his mutilated 
ears and bound them up ; and, taking the 
severed parts, he rolled them carefully up 
with the rest, deeming the trick played to 
him, upon the idiole, not a very bad spe- 
culation. 

" Alas! unhappy Sarah! To what a 
scene thou art come!'' said Peter to her on 
raising his eyes. 

11 
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" Peter Gow!" exclaimed she. He 
pointed to her hushand with a hurried hand, 
and a motion, signifying that Ikere was one 
who claimed her first attention. " Ah! 
and my hushand too ! At least, he that 
was my hushand," continued she. " Is he 
lying here? Dearest Alaster, what have 
they done to you ? You weep, and do not 
speak to me. Tell me how you came here, 
or for whom you came ?" 

" I came for you, love, and have met with 
you and death at the same time.— Oh, why 
did you desert a heart that loved you ahove 
all the world ?" 

" For the sake of heavenly mercy, do not 
talk of death and of loving me at the same 
time ! Why should love and death, to one 
you love, he pronounced together? But 
there's one of them 1 will eagerly helieve, 
even against the evidence of my own senses." 
With that she kneeled down on the heather 
coudi, put her arm over him, and laid her 
cheek to his.*—" I forgive all, since you love 
me," continued she; " and, if you die, with 

VOL, III. P 
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calm and pleasant resignation will I lie here^ 
and die at your side." 

Mackenzie became so much agitated^ tbat 
Jobn was obliged to interfere, and withdraw 
her from his side ; " for," said he, ^* his life 
is in imminent danger, and hangs by a cord 
so brittle, that the smallest degree of per- 
turbation, even the moving of a muscle, may 
break it ; and then the best and bravest of 
Scotland's youths would be lost." 

He lifted Sally gently in his arms, and sup- 
ported her in them, leaning himself against 
the wall. She gazed at the two victims, but 
the looks of both manifested nothing but 
despair. She perceived that there was a 
gulf of misery before her, a trial that she 
dreaded, and she was endeavouring to rouse 
up her mind to an heroic endurance, what* 
ever it might be, when Mr John Mackenzie 
desired her to sit down on the floor, and 
compose herself, for she had a tale of woe to 
listen to. She did so, and he sat down be- 
side her, putting his arm around her, to sup- 
port or restrain her, as the occasion might 
tequire, and then recounted to her the whole 
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of their hapless story, up to the moment of 
time that she entered the hut. 

** But will they not recover ?" cried she ; 
^' will not my husband and kind protector 
yet recover, and he friends ? — Sure they will, 
if there be any pity in the decisive courts 
of Heaven !" 

•* Cease to arraign Heaven, my love,'* 
said her husband, *^ for it is in conformity 
with one of its sublime decrees that we aU 
meet in this state of suffering. There was 
a doom pronounced on an illustrious house, 
and in that direful doom all its supporters 
have been included. From the moment 
that you lent a hand to aid a sinking cause, 
you entered the lists of the accused, and the 
bloom of your happiness was blighted. The 
sun of mercy has been withheld in the dark- 
ness of heaven, and the mildew of hell has 
blasted the blossom of all our fondest hopes. 
There is an old curse hanging over the race 
of Stuart, and the dregs of their cup of 
misery has fallen to our share; we must 
all drink of it, love, even to the drop that 
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brings the pang of death, before the destiny 
be completed." 

Scarcely could his friend restrain him in 
his wild, frenzied forebodings,— the recollec- 
tions of some former prophecy, which had 
made a deep impression on his mind, till 
Dr Frazer entered, and ordered him to si-* 
lence with loud imprecations, telling him, 
that, if he did not hold his tongue, be would 
be in h — ^11 in five hours. He was also ear- 
nest with the party to disperse, and leave 
the two wounded men in quiet, all but one to 
wait on them. He was particularly anxious 
that Sally should be removed, for he per- 
ceived how much her presence agitated them 
both ; but no entreaty could move her to 
desert them. She smiled, as if in pity, on 
those who advised her to retire to a more 
suitable abode. — " Where can I go ?" said 
she ; " I have neither home nor frietid to 
which I can go — ^nothing beyond the walls 
of this hut, and here will I remain for Jife 
or death ; I will watch with them, and dres^ 
their wounds, and, if they die, I will bury 
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them with my own hands ; honest Davie 
will perhaps lay me beside them.'* 

Dr Frazer cursed her for a whining jade, 
but, at the same time, the tears were run- 
ning over his sallow cheeks. 

Sally and Mr John Mackenzie remained 
at the bothy ; the rest returned to Tarloch, 
all save Davie DuflP, who lingered with his 
spade about the correi ; for, having learned 
that these two were his old friends in reali- 
ty, and in great distress, the poor fellow re- 
mained near them, yet would not venture to 
intrude on their calamity. Mr Mackenzie, 
having observed him sauntering about, in- 
formed Sally of ^the circumstance, who de- 
'sired to see him, and, when he came in, his 
simple expressions of sorrow were truly pa- 
thetic. Sally, who had plenty of gold about 
her, gave him a piece, and desired him to go 
to the camp, and procure some wine and 
bread, as there was none to be got anywhere 
else, and, for her sake, to be secret. He im- 
dertook the task with the greatest alacrity, 
and went away, with his spade over his 
shoulder, which he would in nowise consent 
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to leave. He travelled all the way from 
Correi-Uaine to Fort- Augustus, andretum- 
ed *he next morning, without sleeping, 
bringing plenty of wine, tea, and hread with 
him. 

When the party returned with Dr Fra- 
zer to Tarloch-beg, they found Mrs Gow 
still in the same raving and distemper^ 
state ; nor was her jealous rage aught miti* 
gated, when informed that her husband was 
shot through the body, and attended by his 
former mistressiti the bothy of Correi-Uaine; 
she uttered a loud hysteric laugh, and hoped 
they would comfort one another, as it was like 
to be a happy meeting of friends, and such a 
one as such friends deserved. It was in vain 
that Dr Frazer swore at her, and tried to 
shame her out of her base suspicions ; it only 
increased her rancour and malevolence, and 
he was obliged to quit her in deep disgust 

In the meantime^ the scene at the bothy 
continued to grow more and more painfully 
distressing ; the men's wounds grew stiiBP, so 
that th^y neither cou]|d move, nor be moved^ 
without intense suffering ; and^ the worst 
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tiling of all, the mind of th^ unfortunate 
Sally began to give way. She had stood 
the first shock with wonderful equanimity ; 
but the effort had either been an exertion 
beyond her strength, or else the horrors of 
which she had been the eause, opened to her 
m^ital Tiew, by degrees, with an enorxmty 
that the broken state of her health, and h^r 
weakened nerves, could not brook. Before 
the next day, Mr John Mackenzie noted 
that her looks sometimes manifested ab- 
fitntction of thought, and a melancholy 
smile would settle on her mild face, and re- 
main for a considerable space, as if indent- 
ed there- Then she ever and auon adverted 
to the scene in the loft at Letterewe, where 
one word from her lips would have prevent- 
ed a world of misery ; but she mentioned it 
often with an ineohei^ence of metaphor, and 
allusions, that a healthful mind would scarce- 
ly have framed.—" That wee word we kept 
Moses out of the land of promise," said sli^, 
Iceeping het eyes fixed on vacancy. The 
men listened in breathless suspense, to hear 
what would follow, but Nothing did ; the 
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chain of ideas that had led to the remark 
was unlinked, and the force of her memory 
could not again unite them. She came to 
it long after. — " If that word had been kept 
in, like mine, it might have been worse," 
said she ; ** and yet, I think, hardly. The 
children of Israel surely would not have 
fallen on and slain one another out of jea- 
lousy." 

At another time she exclaimed, — " Ah ! 
I should have spoken. I should have spo- 
ken! A word spoken is like a bird that flies 
away into the open firmament, to be judged 
of by God and man. But one repressed is 
a reptile that digs downward, downward in- 
to darkness and despair P' 

In this deplorable situation did the party 
at the bothy remain for the first two days 
and nights. One of the women that was at 
the bothy at first, a poor widow, brought 
them a little goat's milk once a-day, and 
such other things as she could collect in that 
spoiled country, for which Sally paid her 
liberally, for she seemed now to part with 
her little concealed treasure not only with 
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^pleasure, but with eagerness ; and her ma- 
lady increased so much, that at times it 
seemed approaching to utter delirium. She 
next fell a talking, about an ideal orphan 
babe, the total destitution of which seemed 
to haunt her wandering imagination, and, 
whenever she touched on the theme, it was 
with a pathos truly moving ; for the men 
imagined that these tender, ideas were en- 
gendered in her mind from a consciousness 
that she herself was in a way, at some fu- 
ture period, to become a mother, and all the 
three were several times melted into tears 
by the simple expression of her meteor fan- 
cies. " The poor little innocent lamb can 
do nothing for herself, an^* if there is none 
to do anything for her, she must die of 
hunger and thirst. But, O, it was so pite- 
ous to see her pawling with her little hands, 
and to hear her crying ! She was begging 
support from a hard-hearted world, but they 
would not give it ! although she told them 
she had neither father nor mother f" 

" Good God, this is insufferable !*' ex- 
claimed Mackenzie. 

p2 



S50 THE THBEE FEEILS 

" Was it not inhtiman, Alaster ? Wasf 
it not inhuman to abandon the pretty little 
destitute baby ? It had a soul, and it would 
fain have Hved to cherish it, but it could 
not. Oh, it could not live of itself ! I can- 
not help crying for it. Irdeed, I cannot ; 
it was so utterly helpless !" 

** What babe was it, dearest love ?** 
" What babe was it ? What babe was 
it?" returned she quickly, as with great 
surprise. " Why, was it not the one that wc 
buried to-day, and murdered many days 
agone? On the loft at Letterewe, you 
know. No, it was long before that ! But I 
never heard aught so sweet as the deaths- 
hymn that the old woman sung over it. It 
was so like a Christian psalm I will never 
forget it, and I sung it all last night. I'll 
let you all hear a strain of it, how solemn 
it is.— - 

O sweet little cherub, how calm thou'rt reposing. 
Thy sorrow is over, thy mild eye is dosing. 
The world has proved to thee a step-dame unfiriendly^ 
But rest thee, my babe, there's a spirit within thee. 
A wonder thou art, aB £hou lie'st there unshriven, 
A stem of the ear^, and a radaanoe of heavdn; 
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A flower of the one, thou art fading and dying, 

A spark of the other, thou'rt mounting and flying. 

Farewell, my sweet hahy, too early we sever ! 

J may come to thee, hut to me thou shalt never. 

Some angel of mercy shall lead and restore thee, 

A pure, living flame, to the mansions of glory. 

The moralist's hoast may sound prouder and prouder ; 

The hypocrite's prayer rise louder and louder; 

But I'll trust my hahe in her trial of danger. 

To the mercy of Him that was laid in the manger. 

Whether it proceeded from feelings of 
sympathy, from inflammation of the wounds, 
or a deep consciousness of their deplorable 
condition, I know not, but, froni the mo- 
n^nt that Sarah had finished her little 
death-hymn, symptoms of derangement be- 
gan to manifest themselves m the demea- 
nour of both the patients. Her mahn^ of 
performing it was most affecting, especially 
when that was conjoined in the minds of 
the hearers with the state of the singer, that 
had giveil birth to these parental emotions, 
that seemed wavering like a lambent flame 
over the extremities of nature* She kept all 
the while a swinging motion with her arms 
and knees, looking passionately down as on 
the face o£ a dying child. 
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She had no sooner ended than the wound- 
ed men began to talk intemperately about 
they knew not what, and the mania increa- 
sed to such a degree, that Mackenzie sat 
up and brandished his arms, boasting of his 
Jacobitism, his feats of arms, and he seemed 
particularly to harp upon some injury recei- 
ved. Peter wept, and then laughed, and 
then tried to raise himself up. Mr John 
Mackenzie tried first to restrain the one, 
then the other, but, on perceiving nothing 
but maniac looks and motions all around 
him, he flung himself down in despair, and 
exclaimed vehemently, " Mother of God, 
what shall I do ! What is to become of us ! 
Sure that blasting curse of Heaven extends 
not to the putting out of the light of the 
soul? Or can this solitary dell be the haunt 
of demons ?'' 

The violence of his action, and the vehe- 
mence of his words, had an effect that he 
. could not have conceived. It overmastered 
their madness, hushing them all to profound 
silence, and, for a whole natural day, he had 
no other means of quelling the mania with 
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which they were affected, but by making 
himself madder than they, which never 
failed in the effect of allaying their violence, 
and sometimes even induced them to expos- 
tulate with him, and to manifest sorrow for 
his extravagance. 

Dr Frazer at length arrived at the hut, 
to the great satisfaction of all, particularly 
to that of Mr John Mackenzie, whose charge 
was indeed a heavy one. The doctor admi- 
nistered an emollient to the sufferers that 
allayed the fervour of their mental emo- 
tions, and calmed them to repose, and he 
gave a phial of it to Mr John Mackenzie. 
He declared the sufferers to be in a hopeful 
state, in a way that, with proper treatment, 
they might recover ; but there was a cloud 
hung over his brow that they could not pe- 
netrate ; a doud of the deepest melancholy, 
affecting every word, look, and action. He 
knew more than they did, and more than 
he dared to commimicate to them in their 
critical state, and he suspected more than 
he knew. When he parted with them, it 
was apparently with the deepest regret; 
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and^ though cursing thefm for fools atid idiots, 
the words growled through showers of tears. 
At length he took a long, silent look of each 
of them, hurried away, and, mounting his 
pony, took the wildest path across the hill 
to Strath-Errick. The look that the doctor 
gave his patients was one of pity ; it was a 
&rewell look ; as much as if he had said— ^ 
" God shield you, brave youths ! — ^perhaps 
I shall never see you again." 

The matter that perplexed Dr Frazer so 
much, was the certainty that at that instamt 
there was a hot and extended search making 
for them over that part of the country. 
They were^both proscribed rebels ; in par- 
ticular, there was a high price set on Peter's 
head ; and the two Mackenzies had been 
the principal cause of exciting that search, 
by the avidity with which they had been 
asking after him and his companion former-* 
ly, giving up their marks, and assuring the 
people that they were in the vicinity. The 
doctor had one ^reat hope of their safety, 
and it was this : — ^no stranger could find 
out the bothy of Correi-Uaine ; every di- 
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verging path led by it, but no one to it ; 
and it was possible to have traversed that 
QDuntry by all the ordinary routes, either by 
hill or dale, for one's whole lifetime, and 
never have known that such a spot existed. 
But, on the other hand, opposed to this, 
there was a danger against which no local 
advantages could aught avail — and that was 
treachery. From that source the doctor's 
alarm had its origin, and the person alone 
that he suspected as capable of such a deed 
x>f cruelty, was no other than Gow's own 
mfe. She had betrayed her husband al- 
ready to men that were then his enemies, 
and what surety was there that she might 
not repeat the crime, haunted as she was by 
the tormenting fiend of jealousy, of which 
neither reasoning nor the most obvious 
existing facts could free her distempered 
brain for one moment ? Who could tell to 
what extremities such a fiend might urge 
on an infuriated woman, who had loved, and 
weened herself neglected ! 

Our forlorn party at the bothy knew no- 
thing of these imminent dangers, and sus- 
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pected as little. They had enough of sor- 
row to occupy all the faculties of their souls, 
without going beyond the walls of their 
shieling in search of more. All their re- 
flections on the past were grievous, and their 
prospects of the fiiture dark and uncertain ; 
but where is the darkness through which 
heavenly hope will not at times shed a ray? 
Their wayward fortunes, and sequestered 
retreat, so far from all interested in their 
welfare, had the effect of knitting them 
strongly together in the bonds of mutual 
affection ; and, in proportion as the rest of 
the world were careless about them, they 
became interested in one another's recovery 
and welfare. !Poor Sally's discomposure fre- 
quently returned, but they found that bath- 
ing her hands and feet in the burn of the 
correi soothed her ; and there was she often 
to be seen with her naked feet in the stream, 
and her eyes fixed intently on the towering 
cliff; or, at other times, she would be found 
speaking to a cropt flower, as if it were a 
deserted babe. 
On the fifth or sixth day after the rash 
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rencounter, as the evening approached, they 
were all soothing one another with hopes of 
a speedy recovery, and an escape from that 
inhospitable place. Sally was calm and col- 
lected ; and, as her husband had shewn 
some symptoms of fever that day, she and 
Mr John Mackenzie were bathing and dress- 
ing his wounds, and Peter was giving them 
what directions he could, when, ere ever 
they were aware, a serjeant and three dra- 
goons of the Duke of Cumberland's men, 
entered the hut suddenly, and seized on 
them all as prisoners. These soldiers asked 
no questions, being evidently well informed 
with regard to the identity of every one of 
the party, as well as of all their exploits and 
connexions. They first seized on Mr John 
Mackenzie, disarmed and bound him, and 
of the rest they saw, or knew before, there 
was no danger. They mocked at the plea 
urged by the prisoners, that they were in- 
capable of being moved from the spot^ and 
cursing them for traitor knaves and popish 
rebels, they dragged them out of the bothy, 
^nd set about forcing them to march to 
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head-quarters. They soon perceived that 
the marching of them was utterly imprao- 
ticahle, and, the day being wearing to a 
dose, and the road extremely wild and 
rough, the red-coated ruffians were rather 
p^Iexed what course to pursue. They had 
been accustomed for three months bygone 
to regard the lives of Highlanders merely 
as those of noxious animals ; and, though 
their general orders were to bring all the 
suspected in as prisoners to some one of the 
military stations, yet on the smallest pre* 
tenets of resistance, and what not, these 
orders were every day infringed, and thai 
with perfect impunity. Accordingly, the 
seqeant proposed, with the most perfect 
sangfroid^ as a matter of course, that they 
should kill the smith, and cut off his head 
for the sake of the high reward, and then 
bind the two brothers (as they weened them) 
together, and if they could not march, com^ 
pel the one of them to carry the other,— 
This proposal was objected to by one of the 
soldiers, and exclaimed against by the pri- 
soners with bursts of horror and detestation. 
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As for Gow, he never opened his lips. He 
found himself in the hands of his inveterate 
enemies, which he had never been before, 
and he seemed to expect no mercy. When 
they were first surprised, Sally fell a-shriek- 
ing, which she continued without intermis- 
sion till quite exhausted; and, the agitation 
having raised her malady to the highest 
pitch, she sat down, rocked her ideal orphan 
child, and sung to it, regardless of all that 
was passing. 

The contest ran high and loud in the 
broad Lancashire tongue, and many rude 
oaths passed ; for the soldier who opposed 
the Serjeant's proposal was a bold determi- 
ned fellow, and maintained his opposition 
with a resolution that a cause so good well 
Warranted. The Mackenzies joined him in 
reprobating such a procedure as the killing 
of a prisoner in cold blood. The two other 
soldiers, who had at first sided with the 
officer, were beginning to waver, which the 
opposing veteran perceiving, deemed that he 
had for that time gained a reprieve lor the 
prisoners, and actually went so far us to dare 
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the Serjeant to wound or hurt them at his 
peril, and as he should answer to his com- 
mander. This proceeding was a piece of the 
most consummate rashness — it was absolute 
insubordination ; and, as might have been 
expected by any reasonable being, had only 
the effect of rousing the pride and rage of 
the low-bred subaltern, inducing him to ride 
on the top of his little proud and brief au- 
thority. " Dom thee inipartinance ! thou 
seyast swo to meiy, dwost thou ?" And, as 
he pronounced these magnificent words, he 
took his pistol from his belt and shot Gow 
through the heart ; and there the resolute 
young hero, who had achieved such valiant 
acts for a hapless race, fell down and expired 
without a groan. 

The Serjeant's quarrel with his opponent 
was not done, nor did he expect or intend 
that it should be so. He fixed his inveterate 
eyes on him, and on hifti alone, as if exciting 
him to continue his opposition, loading him 
meanwhile with every opprobrious epithet. 
He was even beginning to hint that it would 
be but justice to send him after the " dom- 
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med paipish reybel ;" when, in a moment, 
and ere scarcely aware of liis danger, he was 
attacked by Alexander Mackenzie, with a 
fury of which only a man driven mad was 
capable, thrown down, and stabbed with a 
dirk through the left arm, with which he 
was defending himself, before the least as- 
sistance could be rendered to the astonished 
officer. The assailant had even mastered 
his left hand, (his right having fallen below 
him,) and would have sent the skene-dhu 
through his heart at the next thrust, had 
that not been prevented by one of the sol- 
diers, who, springing forward, wounded 
Mackenzie on the back part of the head 
with his sabre*. The stroke, which was a 
deadly one, paralysed him, and he rolled 
down lifeless at the side of his antagonist, 
who, springing up, ran tha expiring warrior 
two or three times through the body. 

Notwithstanding the imminent danger 
that this gallant Lancastrian had escaped, 
his sublime resentment was not appeased* 
He fastened the quarrel once more oh thife 
brave but detested soldier, who had dared 
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to dispute the propriety of his order, and 
would once more have forced on the matter 
to an extremity, had he not been apprized 
by one of the other soldiers of the approach 
of a party of armed Highlanders, who were 
coming hard upon them, some running, and 
some galloping on horseback, straight to* 
ward the bothy. The serjeant at first re- 
fused to stir, swearing that they were a party 
of Campbell's or of Loudoun's men ; but a 
nearer approach convinced him of his mis- 
take, and he and his comrades were glad to 
mount their horses and scour off with all 
expedition, forgetting even to rifle the slain, 
or to take the head of Gow, almost worth 
its weight in gold, along with them. 

The party of Highlanders came up. It 
consisted of Dr Frazer, and seven others of 
the name of M'Pherson, all sons to one 
^neas M'Pherson, a tacksman of Cluny's, 
who occupied a great extent of land on the 
outermost limits of his domains. The doctcnr 
had ^gaged them to come and carry off the 
unfortunate party to a place of greater safety 
that night, in litters ; but they came too 
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late, and, perceiving the scuffle, they drop- 
ped their baggage, and hasted to the rescue. 
The doctor sprung from his shelty, but 
found the young heroes both gone ; on which, 
after damning the ruffians a score of times, 
he again mounted and ordered a pursuit. 
The M*Phersons obeyed with alacrity, strip- 
ping off their brogs and jackets to enable 
them to keep up with the rider. Mr John 
Mackenzie also joined them, and away they 
went with great swiftness by another route, 
80 that they might intercept the ruffian 
troopers at the fords of Errick. Dr Frazer 
kept constantly ahead, galloping and spur- 
ring his shelty, cursing and swearing all the 
way without pause or mitigation. I cannot 
give the history of that pursuit, for it never 
was promulgated so far as I know. Certes 
the Serjeant and his accomplices never re- 
turned to head-quarters ; but there were so 
many straggling parties sent about the coun- 
try, that they were never missed until word 
was brought to the camp that the bodies of 
two soldiers were thrown out on the sands 
of Loch-Ness, at the shore of Urquhart. 
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But the very day before this discovery, ag 
a party of English ladies and gentlemen, 
who had been on a visit at head-quarters, 
were viewing the Fall of Foyers, they be- 
held, in a hideous caldron below the cata- 
racts, the body of a red coated dragoon ho- 
ver up slowly in the boil of the whirlpool, 
as if it had been beckoning their attention, 
and again disappear. The party concluded 
at once that he had been drunk, and missed 
his footing ; and it had the effect of making 
them all choose their steps with great cau- 
tion. There is little doubt that the four 
dragoons were all safely committed to the 
waves of the furious Foyers on the night 
they were pursued from Correi-Uaine; but, 
the bodies being found on the other side of 
the loch, the sons of -ZEneas M'Pherson 
were never once suspected. 

There was no person returned to the 
bothy of Correi-Uaine that night ; and 
there was the poor distracted Sally left, sit- 
ting raving and singing her lullaby, beside 
the bodies of her murdered husband and 
former lover. She crept near to them as 

16 
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the darkness drew on ; «poke to them in 
the most endearing tones ; lodged into their 
&ee$» and tried to dress tlieir wounds ; but 
her hands were paralysed, and as unstable 
as her ideas. *^ Ah ! you are cheating me T 
she exclaimed fondly ;' " I know you are 
cheating me> and that you will look up and 
embrace me when yoii haVe frightened me 
all that you can." 

She then seemed to call her recollection 
to her as it were by force, sitting wringing 
her hands, and looking ruefully at the 
corpses altdmately ; then did she begiii a- 
tearing of her hair, and shrieking till the 
woods and rocks screamed in return. Mad« 
ly and wildly did she shriek till fairly ex- 
hausted, so that her cries at last degenera- 
ted into low meanings, intermingled with 
pauses and sobs, and, finally, she fell down 
motionless, with her head on her husband's 
bloody breast, and her arms clasped around 
him. 

The next morning, before the sunrising, 
who should come to the spot but Davie 
Duff, carrying his spade over his shoulder, 

VOL. III. Q 
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aod bringiag ako some cordials and refresh- 
ments for his old fiiends. He had been in- 
ured to scenes of carnage; and, indeed, they 
were become so familiar to him, that he de^ 
lighted iji them. Bat natural affection^ 
though blunted in him, was not obHtera* 
ted. Th0 sight of his old familiar acquaint^ 
anoes lying stretdied in their blood together 
was too much for his philosophy, or rather 
for his natural and acquired apathy, to bear ; 
and poor Davie absolutely gave way to the 
kinder feelings of his nature, and stood 
leaning upon his spade and weqiing over iiie 
remains of his once kind and indulgent 
friends^ while his hom«ly lan^ntati^m.was 
not destitute of a rude pathos. 

'^ Ochon, a sh^y High ! and pe tis te 
way tey pe guide poor Highlandmanft and 
vomans still ? Och ! but hersel pe fery sor^ 
ry and wofiol! And now, fim no pody pe 
hearing I, will say, ^ Cot tanmmy mbekk 
ter, te Tuke of Cohumperlahd !* Now tat 
kif some rdhief to her <20od. heart Och, 
poor crheatures ! te tays haifshanged soce ! 
I haif eexL you so.fuU of ie merry^ and te 
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ha]ppy, and te wfaanton IxxBc, tat it was fery 
plhaisaiit ; and show ta see you all Ihying 
kiWt trou te pody ! Ocb, inteed, it is mlioxe 
pad tan all tings in te whonle world ! Well, 
I nheed nhot cairy my whines and my 
prheads any mhore. Here's to your oood 
s}eep» khind mustress Sally, and a cood 
ihong eferlhasting to you. The same to 
you, Peader GoUbadh ; you shall half oood 
grave, and dheqent dheep pnrial; and you 
)9hall Ihye in ane anhoder's bhosoms, and te 
tevil a ane of te hears dball go out of yhour 
beads. As for tis yhoung sparker, hersel 
shall nhot say so fery mhooeh. Poor mua- 
tress Sally ! you haif something to pay your 
shot, forepy kiffing your hears* It would 
pe pad folly to pury Good riied ghold in a 
plack mhoss, where it would pe all spoiled.'' 
David had. seen £rom vdhenoe SaHy took 
the pieces of gold which jshe had given him 
to lay out, .and, aft^ this long apostrophe^ 
he began anloosing her bodice and Wimbling 
about her. breast. In a moment the dead 
woman .seized him by the hand with a 
frigkfceiied and convulsive grasp, setting her 
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nails into his wrist. Davie was stooping 
over her when this occurred, and the fright 
made him roar out and fall forward, tum- 
bling quite over her and the body of her 
husband, on which she raised herself above 
Jiim, held him down, and looked him madly 
in the face. But the scene that then occur- 
red for a short space was too ludicrous to be 
described at the close of a tale so lamentably 
unfortunate in all its circumstances. 

A youthful constitution will bear much, 
and most of all when the sufferer is in a state 
of derangement. Sally's fits of distraction 
the evening before had exhausted nature 
entirely ; but, after a sleep with the dead 
corpses, as deep and as sound as their own, 
she was awakened by Davie'& unmannerly 
grasp, and awakened to a still deeper sense 
of the horror of her sitilation ; for, with the 
period of repbs^ a ray of dubious and cloud- 
ed reason, hid returned. Davie and she 
were soon reconciled. They sought out a 
retired situation that they hoped would 
never be discovered,. and digged a double 
grave in conjunction ; for Sally fre^ently 
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^wrought at it with her nails, and suirg, an.^ . 
sometimes could scarcely be prevaited from 
stretching h€9rself in it. The two yom;)g 
horoes were .buried, side by side, in the same 
grave, and were among the very last of the 
CuUoden men :that were slain within the 
prednots of the Highlands. I once weot 
five miles out of my road to visit their grave. 
It li^ about fifty yards above the walls of 
the old bothy^ in the midst of a little maxdiy 
spot of ground on the left side of the 
Ihim^ and is distii^uished by a stone about 
a foot high at the head and another at ^e 
feet. When I was th^e it appeared a little 
hollowed, as though some one had been dig- 
ging in it. 

The.remainder of the history of the once 
!beautiful, joyous, and ligfat4iearted Sally, is 
the most distressingcpart of the whole. Da- 
vie was hard best^' with her in that wild, 
iojT she w<wld not be p^snaded to leave the 
jspot ; but the pooriellow never quitted^ her 
tiij he got her toia pUceof safety, in the 
houses of the widfw who had hcought the 
0.3 
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gMt-milk to the bothy. . The Mackenzies 
sought afWr her, and made her asylum as 
Qpmfortable to her as they could ; but, alas ! 
she did not need it long ; for in the month 
of December following she was lost, and 
could nowhere be discovered. The poor wi- 
dow who had the charge of her went to the 
bothy and the grave once and again, but 
she was not there ; and then she went into 
the low country as far as the village of Bal- 
millo, thinking she had got some traces of 
her, but neither had she been seen in that 
quarter. In the meantime, a young shep- 
herd, one of the MThersons before-men- 
tioned, chanced to be out on the heights of 
Correi-Uaine gathering in some goats late 
one afternoon. The gromid was slightly 
covered. with snow, the air cahui and the 
frost intense ; and, to his great astonish- 
ment, he heard a strain of music rise on the 
breeze, of such a sweet and mournful ca- 
dence, that he took it for an angeF& coro^ 
^fisich. , He listened and k^t aloof for a 
gKK>d while, but at Iragth, owing to the 

10 
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whiteness of the gronnd, he perceived that 
there was something living and human sit- 
ting on the grave in the correi. He a]^ 
proached ; and, horrihle to relate ! there 
was the poor disconsolate Sally actudly sit- 
tii^ rocking and singing over the body of a 
dead female infant. He ventured to speak 
to her in Gaelic, for he had no other lan- 
guage ; but she only looked wildly up to 
heaven, and sung louder. He hasted home ; 
but the road was long and rough, and before 
his brothers reached the spot the mother 
and child were lying stretched together in 
the arms of death, pale as the snow that 
surrounded them, and rigid as the grave- 
turf on which they had made their dying 
bed. Is there human sorrow on record like 
this that winded up the devastations of the 
Highlands ? Just God ! was it as the old 
Celtic bard and seer had predicted ? Was 
it a retribution from thy omnipotent hand 
&r the guiltless blood shed in the south of 
Scotland by the House of Stuart and their 
Highland host ? Thy paths are beyond the 
ken of mortal man, and the workings of thy 
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asm beyond his compreheBsion ; but, wbile 
Thott doest aooerding to thy will in the ar- 
mies of heaven and amongst the inhalntants 
of the earth, of this we are sure, that one 
hair of our heads eanmot fall to the ground 
without thy knowledge and permission. 
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NOTE. 



Since writing the foregoing Tale^ I have been i9- 
formed^ by a correspondent in Edinburgh^ that the sur- 
name of this &med hero was not Gow; but that I had 
been misled by his commonappellationin Gaelic, Peader 
Gobhadh^ (Peter the smith.) It may be so ; I do not 
know. Id cinerem out manes credis curare sepukos f 
He further tells me, that it was Peter's wife who be- 
trayed the party the second time also, she having 
sent word of their retreat to head-quarters, and a 
guide to the spot ; but that she lived to repent it, ha- 
ving been on that account hated, cursed, and shun- 
ned, by all parties; and that she died in the Lowlands 
of Perthshire, a miserable mendicant, in the house of 
a Mr John Stewart. FeUx, quern faciunt aliena peri-* 
cula cautum, 

J.H. 



THE. END. 
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